Lesson 14 – Infinitive
If you’re in the summer class, or have come to the study sessions, you might remember most of these infinitive forms already.

Infinitive – basically means “to…” and the meaning of the word.  So if is I am losing, then is to lose*.

There are several uses of the infinitive.  I’ll try to simplify them for you.

1. Verbal compliment

a. Finishes/completes what the first verb is trying to say

b. I am about to read the book.

c.   Do you want to know…?

2. Gerund – or substitute for a neuter noun

a.  - To receive the gift will send them (OR) Receiving the gift will send them…

b. So basically it becomes a noun.

3. Dependent (subordinate) clauses

a. following preposition

i. temporal -  infinitive = Before

ii. purpose -  inf. = in order that (like )

b. result -  + inf. = “so that” or possibly “with the result that”

4. A Few Examples of #3 (with more clarification)

a. First off you must know that the subject of these constructions will be in the accusative case.

b. Ai. - ”King” is in the acc. Case and is your subject.  The infinitive follows a preposition and so you’re in a certain dependent clause construction.  The tells you to translate this as “Before.”  “Before the king spoke…” Look for more examples below.
c. Aii. - Again should tip you off to a certain dependent purpose clause which you must translate “in order that.”  “He said these things in order that they might eat with the king.”  Again your subject of that dependent clause was in the accusative case.

d. B. -  tells you RESULT.   “…with the result that the crowd enters / was entering / would enter…”

5. Indirect Discourse

a. This is Common
b. + a finite verb = is just like a quote   They were saying, “The lawlessness of the crowds are being destroyed…”

There are other uses (especially to show indirect or direct discourse) but these are most common.  

KNOW

1- Your main uses and an example or two of each.

2- The infinitives themselves

3- Vocabulary

4- The other constructions on page 96

EXAMPLES

1)Before they saw/looked into the house the king knew that the priest was in the temple.

2) After the evil one had been cast out from heaven most of the angels were knowing (knew) that the end of sin had come near.







