	Certainties In Christ

	Uncertainties, possibilities and probabilities–these are what we have to deal with. Our life hangs in the balance unless we have something firm to latch on to.  Whenever things don't seem to go as we have planned, there are still certainties we can lean upon with confidence:

1. The Certainty Of Eternal Life. “No one knows for sure where we're going when we die”–this is a common human opinion of uninformed and misinformed origin. But for those who know the Truth, faith convictions are worth dying for. The disciples who were up close and personal with Jesus during His incarnation, His resurrected existence, until His ascension, stood up as witnesses for Christ despite heavy opposition. 

Even God Himself testifies to this. “If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for the witness of God is this, that He has borne witness concerning His Son. The one who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the witness that God has borne concerning His Son. And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life” (1 John 5:9-13). God has given us the gift of eternal life in His Son. When we put our faith in Christ and receive Him, Christ comes into our lives. Because we have the Son, we have life. “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). We can count on God's Word.  

2. The Certainty Of Answered Prayer. “And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him” (1 John 5:14-15). The direct access we have to God the Father, the right and privilege we have received from Him as His children, gives us the confidence to approach Him any time without the aid of intermediaries. Although He is involved in universal affairs, no time is untimely and no care is too trivial for God not to incline His ears to each and every child of His. Do we have prayers that don't seem to reach heaven? Perhaps, we need to ask ourselves whether we have any of the hindrances to prayer: 

· Unrighteousness/sin. “You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered” (1 Peter 3:7). As another Bible verse says, the prayers of a righteous man avails much. 

· Wrong motive. “You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures” (James 4:3). Anything self-serving or not honoring and glorifying to God won't meet His approval. 

· Not praying at all. “Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be made full” (John 16:24). God is not reluctant to bless us.  It is us who are hesitant to ask.

Otherwise, we simply need to persevere until something happens. The fact remains that we are not in the position to do all that we need to do or get what we want–neither do we have the power to do so. Nevertheless, we should not doubt that God hears and answers prayer. We just need to understand that God acts upon our requests in 3 different ways: Yes, No, and Wait. Sir William Temple injects the right attitude toward prayer: “God is perfect love and perfect wisdom. We do not pray in order to change His will, but to bring our wills into harmony with His.” His will is at all times unequivocally the best for us. When we embrace God's will, we allow His perfect plan to unfold before our eyes. Ruth Graham Bell concedes: “God has not always answered my prayers. If he had, I would have married the wrong man several times!” 

3. The Certainty Of Victory. “We know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was born of God keeps him and the evil one does not touch him. We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one” (1 John 5:18-19). The world is under the (limited) power of Satan, thus the spiritual blindness and presence of sin, but we don't have to feel trapped, for we have been redeemed and liberated from his clutches to God's dominion. From sons of disobedience, we have become sons of God, having a thirst for righteousness and a holy desire to follow Him in obedience. The struggle inside us, the tug-of-war between the flesh and the Spirit, proves the presence of Christ in us. So no matter how fierce and long-drawn-out the battle is, we can celebrate and appropriate Christ's victory. “Little children, you are from GOD and have overcome them; Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4).

Satan is like a roaring lion, but he is in a cage. Being born of God, we have a hedge of protection. However, we are seduced to get near the cage, and before we know it, we are bitten and enslaved by Satan. In the movie “Lord of the Rings,” the character Gollum was enchanted by the magical and evil One Ring, a symbol of what the world has to offer. When he wore the Ring on his finger, he eventually was destroyed by it, corrupted from the inside out. We have to be careful, therefore, to walk the straight and narrow path and stay away from sin. The greatest sin we can probably commit is to reject the offer of reconciliation from God through His Son, Jesus Christ. In humility, we need to come to God, acknowledging that we are weak and are in need of His help. “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy” (Jude 24).

“And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding, in order that we might know Him who is true, and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life” (1 John 5:20). Just as a man jumps from an airplane and clings to a parachute to keep him from falling, we, too, must make that leap of faith and trust in Jesus alone to save us. Some of us may have made that decision, but we let problems and feelings get the better of us.  Through the rough and tumble of life's journey, we just need to rest in God's love, power and faithfulness, and enjoy the ride and the view. In Christ, we can be sure that everything's going to be okay.
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