III.           MCAS Test Accommodations

A. Students Eligible for Test Accommodations

Students with disabilities who have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or who are provided instructional accommodations under a Section 504 plan are eligible to use accommodations when taking MCAS tests. 

B. Definition and Purpose of Test Accommodations

Test accommodations are changes in the way a test is administered, or the way in which a student with a disability responds to test questions.  Accommodations provide students with disabilities an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge, skills, and achievement on MCAS tests. 

IEP Teams are instructed to identify test accommodations based on those used during regular classroom instruction. The right to receive accommodations on statewide tests is guaranteed to a child with a disability under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA-97).  

C.  Test Accommodations Policy

Students with disabilities must be provided test accommodations when their IEP or 504 team has determined their necessity on a particular test.  It is the policy of the Department to allow use of both “standard” and “non-standard” accommodations on MCAS tests under the conditions outlined on the following pages.  

The terms “standard” and “non-standard” accommodations describe accommodations previously referred to as “allowable” and “non-allowable” under previous MCAS guidelines. 

Non-standard accommodations should only be provided to the small number of students who meet two important criteria, as determined by their IEP or 504 teams: 

1) Students for whom this accommodation is already provided for routine instruction and assessment (both before and after the MCAS test is administered).

2) Students for whom no other means of access exists that allows them to participate in the MCAS test. 
D.  Definition of Standard Accommodations

Standard accommodations are changes in the routine conditions under which students take MCAS tests, and involve changes in

· Timing or scheduling of the test; for example, administration of the test in short intervals or at a time of day that takes into account the student’s medical needs

· Test setting; for example, administration of the test individually or in a small group setting 

· Test presentation; for example, test questions presented in large-print or Braille

· How the student responds to test questions; for example, the student dictates his or her responses to the test administrator

A list of standard test accommodations can be found on pages 11–13.  

    New!
Untimed Test Sessions

MCAS test sessions are “untimed,” but not “unlimited.”  All test sessions must be completed within two hours. 

However, the two-hour time limit does not apply to students on IEPs and 504 plans who may require additional time to complete their tests.  These students can have until the end of the school day to complete a test session.  They also may find it necessary to take only one test session per day (except for the ELA composition). 

E. Definition of Non-Standard Accommodations

Non-standard accommodations are modifications in the way the test is presented or in the way a student responds to test questions that may alter what the test measures.  Teams should exercise caution in considering whether a student requires a non-standard accommodation in order to access the test.  Reliance on test accommodations should never replace appropriate and rigorous instruction in the subject being tested. 

Non-standard accommodations may not

· result in altering, simplifying, paraphrasing, or eliminating any test item, prompt, or multiple-choice option

· provide verbal or other clues or suggestions that hint at or give away the correct response to the student

A list of non-standard accommodations and a description of the circumstances in which they should be considered appears on pages 13–15. 

G.  Standard Accommodations for MCAS Tests

Following is a list of standard test accommodations commonly used by students with disabilities on MCAS tests.  This is not an exhaustive list.

Changes in timing or scheduling of the test

1. Administer test in short periods with frequent breaks

2. Administer test at a time of day that takes into account the student’s medical or learning needs

Changes in test setting

3. Administer test in a small group setting (i.e., 3-5 students)

4. Administer test in a room other than the one used by the rest of the class

5. Administer test to the student individually (using routine administration procedures)

6. Administer test with the student seated at the front or in a specified area of the room (partitioned or enclosed area)

7. Administer test in a carrel

8. Administer test with the student wearing noise buffers (after directions have been given using routine administration procedures)

9. Administer test with a test administrator familiar to the student

Changes in test presentation

10. Administer test using magnifying equipment or enlargement devices

11. Test administrator reads and/or clarifies (or sign-language interprets) general administration instructions and test directions only

12. Administer large-print edition of the test  (Test administrator must transcribe answers verbatim into a standard student Answer Booklet.)

13. Administer Braille edition of the test.  (Test administrator must transcribe answers verbatim into a standard student Answer Booklet.)

14. Allow the student to use a place marker  

15. Test administrator assists the student in tracking test items

16. Administer test using the student’s amplification equipment

17. Test administrator reads the ELA Composition writing prompt, Mathematics, Science and Technology/Engineering, and/or History and Social Science test(s) to the student.  Readers must read test items and prompts to the student word-for-word exactly as written.  Readers may not clarify, elaborate, or provide assistance to the student regarding the meaning of words, intent of test questions, or responses to test items.

(Note: Reading the ELA Language and Literature test or Grade 3 Reading Test to a student is non-standard accommodation #26.)

Important Test Administration Information:

When accommodation #17 is used, a test administrator may read the test to a small group of students by following the procedures outlined in Appendix A.

18. Test administrator uses sign-language to interpret the ELA Composition writing prompt, Mathematics, Science and Technology/Engineering, and/or History and Social Science test(s) to a student who is deaf or hard of hearing. Interpreters must interpret test items and prompts without clarifying, elaborating, or providing assistance to the student regarding the meaning of words, intent of test questions, or responses to test items. 

(Note: Sign-language interpreting the ELA Language and Literature test or Grade 3 Reading Test for a student is non-standard accommodation #27.)

Changes in how the student responds to test questions  

19. Answers dictated to a scribe.  Scribes may not edit or alter student responses in any way, and must record word-for-word exactly what the student has dictated into the student’s Answer Booklet.  Scribes must permit the student to edit the draft regarding the use of punctuation, capitalization, and the spelling of key words. 

(Note: Dictating the ELA Composition to a scribe is non-standard accommodation #28.)  

20. Answers recorded using a template or graphic organizer to generate an ELA Composition or open-response

21. Answers recorded using audiotape to be later transcribed into the Answer Booklet either by the student or test administrator

(Note: Recording the ELA Composition on audiotape and transcribing the student’s responses into the Answer Booklet by the test administrator is non-standard accommodation #28.) 

22. Test administrator monitors correct placement of student responses in the Answer Booklet.

23. Answers recorded or typed by the student using assistive technology (e.g., word processor, electronic speech-to-text conversion, or other communication device or system).  


(Note: Using an electronic speech-to-text conversion device, grammar- or spell-checking device, or word prediction software for the ELA Composition is non-standard accommodation #30.)

Important Test Administration Information:

If a typewriter or word processor is used for the ELA Composition or in response to an open-response question, a printout may be submitted provided that the directions below are followed:

a) Each page of the printout (final copy) must show the following:

( the student’s name

( the school name

( the student’s state-assigned identification number (SASID)

( the subject being tested and the Student Test Booklet question number being answered 

b) All printout pages must be placed inside the student’s standard Answer Booklet and submitted in the MCAS Typed Responses Envelope.  Do NOT use paper clips, rubber bands, binder clips, staples, or tape to attach pages.
24. Answers recorded by the student directly in the Student Test Booklet instead of the Answer Booklet, and copied word-for-word into the Answer Booklet by the test administrator

(Note: Answers must be copied into the Answer Booklet or the student will not receive credit for his or her response.)

25. Other standard accommodation selected by the IEP or 504 team

(Note: The principal or designee should notify (and may consult with) the Department when standard accommodations not on the above list are being considered for a student.  Please call (781) 338-3625, e-mail mcas@doe.mass.edu, or fax (781) 338-3630.  Principals must mark code #25 in the “To Be Completed by Principal or Designee” section of the Answer Booklet cover and provide a brief description of the accommodation.) 

H. Non-Standard Accommodations for MCAS Tests

Students may use one or more of the following non-standard MCAS test accommodations when these are consistent with accommodations provided to the student during routine instruction and assessment;  and when these are determined by the student’s IEP Team or 504 team to be absolutely necessary in order for the student to participate in MCAS testing. 

26. Reading aloud the ELA Language and Literature test or the Grade 3 Reading Test to a student.  Readers must read test items and prompts to the student word for word exactly as written.  Readers may not clarify, elaborate, or provide assistance to the student regarding the meaning of words, intent of test questions, or responses to test items. (See Note below #27)

27. Interpreting through American Sign Language or other system of interpretation the ELA Language and Literature test or the Grade 3 Reading Test  to a student who is deaf. Interpreters must interpret test items and prompts without clarifying, elaborating, or providing assistance to the student regarding the meaning of words, intent of test questions, or responses to test items. 

(Note: Use of non-standard accommodations #26 and #27 should be considered when both  of the following conditions apply:

· The student has a specific impairment that greatly limits or prevents her or his ability to decode text, even after varied and repeated attempts to teach the student to do so.

· The student has access to printed materials only through a reader or sign-language interpreter, or is provided with text on tape or in another electronic format for routine instruction.)

28. Allowing a student to dictate to a scribe, record on audiotape (for transcription by a test administrator), or use an electronic “speech-to-text” conversion device for the ELA Composition. When the student dictates to a scribe, the scribe may not edit or alter student responses in any way, and must record word-for-word exactly what the student has dictated.  Scribes should request clarification from the student regarding the use of punctuation, capitalization, and the spelling of key words, and must allow the student to review and edit what the scribe has written.

(Note: Use of non-standard accommodation #28 should be considered when either of the following conditions apply:

· The student dictates virtually all written compositions to a scribe; or records these on audiotape for transcription by an adult; or routinely uses an electronic “speech to text” conversion device to generate written compositions during routine instruction.

· The student does not have sufficient manual dexterity at the time of testing to produce legible written work.)

29. Allowing a student to use a calculator, number chart, arithmetic table, or abacus on non-calculator sections of the Mathematics test 

(Note: Use of non-standard accommodation #29 should be considered when both of the following conditions apply:

· The student has a specific impairment that greatly limits or prevents her or his ability to calculate mathematically, even after varied and repeated attempts to teach the student to do so.

· The student has access to mathematical calculation only through use of a calculator, number chart, arithmetic table or abacus, which the student uses for routine instruction.)

New!
30. Allowing a student to use a spell- or grammar-checking device when using a word processor for the ELA Composition; or word prediction software (provided “predict-ahead” and “predict-on-line” functions are turned off).  

(Note: Use of non-standard accommodation #30 should be considered when both of the following conditions apply:

· The student has a specific impairment that greatly limits or prevents her or his ability to use a keyboard or to spell, even after varied and repeated attempts to teach the student to do so.

· The student can produce written work only through use of a spell-or grammar-checking device or word prediction software which the student uses during routine instruction.)

31. Other non-standard accommodation selected by the IEP or 504 team. 

(Note: The principal or designee should notify (and may consult with) the Department when non-standard accommodations not on the above list are being considered for a student.  Please call (781) 338-3625, e-mail mcas@doe.mass.edu, or fax (781) 338-3630. Principals must mark code #31 in the “To Be Completed by Principal or Designee” section of the Answer Booklet cover and provide a brief description of the accommodation.)

� While the vast majority of students eligible for accommodations are those with an IEP or served under a 504 plan, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act allows for students with disabilities who do not fit this profile to request that accommodations be considered.  To determine such a student’s eligibility, a request for accommodations with supporting evidence of a disability must be provided to the local administrator of special education who will then consult with the principal.  The principal may then authorize its provision.








