BASIC TERMS IN STATISTICS

VARIABLE – any characteristic of a person, group or environment that can vary or denote a difference.

DATA – numbers or measurements that are collected as a result of observations, interviews, and so on.

POPULATION – A complete set of individuals, objects or measurements having some common observable characteristics.

SAMPLE – a subset or part of population

PARAMETER – any characteristic of a population that is measurable.

STATISTICS – a number that describe a characteristic of a sample

RANDOM SAMPLING -  a method of selecting samples so that each sample of a given size in a population has an equal chance of being selected.

