Introduction to Sociology and Anthropology

Exercise 1

2nd Semester 2005-2006

Choose a contemporary social issue ( e.g. terrorism, prostitution, criminality, crisis in government, capital punishment, insurgency, etc.)

A. State three aspects of the way the issue would be approached by journalist or talk show host, then contrast these points with three aspects of the way a sociologist/anthropologist would approach the same problem. You may want to consider issues such as background, motivation, audience, role of research, and /or time frame.

B. Imagine a panel consisting of 1 structuralist-functionalist, 1 conflict thinker, and 1 interactionist in orientation to discuss the same problem in letter A. How would each theorist approach this issue. What would be some of their basic assumptions, what would be some information that they would be looking for and tentative conclusions they may forward,. What criticisms might they offer of others’ viewpoints?

