        MONARCH BAND BOOSTERS GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING                 

                                       Thursday, December 4, 2003

The meeting was called to order on December 4, 2003 by co-president Rhonda Nicklin. 

Rhonda started the meeting by introducing Annette Eyman, the district’s public relations director, who addressed the general membership on the subject of the press coverage on the two high schools during the Fall semester.  She explained the correct process of getting stories into the Papillion Times and how that process had broken down somewhat during the start of the school year.  She answered some questions from the membership and promised to work harder to provide equity in coverage of the two schools and their activities.

Secretary’s Report: The November minutes were handed out and were approved with 

no corrections or changes. 

Treasurers Report: Dave Webster reported that  the checking account balance was at $11,317.00 and while that looks very good right now, that there are several outstanding bills, most notably one for the Christmas greenery, that will cause the balance to drop substantially.  Currently the individual student accounts stand at $4,596.53 with a few late butter braid and greenery orders to still be accounted for.  He is still waiting for a bill from Mr. Glover for the five cases of Stadium water used for the competitions.  We still do not have a final accounting for the costs of the re-incorporation, however he said we did have enough money in the Booster account to pay the $500 to the IRS to regain our not-for-profit status for tax purposes. A motion was made and seconded to approve the payment to the IRS for this amount and the general membership voted to approve. 

Publicity Report: Bonnie Maresch introduced the student webmasters Pat Jankovich and Stef Molli who reported on their search for a new and improved web site for the band boosters to use.  They had found a site that would cost  $8.95/month that had unlimited data transfers, a better rating and a 30 day satisfaction guarantee as well.  The new site would be used for both the band and the booster organization.  This would enable band parents and students access to the site year round without the interruption of service we currently endure whenever the high school site goes down!! The student webmasters also requested to purchase some new software to be used on the new site, but this motion was tabled until more was known about the new site.  

Special Report: Taylor McCartney reported to the board on the upcoming band lock-in to be held on Friday, Dec. 5th.  It will be open to band and color guard members only and will cost each student $5 to attend along with a signed permission slip.  The money will go towards helping pay for the new Pep Band shirts.  It will run from 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. and students will only be allowed in the band room, the “pits” and South gym.  Taylor  asked for 5 adult volunteer chaperones to work the event. 

Band Directors Report: Mr. Walters announced that nine students qualified for one or the other of the All-State bands or orchestra.  A number of students have also tried out for the UNL Winter Winds Festival, the UNO Honors Orchestra and Band, the Hastings College Honor Band, the UNK Honor Band, Wesleyan Honor Band and some ninth grade students will be going to the Dana College Honor Band and competing in Elkhorn Band Olympics.  He also reminded parents that the Winter Holiday concert will be held Dec. 14th at 2:00 p.m. in the North Gym with a cookies and punch reception to follow.  He gave a brief rundown on upcoming events for the game band and the two jazz bands and announced that he would be attending the Midwest Bandmasters Clinic in Chicago over the Christmas break. Mr. Walters also reported that after meeting with the current high school administrators it was decided that he would be able to take the band on a big trip (>500 miles) every four years and on a small trip (<500 miles) every two years.  The next trip will be a small one probably in April or May of 2005.  A question was raised over concerns on how to help students and chaperones find their busses after competitions because there were problems with that after the NSBA competition.  Mr. Walters said he was open to ideas to solve the problem.  

Old Business: Carol Finley reported that all the Entertainment Book money was now turned in to Dave Webster and that all the Cookie Dough and Butter Braids money had been turned in as well. Most of the Christmas greenery money was in but there would be additional income generated from the sales of the extra greenery left over from the case lots.  Rhonda reported that the Baumerts had mailed out fliers to all the band students families explaining the Weekender and ReMax fundraisers.  She also reported that all the extra Fall Football feed ground beef had been sold.  Rhonda announced that she had heard back from the Titan Band Booster Board in a note from Terri Juhl and that they had politely declined our offer to share the Spring Smorgasbord fundraiser with them. Rhonda asked for a volunteer to chair the Spring Smorgasbord and also someone to chair the Destination Imagination concession booth fundraiser on March 13th.  The board still has not found someone to definitely create a year long band video.  Bonnie will continue to try to find someone who has the know how to do this at an affordable price. Rhonda contacted Anita Higgins to inquire about the delivery date of last years band video and she said that we should be getting them any day now.

New Business: Rhonda announced that we would use  the calling tree to remind parents about the Holiday concert and to remind them to bring 2 dozen cookies and drop them off in the cafeteria before the concert. Bonnie Maresch will buy and make up the punch ingredients and asked for volunteers to help set up before the concert.  Jamie Rechkemmer will bring the extra Christmas greenery to the concert in her van, so that we can offer it for sale during the social after the concert.  

Rhonda announced that the Band Booster Scholarship applications have been updated and that interested Senior students will be able to pick them up from Mrs. Magner in the Scholarship office starting on Monday. Jamie and Rhonda will “scrub” the applications before giving them to the Scholarship committee.  Due to the lower number of seniors in band and keeping in mind the band boosters limited funds this year, it was decided to award four $400 scholarships.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Respectively submitted, 

Jean Almeida

Secretary

