	Evidence Of Faith

	Do you believe in Jesus? What do you believe about Jesus? Can people tell whom and what you believe? If the object, subject, and evidence of faith are not congruent with one another, it is a fallacy. If what we personally believe in the heart is false, however sincerely we cling to it, what good will it do us? It can even cost us dearly. In Jesus' time, the world did not recognize Him; they did not realize that the Savior was in their midst. Are we as blind as they were? 

“He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ And Simon Peter answered and said, ‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God’” (Matthew 16:15-16). “He found first his own brother Simon, and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’” (which translated means Christ)  (John 1:41). “...but these have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31). Are we absolutely convinced that we can stake our life believing that Jesus is the Christ and tell others about it like Andrew did? Based on the Scripture passage from 1 John 5:1-5, the evidence of faith are:
1. LOVE. “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God; and whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments” (1 John 5:1-2). How can we love those who hit us where it hurts, trample upon our rights and pierce our hearts?  “...as He is, so also are we...” (1 John 4:17).  As Christ loves, so should we. “We love, because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). Just as children learn love by seeing their parents demonstrate it, God taught us how to love by loving us first. “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). As sinners guilty of violating God's laws, we deserve justice. But because of His mercy, He did not give us what we deserve, but fully forgave us and meted out the punishment–not on us, but on His Son. His unconditional love, given flesh through Jesus Christ, reconciled us to the Father. “Because He poured out Himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and interceded for the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12). Because of His grace, He has given us what we don't deserve – salvation and eternal life. 
Love is at work when we choose to forgive those who have wronged us, not from a distance, but through personal, restorative moves. We are to love our brethren, not for what they say, do or give, but for who they are: children of God. 
2. OBEDIENCE. “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome” (1 John 5:3). Giving thanks and praise to God are pleasing to God, but nothing delights Him more than our obedience. "Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams” (1 Samuel 15:22). “Christ's love compels us” (2 Cor. 5:14) toward obedience. There are two things we need to remember about obedience: 
a. Our obedience is the best expression of our love for God. On account of what Jesus Christ has done by His death on the cross, and if we truly believe that He did it for you and me, we become children of God. “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name” (John 1:12). Because God's love freed us from guilt for our sins against Him and made us heirs of His kingdom, these should create in us a heart of love for Him. If there are five human languages of love (touch, time, task, talk, and treasure) God has one that He appreciates the most: obedience.
b. Our obedience is motivated by our love for God. For some, rewards serve as their incentive to obey. Others obey for fear of the Lord's discipline. However, our real motivation for obedience should be love for God. As God loves a cheerful giver, so also God loves a cheerful follower. He wants us to follow His commands, not grudgingly, not reluctantly, but gladly. We struggle to be obedient to God even in ordinary times, but how much harder can it get when troubles come rushing in like a flood. Yet this psalmist declares: “I delight to do Thy will, O my God; Thy Law is within my heart” (Psalm 40:8). “Trouble and anguish have come upon me; Yet Thy commandments are my delight” (Psalm 119:143). Can we do the same?
3. VICTORY. “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world” (1 John 5:4). We Christians are soldiers in a spiritual battle. Satan and this world are viciously against us and we have our old sinful nature to contend with as well. These should keep us standing firm:
a. To overcome is expected of all believers. This is not something exclusive to the elite or the leaders of the church. Regardless of our age, status or spiritual level, we have two options: to be a victim or to be a victor. 
Eric Henry Liddell, whose life was immortalized in the film “Chariots of Fire,” refused to compete in the Olympic Games on a Sunday, a day which he held sacred, despite pressure from the Prince of Wales. It was his chance to have a shot at the gold for the 100-meter race, his best event. A week later, he joined the 400-meter race, and amazingly broke the record to win his first gold medal in the 1924 Paris Olympics. He later served as a missionary to China. 
Teri Tolosa, a CCF member who was active in several ministries, received complete healing and rest when she went home to the Lord a few days ago after battling with cancer. She underwent harrowing medical treatments and procedures, suffered so much pain, and was sustained financially only by the benevolence of kind donors. Yet as those close to her testify, she never once complained, but in her condition still managed to sing praises to God. She is a true overcomer. How about us, are we victims or victors? Have we learned to trust God, and are, therefore, able to rise above our circumstances?  
b. We overcome only by faith in Christ who is in us. No matter who we are or what our situation is, it is our faith in Jesus that makes us conquerors. “...and this is the victory that has overcome the world-- our faith. And who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God” (1 John 5:4b-5)? Fiery darts get thrown our way. Temptations are sometimes too many to fend off. Pressures, trials and tests may close in on all sides. It is only natural to be battle-scarred and weary. To be wounded is normal, but we don't have to be defeated. Christ Himself was wounded, but He overcame and won the victory. “You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).
The challenge for us is not to give up, and not to give in to the world and Satan's wiles and schemes to discourage or depress us. God's Word should encourage and comfort us: “Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary” (Isaiah 40:31).     
Who is Jesus to you? Is He your personal Messiah? If He is what you say He is, is there proof of that faith in your life?
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