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Next Board Meeting:  
Thursday, June 14th,  7:00 PM 

Pavilion in Club View Park 

New Officers; Need for Additional 
Board Members 

The PCA Board has changed officers since the last 
newsletter.  The Board now consists of:  
 
President:              Lou Sessa 
Vice President:     Rich McIntyre 
Secretary:             Kellie Hottel 
Treasurer:            David Keim 
Other Board Members:  
 Helen Checkan 
 Nathan Krause 

We still have three Board seats open.  We really need to 
fill these seats, to have a few more hands to carry the load. 
We could try to hire a management company to handle 
our day-to-day affairs, but our low yearly assessment 
doesn’t provide adequate funds for this.   

We also have openings on our committees for playground 
planning, community event planning, grounds 
maintenance, architectural control, and newsletter editing 
and delivery.   

Please call, e-mail, or write the Board to offer your help, 
or to ask about opportunities.   
 
You don’t need to join the Board to commit a little of 
your time and help your community.  Give us a call!   
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The PCA’s an
Saturday June
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attract buyers
 
If you must se
address on a m
 Community Event Planned –  
lean-up of Storm Water Basin 

County Department of Environmental Protection 
P) has directed the PCA to perform certain maintenance
s in our storm water basin.  This is an area located 
ss Newbury Road from Wesley Foreman Memorial 
.  Most of the time it is a dry area, but after rain stor
rves as a collection area for run-off. 

 

ms 
  

ll hire a contractor to clear brush, to mow, and to clean 
rom the cement structure.  There is also a large amount 
ash that has accumulated in this area.  The PCA has 
duled a community clean-up day to remove this trash.  
oing the clean-up ourselves, we will save money that 

then be used for playground upgrades.   

lts and children are welcome to participate in this clean-
ffort.  The PCA will assist students in qualifying for 
ent Services Learning (SSL) credit for this event.  The 
 will provide trash bags, and you bring the gloves.   

sons to Join Us:  Improve your community, save 
ey for playgrounds, free beverages for all, and ice 
m or lunch for those who work long enough to qualify.  

e on out and help your community!   

Community Clean-up Day 
Sat June 9th, 9a  3p   

(Rain Date: Sun June 10th, 12p  4p) 
Across from Wesley Foreman Memorial Park 

Feel free to just show up, but RSVP if you can –
301-330-8560        PCA4U@yahoo.com 
 

Annual Community Yard Sale Planned for June 23 / 24 
nual community yard sale is scheduled for:  
 23, 8a  2p, with a rain date of Sunday June 24, 12p  4p. 
 those who can to sell from Club View Park, so we can 

 to one central area.   

ll from your residence, let us know, and we’ll mark your 
ap that will be handed out at the park.   

• PCA will place an ad in The Gazette.  
• PCA will post road signs leading to park. 
• PCA will sponsor moon-bounce in Club 

View Park, to attract sellers and buyers.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Residents 
The following residents moved to The Plantations between 
December of 2006 and May of 2007:  
• Galladora, Victor A, of 9705 Ambergate Court.  
• Sanchez, Luis, of 24008 Log House Road.  
• Amadon, Ronald J. & Elliot-Amadon, Cynthia A., of 

24320 Log House Road.  
• Dawveed, Mehlek, of 24328 Log House Road.  
• Kettering, Chad D. & Caroline L., of 24128 Newbury 

Road.  
 

Architectural Change Control 
Application Process 

When making changes to your house or property, please 
remember to complete a PCA architectural change control 
(ACC) application.  Applications are required whenever 
changes are made that affect the appearance of your 
property.  To obtain an application, please call us, or go to 
our web site.   
 
Please attach to your application any drawings or other 
information that will help to describe your project.  If you 
are building a fence, addition, or other structure, you will 
need to include a copy of your Site Location Survey (SLS) 
drawing, with the new structure sketched in.  This allows 
us to see the relationship of the new structure to other 
structures, and to property lines.  You should have 
received an SLS when you purchased your property.   
 
The ACC committee will review your application, and 
contact you if there are any questions.  The PCA 
Covenants require us to process applications within 30 
days, but we can usually complete the process within a 
couple of weeks.   
 
Please be aware that a Montgomery County building 
permit is required for all additions, sheds, and new fences.  
 
The County also enforces set-back requirements, which 
define a minimum distance between property lines and 
additions or sheds.  Typical set-back distances (for R-150 
Cluster zoning) are:  
• For Additions to the Main Structure: 10 feet between 

the structure and a side or a rear property line.  
However, some properties have a 30-foot set-back to 
the rear property line.   

• For Detached Structures (e.g., sheds):  12 feet to side 
line, 7 feet to rear line.   

 
Call the County Permitting Department at 240-777-6300 
to determine the set-back distances for your particular 
property, and to apply for a construction permit.   

Property Appearance – A 
Homeowner’s Responsibility, and 

the PCA’s Responsibility 
The PCA has seen an increase in the number of properties 
that are not being adequately maintained, and an increase 
in the number of complaints from residents about this 
problem.  A poorly maintained property doesn’t just 
undermine the maintenance efforts of nearby 
homeowners, it also affects the appearance of the entire 
community, and can adversely affect property values.   
 
Maintaining properties is primarily the responsibility of 
the homeowner.  However, it is also the responsibility of 
the home-owner’s association (HOA).  The PCA’s 
Covenants give it both the responsibility and the authority 
to approve changes to the appearance of a property, and to 
monitor a property for proper maintenance.  If the 
maintenance is inadequate, the PCA will send a violation 
letter to the owner, describing the violation, and providing 
a time period for the violation to be corrected.   
 
If the homeowner does not comply, the HOA has the 
option of filing a complaint with the Montgomery County 
Commission on Common Ownership Communities 
(CCOC).  The CCOC will schedule a hearing that must be 
attended by the owner and by the HOA, and will pass a 
ruling on the dispute.  The CCOC also handles complaints 
by owners against HOAs.   
 
Here are some common violations:  
• Trash not stored in sealed containers.  
• Trash or recycling containers stored in the front yard 

of the property (please remove containers after your 
trash pick-up.)  

• Personal items stored in the front or side yards of the 
property (car parts, trash, tools, toys, etc.).  

• Vehicles or trailers stored on lawns.  
• Wooden trim on house in need of re-painting.   
• Missing shutters.  
• Grass not cut for an extended period.  
 
The PCA is increasing its vigilance in response to the 
recent increase in maintenance problems.  Please address 
your property’s needs, and avoid being cited with a 
violation.   
 

Help Us to Stay in Touch 
The PCA sends out occasional e-mail notices to help keep 
you informed, and to announce volunteer opportunities.  
We will never share your e-mail address.  Please send 
your e-mail address to:  
 

PCA4U@yahoo.com 
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Canine Courtesy 
Some of our residents are experiencing problems with 
dogs in the neighborhood.  Please observe the following 
practices regarding your dog, as specified by County law: 
• If your dog defecates on property other than your 

own, you must immediately pick up your dog's feces. 
• Dogs should be leased at all times when off your 

property.  
• Unwanted contact with dogs is prohibited.  In other 

words, do not let your dog approach people without 
first checking that the contact is desired (when the 
child is very young, we suggest that the child's parents 
should be consulted first).   

• Know where your dog is -- if you put your dog out 
unsupervised, make certain that your yard is 
adequately fenced to prevent your pet from leaving 
your property.   

 
 
 

Property Re-Sale Process 
Please contact the PCA when you are placing your 
property on the market.  We can provide a re-sale 
certificate and a copy of our home-owner’s association  
(HOA) documents for you to present to your prospective 
buyer.   
 
Maryland law requires that the seller provide the HOA 
documents to the buyer, and allows the buyer to cancel a 
sales contract up to 5 days after receiving the documents 
(unless the documents were delivered 5 days prior to 
entering into the contract).  Having these documents 
allows the buyer to review the community’s rules and 
assessment amounts prior to making a purchase.   
 
The PCA charges a fee of $35 for an HOA document set.  
 
 

Problems with Golfing, BB-Guns  
in Club View Park 

The PCA recently received a report of damage to a 
residence on Ambergate Court caused by golf balls, 
apparently being hit from Club View Park.  In response, 
the PCA is prohibiting all golfing in the Park.   
 
We have also received a report of BB-guns or rifles being 
discharged in the park.  Please be advised that no firearm 
of any type may be discharged in any PCA park or 
common area.   

 

Recent Maintenance Projects 
cently completed projects include:  

Pruning of common area trees on Ambergate Court, 
Bush Hill Court, at the Newbury Road and Tobacco 
Leaf Court town-houses, and in the Club View Park 
playground area.   
Continued maintenance of the playground equipment 
in Wesley Foreman Memorial Park, including the 
removal of the chain-link climber (deemed 
hazardous), and replacement of boards in the 
swinging bridge.   

nned Projects Include:  
The addition of substantial quantities of wood mulch 
to both parks.  We will be using “white mulch”, which 
is finely ground, and compacts a bit to provide a 
surface that will support a wheelchair.   
Replacement of playground equipment in Club View 
Park.  No firm schedule yet, but we are scheduling 
planning meetings, and meeting with representatives 
of equipment companies.   
Maintenance in storm water basin, located across 
Newbury Road from Wesley Foreman Memorial Park.
The County Department of Environmental Protection 
has directed the PCA to perform maintenance 
activities, such as clearing brush from the upstream 
side of the dam, cleaning silt from the concrete riser 
structure, and removing all trash and make-shift 
structures from the storm water basin.  Our 
community clean-up day on June 9th will take care of 
the trash removal.   

Update on Plans for Wesley 
Foreman Memorial Park 

e M-NCPPC (County parks department) has delivered 
the PCA a draft of a new agreement for use of the 
rkland on which Wesley Foreman Memorial Park is 
ated.  The agreement lasts for three years, and is 
ewable at the discretion of the County.  This is fine as 

 interim agreement, but the PCA will need to negotiate 
onger-term agreement before we could commit to
talling new, expensive playground equipment in the 

 

rk.   

The Plantations Community Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 222     Damascus, MD  20872 

Phone: (301) 330-8560 
E-Mail:  PCA4U@yahoo.com 

Web:  http://www.geocities.com/plantations1 
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