Lesson 3

A gender of a noun doesn’t necessarily mean it is “physically male” (or female)…this is just its grammatical category.  For instance human  is a masculine noun but may mean man, woman, or person.  Context will decide.  But in form it is masculine with the meaning of “person.”

Each noun has a gender, number, and case.  Gender just means masculine, feminine, or neuter.  Number refers to singular (person) or plural (people).  Case may be the toughy, but when understood your translating days will be so much easier.  There are 5 cases.  We will learn 4.  

KNOW the Greek forms for each case, and their article, and their basic rule of thumb (to be given below).

Pg. 16 –18 give you the forms to memorize.  It may be easier and more beneficial to memorize just the noun endings…not the noun and the ending.  So practice reciting them in order: 







The book goes into much detail on the cases, but all you need know for now are these basic rules of thumb:

1) nominative ( are always the subject.  So no matter where the word with these endings appear in the sentence, they will always come first as the subject.

2) Genitive: translate with “of”  If you have the word “God” with the ending, then translate it “of God.”  So “Godou” is “of God” (
3) Dative: translate with “to, by, for”…(or “in”)  so remember 2x4.  This will be your indirect object.  I (subject) gave the book (direct object) to Jim (indirect object).
4) Accusative: Direct object – Any noun with this ending will be the object of the verb.  So the book (above) is the object because it is be acted upon and given, etc.  (NOTE: this is with an active verb).
You may notice that if you have memorized the noun endings…then for most of the articles (which means “the”) all you have to do is add a  to the front. 


So  becomes   becomes , and so on.

