SA21. INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY

2ND SEMESTER, 2005-2006

EXERCISE 2

DECODING NORMS

Rationale:

This is an exercise that helps you to see how social life is organized. Each and every situation we encounter is shaped by a series of rules and expectations. Usually, we pay little or no attention to them until they are broken. For example, a typical school classroom contains a huge array of written and unwritten rules that enable it to function without disintegrating into chaos. Social scientists call these rules norms. It is important for students to know how to recognize and decode norms around them. The skill enables us to interpret and appropriately control our social environments. Otherwise we are at their mercy.

Objectives:

· Recognizing and evaluating the function of formal and informal norms

· Understanding the shaping force of environment on norms and behavior

· Observing deviant behavior and assessing its connection to the social environment

Instructions:

The exercise requires you to spend time systematically observing two social environments. One environment will be familiar to you, and one will not. You will need to set aside about 90 minutes for each observation period. There will be two observation periods. You will be planning and conducting your observations alone.

1. Choose one familiar and one unfamiliar social environment that you will observe.

2. Use Worksheet 1 to decode the norms in the social environments you have chosen. This must be accomplished before doing the fieldwork.

Worksheet 1

A. Identify 3-5 formal norms that you might reasonably expect in each situation. What do you think is the function (or functions) of each formal norm? What do you think is the origin of each formal norm?

B. Identify one example of deviant behavior that might arise in the face of each of these formal norms. What individual needs and/or interests might cause these deviant behaviors to arise? Consider the multiple definition of deviance in each situation

C. Identify 3-5 informal norms that you might reasonably expect in each situation. What do you think is the function (or functions) of each informal norm? What do you think is the origin of each formal norm?

D. Identify one example of deviant behavior that might arise in the face of each of these informal norms. Consider individual needs and/or interests as well as multiple definition of deviance as in (b) above. 

3. Make any arrangements necessary to allow the observation periods to proceed, including informing authorities (if you think it is prudent) that you are a student working on a school requirement.

4. Record your findings using worksheet #2.

Field Analysis: Familiar/Unfamiliar Social Environment

Name:

Field Location:

Time begun:

Time ended:

Use this worksheet to organize the data that you have gathered:

· Your initial thoughts and feelings as you begin the observation

· Spatial arrangements of your chose location (sketches and pictures are useful supplements)

· Significant details of the spatial arrangement

· Overall emotional tone of the environment

· Formal norms

a. Environment links (how does the space encourage the norm?)

b. Behavioral links (what do people do in response to the norm?)

· Informal Norms

a. Environment links (how does the space encourage the norm?)

b. Behavioral links (what do people do in response to the norm?)

· Nonverbal behavior

a. Environment links (how does the space encourage the norm?)

· Verbal interaction

a. Environment links (how does the space encourage the norm?)

· Observable Deviance (review the Decoding Practice Exercise on this point)

· Individual needs and interests

· Definitions and perspectives

� Use separate worksheets for familiar and unfamiliar social environment.


� A guide in writing ethnography is available at the Reserve Section of Rizal Library.





