	WHAT GOD DID

	Ushering in the New Year is a big worldwide celebration. And before the old year is totally relegated as just part of history, media does a recap of it, reliving it with flashbacks of events of major significance that made it to the news as headlines or banner stories. While most news are depressing, we have a wonderful good news that we share as God's children. Ephesians 2:1-10 tells us what we have been saved from, who we are saved by, and what we are saved for. Therefore, we have every reason to celebrate because of what God did, with an understanding of: 
I. THE REAL YOU. Whatever we may be, regardless of culture, status, education, gender, age or religion, in our human condition, we are lost and hopeless. In God's yardstick of righteousness, no one measures up. In God's holy sight, all our righteous deeds are as filthy rags. As the Bible says: "There is none righteous, not even one; There is none who understands, there is none who seeks for God; All have turned aside, together they have become useless; there is none who does good, there is not even one...There is no fear of God before their eyes” (Romans 3:10-18). In the core of our beings, seeking God doesn't come naturally. But God did something in our hearts to draw us to Himself. He saved us from ourselves, described as:
A. DEAD. “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins...” (Ephesians 2:1). Because of our trespasses and sins, we are in a spiritually dead state, with no understanding and appreciation of spiritual things. To trespass is to cross the line, doing what we shouldn't do, going where we should not go. To sin is to miss the mark, failing to do what we ought to. On both counts, we are all culpable. We may be breathing, but we are already dead, without our realizing it.
B. DISOBEDIENT. “...in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience” (Ephes. 2:2). Our propensity to sin makes us walk in disobedience according to the world's value system which is alien to God. Powers and principalities of the demonic realm – evil spirits, liars, tempters and destroyers control the world and influence unsuspecting people like us. In our worldliness, through our vices, habits and struggles, we create an opening for sin to gain a stronghold in our lives.
C. DEPRAVED. “Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind...” (Ephes.2:3a). The potential to sin is intrinsic in every man. There's a dark side and an evil streak in all of us. We all have a dysfunctional root that produces the sinful fruit in our lives. Man's depravity is a stark reality. We sin because we are sinners, and that's the hard truth. The flesh is that part of us that gravitates towards sin, and the devil capitalizes on it. The desires and lusts of the flesh emerge in our indulgent lifestyle that satisfies our sinful appetites because of our self-centered human nature. It's this evil within that will always be contrary to God. 
D. DOOMED. “...and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest” (Ephes. 2:3b). We are in our real nature children of wrath, under God's condemnation. Wrath is God's divine reaction to evil, for He refuses to overlook or compromise sin. No one would relish God's wrath. Even Christ prayed agonizingly at the Garden of Gethsemane if it was at all possible that He be spared from the cup of wrath. On the Cross, all the sins of humankind were heaped upon Jesus, hence the corresponding wrath was poured out on Him, as He suffered alone, separated from the presence of God. But our loving Savior endured everything for our sake. Our only hope is to embrace the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and Savior, believing that He took away our sins by taking our place as He died on the Cross to deliver us from the wrath of God. Yet the real us balk at the idea of turning to Christ. John 3:18 says however: "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” 
SIN + DEPRAVITY AND DISOBEDIENCE = DEATH. GOD'S ANSWER TO THIS IS GRACE THROUGH CHRIST'S DEATH AND RESURRECTION! The Blood Jesus shed on the Cross has brought new birth, new life, even eternal life. 
II. THE REDEEMED YOU. Those who have believed and received His grace can be sure that: 
A. WE ARE AND HAVE BEEN LOVED. The REAL US, guilty of sin, depravity and disobedience, deserve the DEATH sentence. “But God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love with which he loved us...” (Ephesians 2:4) saw us as weak, helpless and hopeless, and so reached down to us. We are a despised lot, but God embraced us through Jesus. He did not pass on the judgment we deserved, but offered His Son as Sacrificial Lamb.
B. WE ARE AND HAVE BEEN MADE ALIVE. “...even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)” (Eph. 2:5). While we were yet sinners, dead in our transgressions, Christ died for us to pay the penalty for our sins. Through Christ's death and resurrection, we have been born again, made spiritually alive in Christ. 
C. WE ARE AND HAVE BEEN EXALTED. “And raised us up with him, and seated us with him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus...” (Eph. 2:6). Just as Christ has been raised up and is now seated at the right hand of the Father, our union with Christ has given us the honor to be seated with Him to rule with Him in the heavenlies. 
D. WE ARE AND HAVE BEEN SAVED. “....in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast” (Eph. 2:7-9). By grace we have been saved apart from any merit or works. God initiated it, Christ finished it. Salvation is a gift, not a reward for works. But for salvation to be ours, we must receive it by faith.
III. THE RE-CREATED YOU:
A. WE ARE GOD'S MASTERPIECE. “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephes. 2:10). God is carefully crafting us as His artwork, like a beautiful poem for everyone's appreciation, especially God's, to reflect Christ's image doing what Jesus would do.
B. WE ARE GOD'S MESSAGE. Faith that saves works. As we have received love, mercy and grace, we need to give the same to a hurting world. We should therefore get out of our comfort zones and touch lives for Christ. 
As we take stock of all these, there are two things that God hopes will happen in our hearts as our response – that out of it will flow gratefulness and a passion to share what God has done for us. Assured as we are of entering heaven, there are a few things we will not be able to do once we get there, and that is to tell the Good News in Jesus Christ. To resolve anew and in unprecedented ways to touch the world with the grace of God, no better time than NOW.

	Date given: 12/31/2006
Speaker: Ptr. Vince Burke


