SA21. Introduction to Sociology and Antrhopology

Exercise on Deviance

Look over today’s newspaper for three examples of criminal behavior. One example should involve white-collar crime in either a business or a government setting. Ideally you should select various types of newspaper (e.g. broadsheet and tabloid) as well as various types of people committing crimes (i.e. young and old, male and female, upper class-working class). Attach these articles and use them as the basis for answering the following questions:

1. Using the theories of deviance outlined in the text, offer an explanation as to why these particular people engaged in criminal activity. Which theory (theories) seems (seem) most useful in explaining why people commit crimes?

2. Which theory is most useful in explaining society’s reaction to the perpetrators’ criminal acts? What formal and informal elements of social control are present in your examples?

3. Pick one of your example and use it to illustrate the steps involved in the labeling process.

4. Provide a functionalist interpretation of crime. Then take a conflict theorists’s point of view and show how definition of crime, and the punishment that result, depend on the power structure of a society.

