Pessimism spreading: Filipinos feel they are worse off 
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Pessimism seems to have spread among Filipinos these days. Majority think the quality of their life is bad right now and many feel it would remain as such in the next twelve months. 

In a survey from June 22 to July 13 conducted by Pulse Asia, a private polling agency, covering 1,200 samples, 59 percent of the respondents consider their personal quality of life “worse off now” relative to the past twelve months while only 13 percent, or one in ten, thought themselves “better off now.” 

The poll agency did not provide explanations as to the results of the survey but said that pessimism has spread among Filipinos both at the national and personal levels amid the various controversies and problems surrounding the conduct of the May 2004 national elections. 

Between February and June 2004, the proportion of gainers drops by 6 percentage points while the percentage of losers increases 10 percentage points, said Pulse Asia. 

Across the country’s geographic areas, a majority of Filipinos consider themselves losers with the biggest proportion being recorded in Mindanao (68 percent to 78 percent). 

The percentage of winners, the poll agency said, ranges only from 8 percent in urban Mindanao to 14 percent in Metro Manila, in urban Luzon and in rural Mindanao. 

The survey also said that about four in ten Filipinos expect their lives to be worse off and about the same percentage say that they don’t anticipate any changes in their quality of life, negative or positive. 

Across the country, those in Mindanao (59-68 percent) are most pessimistic about the next 12 months while those in Luzon (33-34 percent) are most optimistic that they will be better off next year, said the private poll agency. It is only in Luzon where the optimists outnumber the pessimists [34 percent against 28 percent]. 

Despite the creeping pessimism about their quality of life, however, Filipinos does not seem to take it against the Arroyo administration. 

Amidst the growing pessimism among Filipinos, as well as allegations made by the political opposition of massive cheating on the part of the administration in the wake of the May 2004 elections, President Arroyo still succeeds in scoring small majority approval and trust ratings [55 percent and 52 percent, respectively] that are not significantly different from the ratings recorded prior to the holding of the national elections, said Pulse Asia. 

The polling firm said that the President particularly enjoys higher approval ratings among farmers and fisherfolk (62 percent), the Visayans (65-70 percent), and rural Mindanaoans (66 percent). Metro Manilans (42 percent), private sector employees (45 percent), urban Mindanaoans (46 percent) and the self-employed, according to the survey, results are the least appreciative of Arroyo’s performance. 

Pulse Asia also said that Mrs. Arroyo posted her highest trust ratings in the Visayas (63-68 percent). 

Significantly higher trust ratings are granted by those with at best an elementary education [58 percent], those aged 65 years old and above [59 percent], those in the countryís rural areas [60 percent], farmers and fisherfolk [62 percent], and in rural Mindanao, said Pulse Asia. Those in urban Mindanao [28 percent], in the private sector [29 percent], and in Metro Manila are the most critical of the President, while disapproval is lowest in the Visayas. 

The survey also asked about Filipinos top urgent national concerns. The results showed that economic issues have remained the most important national issues among Filipinos. 

While Filipinos were most concerned with national economic recovery in February 2004, topping the list at present is controlling inflation with half of the population citing it as an urgent national concern, said Pulse Asia. 

Other big constituency national concerns in June 2004 are the low pay of workers [29 percent], poverty [29 percent], peace [32 percent], national economic recovery [34 percent], and graft and corruption [35 percent]. 

This finding apparently reflects the people’s response to the recent spikes in inflation rates. In June, the country’s inflation rate rose to 5.1 percent fueled by rising prices of food, beverage and tobacco; fuel, light and water; and services as a result of high international prices of crude oil. Higher crude prices, resulting from rising demand from the United States, Japan, China and India, as well as political turmoil in Iraq and the entire Middle East, has fueled a spate of increases in fares and pump prices of petroleum products, like gasoline, diesel, kerosene and liquefied petroleum gas. 

Across the country’s geographical areas and socioeconomic classes, inflation is the most often-cited national concern [49-54 percent] in Luzon, in the Visayas and in Mindanao, as well as in Classes D and E, Pulse Asia noted. 

Metro Manilans are equally concerned with inflation and graft and corruption [42 percent and 45 percent], respectively), while those in Class ABC are most concerned with graft and corruption [48 percent]. 

