	THE FEAR OF GOD

	In some cultures, no entry is allowed into a sacred place to anyone wearing less than acceptably decent attire. Shoes have to be removed in some places that are considered to be holy ground. The Quakers, a religious society that started in the 1600's, is so-called because they tremble and quake before God. 
However, at the rate even Christians today have a flippant attitude towards God, one wonders whether “God-fearing men” have gone extinct. People curse nonchalantly using God's name. Some casually refer to Him as “The Man Upstairs.” We reduce God and accord Him the same treatment we are wont to give to our own humankind. “The one who says, 'I have come to know Him,' and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him” (1 John 2:4). 
The knowledge of God and the fear of God are two sides of the same coin. The Bible validates this: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding” (Proverbs 9:10). “Then you will discern the fear of the Lord, and discover the knowledge of God” (Proverbs 2:5). Hendrickson defines fear of God as “being afraid to offend God in any way.” It is giving God the respect, awe and reverence due Him. His majesty deservingly commands nothing less. “Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 Cor. 7:1). 
We obtain positional holiness upon coming to Christ - forgiven of our sins after admission of guilt and sincere repentance. This holiness, however, has to be practiced and lived out. If we think we can continue in sin and still enjoy the rewards of heaven, we are deceived. We have formed our own theology to suit our taste, prostituting the free gift of salvation and turning it into a license to sin. Just because we don't drop dead after insulting God with our light treatment of sin does not mean we have escaped judgment. It may not come immediately, but a day of reckoning will certainly come sooner or later. “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are made manifest to God; and I hope that we are made manifest also in your consciences” (2 Cor. 5:10-11). “Perfect love casts out fear” (1 John 4:18). There is no contradiction between love and fear of God. They serve to complement each other. A child loves but at the same time fears his father. Where both elements are present, the product is obedience.
A personal encounter with the awesome God incites fear of Him, much like Isaiah's experience. “In the year of King Uzziah's death, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings; with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called out to another and said, 'Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.' And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of Him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. Then I said, 'Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of host'” (Isaiah 6:1-8). The holiness of God strips us naked and exposes our sinful state and abject spiritual poverty. When we come to grips with the reality that He is the Sovereign Lord and that He is Judge this would nudge us to do the following:
1. Walk in all His ways. "And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul” (Deuteronomy 10:12). "And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, by carefully observing all the words of this law and these statutes” (Deut. 17:19). The fear of the Lord prods us to walk constantly and consistently in obedience to Him, that the holiness that has been credited to us at the same instance we turned over our life to Christ may be practiced and lived out. 
People who don't fear God are in danger of following after King Uzziah. Uzziah, though he started out on the right foot, later took a misstep, lost his foothold and ultimately backslid. He was walking in the ways of the Lord, until pride crept in and caused him to make a mockery of things consecrated to God. He thought he could hide under the authority of his position. When confronted with the truth, he paid no heed. God, therefore, smote him with leprosy, a dreaded, then incurable skin disease. In spite of the affliction, he never repented, so for the remainder of his life, he was cut off from God and society, never receiving healing until the day he died (See 2 Chronicles 26:3-21). “For we know Him who said, 'Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.' And again, 'The Lord will judge His people.' It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:30-31). 
2. Turn from Evil. “Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and turn away from evil” (Proverbs 3:7). Abimelech was a pagan king who took a liking to Sarah, and took her after Abraham lied that she was his sister. But God, in a dream, laid bare Abimelech's sin for taking a married woman. He turned away from his sin, and made restitution by returning Sarah to Abraham, just as God commanded. He also castigated Abraham for lying and causing him to stumble (See Genesis 20:1-11).
Tancredo Neves, president-elect of Brazil in 1985, never got to serve his term. He fell severely ill a day before his oath-taking, and died a month later. His infamous words during his campaign were: “Not even God can remove me from my office.” A mother of a teenaged daughter who was picked up by friends in a car with a drunk driver, voiced her concern: “Honey, I'm concerned for you. You need to pray. You need God with you.” The daughter shot back: “If God wants to ride with us, let Him ride in the trunk!” That night, the vehicle figured in a fatal accident. Not one person inside the car survived. The policemen, however, were puzzled at what they discovered. The trunk was full of crates with eggs, but not one egg cracked. God can not be mocked! Are we treading the wrong path? Changing direction will not only honor God, but will avert His judgment.
3. Expect Divine Blessings. “The secret of the Lord is for those who fear Him, and He will make them know His covenant” (Psalm 25:14). God promised to endow great and wonderful blessings to those who fear Him. “In the fear of the Lord there is strong confidence, and His children will have refuge. The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, that one may avoid the snares of death” (Proverbs 14:26-27). “The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues them... O fear the Lord, you His saints; for to those who fear Him, there is no want” (Psalm 34:7, 9). “The fear of the Lord leads to life, so that one may sleep satisfied, untouched by evil” (Proverbs 19:23). “The reward of humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, honor and life” (Proverbs 22:4). Those who fear God can expect to be blessed and they will see God's Word fulfilled. 
What phobias freeze us up? Who are we afraid of? God says: "And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
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