	PRACTICE THE PRESENCE OF GOD

	“O Lord, Thou hast searched me and known me. Thou dost know when I sit down and when I rise up; Thou dost understand my thought from afar. Thou dost scrutinize my path and my lying down, And art intimately acquainted with all my ways. Even before there is a word on my tongue, Behold, O Lord, Thou dost know it all. Thou hast enclosed me behind and before, And laid Thy hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is too high, I cannot attain to it. Where can I go from Thy Spirit? Or where can I flee from Thy presence? If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there. If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, Even there Thy hand will lead me, And Thy right hand will lay hold of me. If I say, "Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, And the light around me will be night," Even the darkness is not dark to Thee, And the night is as bright as the day. Darkness and light are alike to Thee. For Thou didst form my inward parts; Thou didst weave me in my mother's womb. I will give thanks to Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Thy works, And my soul knows it very well” (Psalm 139:1-14).
GODISNOWHERE. It may be read as GOD IS NOWHERE or GOD IS NOW HERE. It all depends on who reads it; and how he reads it is subject to what he believes. God is all over – here, there, everywhere. Who dares argue? "'Am I a God who is near,' declares the Lord, 'and not a God far off? Can a man hide himself in hiding places, so I do not see him?' declares the Lord. 'Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?' declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 23:23-24). God is omnipresent. His Spirit is transcendent over His creation, and therefore cannot be contained or confined. We build churches dedicated to the Lord where we can come together as one, and His presence fills the place when we congregate to worship Him, but He goes with us wherever we go. 
If we believe God is omnipresent and is with us, do we behave with the conscious reality of His presence? A quote from Brother Lawrence reads: “The most holy and necessary practice in our spiritual life is the presence of God.” Practicing the presence of God will overhaul our moral standards, mold our character and lead us to a lifestyle of Christ-likeness. When we cultivate a higher consciousness of God's presence in our private moments, it will be apparent in the public eye. If we had a special guest in our home, we would most likely make sure we behave properly. Therefore, carrying out a sinful act with the full knowledge that God is beside us would be the ultimate sign of disrespect and lack of love for Him. Christianity is not a Sunday affair, but a 24/7 habit. Practicing, then, the presence of God brings:
1. CONVICTION. The omnipresence of God works in consonance with His omniscience. He sees, hears, and knows everything. God is intimately acquainted with all our thoughts and activities, even the things said in hushed tones behind closed doors. An increased awareness of God's presence will sharpen our spiritual sensitivity, such that what is right and wrong will ring loud and clear. 
In the Book of Joshua chapter 7, Achan thought he had committed a perfect crime. Seeing their plunder as they conquered Jericho, Achan coveted articles of beauty and value from the treasures devoted to the Lord and for safekeeping in the temple treasury. In cahoots with his family, Achan stole some of these, lied about them and concealed them among his personal belongings. The result of Achan's sin defiled the whole Israelite army, causing their defeat against their enemy. But since nothing can be hidden from God, God used Joshua to examine the hearts of the people of Israel. Achan's sin was found out. As Luke 12:2-3 says: "But there is nothing covered up that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known. Accordingly, whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in the inner rooms shall be proclaimed upon the housetops.” God convicted Achan, Achan confessed, and he and his family suffered the consequence – they were stoned to death and burned by the Israelites. When they were removed, the Lord turned from His anger. Conviction should bring about repentance. Until we confess and turn away from sin God's omnipresence will not change but His manifest presence will, through withdrawal of His support such that we cannot stand before our enemies.
King David was tormented by his own sins as God's conviction pursued him. He thus wrote: “I keep Thy precepts and Thy testimonies, for all my ways are before Thee” (Psalm 119:168). When we are conscious of the fact that we stand before the very eyes and presence of the Lord, we will have the conviction to flee from temptation before its onslaught.
2. COMFORT. God's constant presence right by our side does not imply that God is a cosmic policeman who watches our every move so He can catch us in the very act of compromise. On the contrary, He is a loving Father who stays close to us so He can readily help us in time of need. He will not give up on us even when we sin. “Even there Thy hand will lead me, and Thy right hand will lay hold of me” (Psalm 139:10).
The tandem of Paul and Silas had just experienced physical bashing from Roman soldiers and were eventually bound to stocks behind prison bars, but they practiced The presence of God even in the midst of their imprisonment and were able to sing hymns of praise to God. The earthquake that shook the place, loosened the stocks fastened to their feet, and jarred the prison doors open was in itself testimony of God's manifest presence (See Acts 16:23-34).
As holocaust survivor Corrie ten Boom testifies through experience: “There is no pit so deep that God is not there.” The presence of God does not mean we will be spared from problems, but He will be with us in the midst of our problems and eventually turn them into blessings. Isaiah 43:1-2 has very comforting words: “But now, thus says the Lord, your Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel, 'Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine! When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor will the flame burn you.'” We may be going through dark episodes in our life, but knowing that God is with us should be comfort enough. The psalmist, personally proving this truth, says: “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4).
3. CONFIDENCE. When our confidence is in money or in men, they will surely disappoint us. But when our confidence is in God, He will never fail us. “Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, 'I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,' so that we confidently say, 'The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. What shall man do to me?'” (Hebrews 13:5-6). Hence, we will no longer try to manipulate people to conform them to our mold, and we won't anymore seek to control situations to suit our taste. The practice of God's presence gives us confidence that wherever we are is where God wants us to be. We may not be happy where we are, but when we serve God in it, a new perspective and attitude will take over and dramatically change everything. Jesus assures us, “...lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). Because He is with us, we can have the confidence and boldness to preach the Gospel even in a hostile environment, just like in the case of Paul. Other people will see how peacefully we cope when we put our trust in God especially during difficult times, and they too will want to draw near to God themselves.
GOD IS NOW HERE. Do our thoughts, words, and actions confirm this?
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