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Improvements to Signs and Road
Markings on Log House Road

In case you haven’t noticed, we have new 25 mph speed
limit signs posted both ways on Log House Road . . . one
near the intersection of Log House Road and Rt.124 and
one at Log House Road and Ambergate Court. Earlier
this year, [ e-mailed Traffic Operations of Montgomery
County and requested that we have some speed limit signs
posted. I also asked for them to re-paint our crosswalks
and our speed bumps. They came, surveyed the area, and
found that the signs were necessary. They also said that
they would be painting the crosswalks and the speed
bumps. Before they could complete the task, the cold
weather became a factor in the completion of the work. 1
expect the work to be completed by the spring.

A request was also made for a four-way stop to be placed
at the intersection of Log House Road and Club View
Road. We are waiting on an answer for this request.
These issues were brought up to try to keep our children
safe in our neighborhood as they walk to school.

Kellie Hottel
Secretary, PCA HOA

Plantations Walkways Get
Update

In November the two Plantations asphalt walking paths
were resurfaced. Both paths were in very poor condition,
and this work was well overdue. One of these paths
connects Bush Hill Road to Woodfield Elementary
School, and the other connects Newbury Road with Sugar
Cane Lane.

The PCA was contacted by the Woodfield E.S. PTA, who
had raised funds for re-paving the track at the school. By
using the same contractor to re-pave our paths, we were
able to get the job done at a reduced cost.

Playground Committee

Attention all interested residents: We now have an active
playground planning committee. I decided to take on the
task of the Playground Committee Chair position, and we
will have our third planning meeting on Wednesday, March
5™ We would like to make some changes by the spring of
2008.

As you have read in previous articles, our main focus is on
Club View Park since we all own this park as a community.
Our Covenants direct that we maintain this park. Wesley
Foreman Memorial Park (WFMP) is located on land owned
by M-NCPPC, but it is maintained with PCA funds. Both
parks have out-dated equipment made from the older style
of pressure treated lumber (CCA type). WFMP is subject to
inspections, so we also face problems with what to do with
what is left at this park.

For more information on the Playground Committee,
contact Kellie Hottel at Kellie_Hottel@comcast.net.

Need for Additional Volunteers

We still have one Board seat open.

We also have openings on our committees for playground
planning, community event planning, grounds maintenance,
architectural control, and newsletter writing and delivery.
Please call, e-mail, or write the Board to offer your help, or
to ask about opportunities.

We have occasional, one-time volunteer opportunities. You
can volunteer for these without making a long-term
commitment. Examples are newsletter delivery, mailing
assembly, and repair projects in the parks. Send us your e-
mail address so you can receive notices of these
opportunities.

You don’t need to join the Board to commit a little of your
time, and to help your community. Give us a call!
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Property Appearance - A
Homeowner’s Responsibility, and
the PCA’s Responsibility

The PCA has seen an increase in the number of properties
that are not being adequately maintained, and an increase
in the number of complaints from residents about this
problem. A poorly maintained property doesn’t just
undermine the maintenance efforts of nearby
homeowners, it also affects the appearance of the entire
community, and can adversely affect property values.

Maintaining properties is primarily the responsibility of
the homeowner. However, it is also the responsibility of
the home-owner’s association (HOA). The PCA’s
Covenants give it both the responsibility and the authority
to approve changes to the appearance of a property, and to
monitor a property for proper maintenance. If the
maintenance is inadequate, the PCA will send a violation
letter to the owner, describing the violation, and providing
a time period for the violation to be corrected.

If the homeowner does not comply, the HOA has the
option of filing a complaint with the Montgomery County
Commission on Common Ownership Communities
(CCOC). The CCOC will schedule a hearing that must be
attended by the owner and by the HOA, and will pass a
ruling on the dispute. The CCOC also handles complaints
by owners against HOAs.

Here are some common violations:

e Trash not stored in sealed containers.

e Trash or recycling containers stored in the front yard
of the property (please remove containers after your
trash pick-up.)

e Personal items stored in the front or side yards of the

property (car parts, trash, tools, toys, etc.).

Vehicles or trailers stored on lawns.

Wooden trim on house in need of re-painting.

Missing shutters.

Grass not cut for an extended period.

The PCA is increasing its vigilance in response to the
recent increase in maintenance problems. Please address
your property’s needs, and avoid being cited with a
violation.

Help Us to Stay in Touch

The PCA sends out occasional e-mail notices to help keep
you informed, and to announce volunteer opportunities.
We will never share your e-mail address. Please send
your e-mail address to:

PCA4U@yahoo.com

New Residents
The following residents moved to The Plantations between
June and October of 2007:
e Meador, Jessica M., of 24125 Bush Hill Road.

o Ballonoff, Janet M. & Leslie B., of 24101 Log House
Road.

e Varghese, Precilla K. & Jacob, Jijo, of 24117
Newbury Road.

e Culver, Robert T., of 24029 Sugar Cane Lane.
e Ajamian, Paul T. & Cindy K., of 24126 Welsh Road.

Architectural Change Control
Application Process

When making changes to your house or property, please
remember to complete a PCA architectural change control
(ACC) application. Applications are required whenever
changes are made that affect the appearance of your
property. To obtain an application, please call us, or go to
our web site.

Please attach to your application any drawings or other
information that will help to describe your project. If you
are building a fence, addition, or other structure, you will
need to include a copy of your Site Location Survey (SLS)
drawing, with the new structure sketched in. This allows
us to see the relationship of the new structure to other
structures, and to property lines. You should have
received an SLS when you purchased your property.

The ACC committee will review your application, and
contact you if there are any questions. The PCA
Covenants require us to process applications within 30
days, but we can usually complete the process within a
couple of weeks.

Please be aware that a Montgomery County building
permit is required for all additions, sheds, and new fences.
The County also enforces set-back requirements, which
define a minimum distance between property lines and
additions or sheds. Typical set-back distances (for R-150
Cluster zoning) are:

e For Additions to the Main Structure: 10 feet between
the structure and a side or a rear property line.
However, some properties have a 30-foot set-back to
the rear property line.

e For Detached Structures (e.g., sheds): 12 feet to side
line, 7 feet to rear line.

Call the County Permitting Department at 240-777-6300
to determine the set-back distances for your particular
property, and to apply for a construction permit.
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PCA Financial Status

The PCA continues to experience a healthy financial state.
We have no long-term debt, and we have been increasing
our contributions to our General Reserve and Town-
House-Reserve funds. We adhered fairly closely to our
2007 operating budget, with the exception of additional
expenses in snow removal, and grounds maintenance.

The special maintenance projects included a large amount
of tree removal and trimming, maintenance required by
the County in the storm water basin at the bottom of
Newbury Road, and the repaving of walking paths.

For the past few years, the PCA has been raising the
yearly assessment, and increasing the yearly contribution
to our General Reserve Fund. The need for this was due
in part to the assessment amounts remaining flat for many
years, in part to rising costs, and in part to the need to save
funds for the renovation of our playgrounds. The PCA
expects to renovate the Club View Park playground this
year, after which we will reassess our assessment needs.

For 2008 the assessment amounts will be $136 for single-
family detached properties, and $189 for town-house
properties. The additional $53 of town-house assessment
goes directly to a reserve account for maintenance of
town-house parking areas. To avoid invoicing near the
holidays, we originally intended to invoice residents in
early December, with a payment deadline of mid-January.
Our invoicing has slipped in to February, with a payment
deadline four weeks after the invoice date.

When you receive your invoice for the yearly assessment,
please send in your payment by the due date shown on
your invoice. Each year we have some residents who
delay their payment, requiring us to send a second and a
third invoice. This year we will be working hard to clean
up our past due accounts. The PCA Board of Directors
will set objective criteria for sending accounts to
collections, and the accounts that qualify will be sent to
our attorney for processing. If necessary, this processing
will include placing a lien against the resident’s property.
All collections costs will be added to the resident’s
account. These actions are necessary to assure that the
PCA has the funds it needs to operate, and to be fair to the
residents who do pay their assessment on time. Please
contact us with any questions about the assessment, or
about your PCA account.

To see our 2008 operating budget, and recent financial
reports and newsletters, go to our Web site:

www.geocities.com/plantations|

Canine Courtesy

Some of our residents are experiencing problems with
dogs in the neighborhood. Please observe the following
practices regarding your dog, as specified by County law:

e Ifyour dog defecates on property other than your
own, you must immediately pick up your dog's feces.

e Dogs should be on a leash at all times when off your
property.

e Unwanted contact with dogs is prohibited. In other
words, do not let your dog approach people without
first checking that the contact is desired (when the
child is very young, we suggest that the child's parents
should be consulted first).

e Know where your dog is -- if you put your dog out
unsupervised, make certain that your yard is
adequately fenced to prevent your pet from leaving
your property.

Property Re-Sale Process

Please contact the PCA when you are placing your
property on the market. We can provide a re-sale
certificate and a copy of our home-owner’s association
(HOA) documents for you to present to your prospective
buyer.

Maryland law requires that the seller provide the HOA
documents to the buyer, and allows the buyer to cancel a
sales contract up to 5 days after receiving the documents
(unless the documents were delivered 5 days prior to
entering into the contract). Having these documents
allows the buyer to review the community’s rules and
assessment amounts prior to making a purchase.

The PCA charges a fee of $35 for an HOA document set.

PCA Board Meeting Schedule

The PCA Board of Directors meetings are held the second
Thursday of the month, from 7:00 PM until 8:30 PM. All
residents are welcome to attend these meetings.

We usually meet in the Staff Lounge at Woodfield
Elementary School. The June meeting will be held in the
pavilion at Club View Park.

Next Board Meeting:
Thursday March 13™, 7:00 PM
Woodfield Elementary School
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Digital TV Converter Box
Coupons Available from NTIA

Starting in February 2009, television stations will start
transmitting digital television program signals, and will
stop transmitting analog program signals. If you use an
antenna to obtain over-the-air TV signals, and you don’t
have a TV that contains a digital tuner, you will need a
converter box to convert the digital signal to the older
analog signal format, which your TV will then be able to
display.

If you receive your TV signal from cable or satellite, you
will not need a converter box, because your cable or
satellite company should convert the signal for you.
Contact your TV signal supplier for more information.
There is one situation where you might still need a digital-
to-analog TV converter box — if use an antenna as a
backup for when your cable or satellite signal is
unavailable.

Please note that the term “digital TV’ (DTV) is not the
same as “high-definition” TV (HDTV). A “DTV”isa TV
that contains a digital tuner, and is ready for the change
coming in February of 2009. An “HDTV” is a TV that is
capable of displaying a high-definition television
program, but some HDTVs do not contain a digital tuner,
and require a signal from a cable company or a satellite
company, or a specialized converter box (not the
subsidized converter), to provide the type of signal that is
required to display a high-definition picture.

The National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA), part of the Department of
Commerce, is offering up to two coupons worth $40 each
towards the purchase of DTV converter boxes. See this
Web site for more information, and to apply for a coupon:

http://www.dtv2009.gov/

The PCA Board of Directors

- President; Grounds and ACC
Committees

- Vice-President; Communications,
Grounds, and ACC Committees

Lou Sessa

Nathan Krause

Kellie Hottel - Secretary; Playground Committee
Chair
David Keim - Treasurer; Grounds and

Communications Committees

Helen Checkan Grounds and ACC Committees

Larry Miller - Newsletter Editor

Melody Selke - ACC Committee Chair

Mary Schwartzbeck - Grounds Committee Chair, ACC
Committee

Recent Vandalism in
Club View Park

Early in January someone smashed the two lights that are
mounted at the peaks of the roof on either end of the park
pavilion. One of the two lights was wrenched from its
mount, and was found some distance from the pavilion.
These lights are fairly sturdy, and had Plexiglas shields
protecting their glass lenses, so it took a good bit of effort
to do this damage. Last summer the pavilion roof was
significantly damaged by shingles being ripped off of the
roof.

Please help your community to prevent these sorts of bad
behavior. Parents, please have a conversation with your
children about the importance of respecting community
property. All residents can participate in monitoring our
parks for problems. When you are walking or driving by
the parks, keep an eye out for anyone who appears to be
damaging the facilities. Try to get a description of those
doing damage, and call the PCA and the police. Residents
who live near the park are in a good position to observe
problems. If you help us by providing information about
vandalism, we will not reveal your identity.

For emergencies, call 911.
For non-emergency police response, call 301-279-8000.

Call the PCA at 301-330-8560.

Permit Required for Group Use of
Park Facilities

As spring approaches, please recall that a permit is
required when an organized group uses our playing field
or pavilion. This permitting system allows us to verify
that the use is appropriate, to monitor the use, and to
assure that the facilities will be available to you. A $20 is
charged for field use, to help defray the costs of field
maintenance.

To obtain a park use application, you can call us, write to
us, or go to the PCA Web site:
http://www.geocities.com/plantations1/PCAforms.html

Plantations Community Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 222 Damascus, MD 20872
Phone: (301) 330-8560
E-Mail: PCA4U@yahoo.com
Web: http://www.geocities.com/plantations1
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