	PREPARE TO MEET YOUR GOD

	A lot of people have been accustomed to making New Year's resolutions in the hope of starting the year right. Making them is easy, but the follow through isn't. What, therefore, should be our motivation for resolving to make positive changes in our lives? As we enter the year 2007, we need to major on four (4) resolution points:
1. Progress. We resolve to do better, to kick old bad habits and develop new good ones, because we know deep inside that there's room for improvement. The moment we stop learning and growing, we either stagnate or regress. In riding a bike, the very instance we stop pedaling to advance forward, we are in for a fall. Growth is the evidence of life. A baby cannot stay in its infantile stage. The physical body needs to develop along with psychomotor skills. The same is true in our Christian life, where we graduate from one stage to another. The first stage is salvation or positional sanctification upon our coming to Christ. The second has to do with the whole transformation process which is called progressive sanctification. The final stage is perfected sanctification, where we see Jesus face-to-face. From the initial step to the final ascent, we need to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). Even Paul, the greatest missionary and apostle of all time, with all of the accomplishments tucked under his belt, never claimed at any point in his life that he had arrived. “Not that I have already obtained it, or have already become perfect” (Philippians 3:12). We are not meant to be content with where we are now in our Christian walk, but to acquire a holy dissatisfaction, aspiring to go up one notch higher in spiritual maturity. As Chuck Swindoll puts it: “God is seeking progress, not perfection.” Nothing can be more disgusting to God than to treat Him with cold and impersonal indifference. “So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth” (Rev. 3:16). 
We can learn a lot from the giraffe. The mother giraffe would, as often as necessary, kick its new born baby giraffe. And as often as the baby tumbles to the ground, the mother would just as quickly give the baby a boot to goad it to stand up and run. It's the protective instinct of the mother giraffe teaching and training its young to survive in the wild jungle where lions and wolves prowl for easy, slowpoke preys. Hence, we need to grow in the knowledge of God and Scriptures because our hearts can easily be deceived or discouraged by what happens or what the world presents.
So how is our progress rating compared to last year? Are we more loving and caring toward others? Have we become more passionate for the Lord? Do we long for the next time we can be alone and quiet with God? Are we more thirsty for the Word of God that we just have to read the Bible as often as we could? 
2. Priority. Contrary to popular belief, the Christian life is not about addition, but about subtraction. In the spiritual journey, to make it to the final destination, it is wiser to travel light. The rule of thumb is to do what's most important, get what's most valuable, because we cannot do everything or have everything. To be more and have more, we must be willing to make a trade-off. When the surpassing value of knowing Christ intimately is everything to us, everything else is secondary. “More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ” (Philip. 3:8). Intimacy with God will wisen us up to know what should come first in a “to do list.” Having identified and decided what his priority was, Paul then set out to do one important thing. “Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead” (Philip. 3:13). As David Livingstone, a contemporary missionary, said: “I place no value on anything I have or possess except in relationship to God's kingdom.” It actually reverberates what Matthew 6:33 says: "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.” 
3. Past. Looking back will slow us down. The 4 minute mile race that pitted runners Bannister and Landy proves this. In the first half-mile, Landy was ahead. In the last 80 yards, they were neck to neck. But John Landy made a fatal mistake of looking back trying to find out where Bannister was, and the rest is history...Bannister won. If we are to be victorious Christians, we must stop dwelling in the past. The right way to handle the past is to deal with it. Accepting the fact that the past cannot be changed is winning half of the battle. No issues should remain undealt and unresolved. Avoiding the same mistakes is to have learned from the past. Failure should not keep us from further attempts; success should not make us sit on our laurels toward complacency. Hurts and disappointments need a final once-over, and then keep them buried. Getting down to the important tasks of the present, which is to spread God's love through the Gospel, and looking forward to the future with joyful expectancy should be our main focus.
4. Persevere. Paul avows: “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philip. 3:14). Chuck Templeton and Billy Graham were contemporaries who founded the Youth for Christ Movement. Chuck was a better speaker than Billy, but somewhere along the way, Chuck stopped serving the Lord and Billy became a prominent, celebrated speaker and evangelist. Lesson: Don't quit, don't be discouraged, press on! To walk this earth is like trudging in drudgery, with many obstacles to hurdle, mountains to climb, sufferings to bear, tribulations and temptations to overcome. Perseverance has done its work when we grow robust in character and hope keeps us hanging on. “And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope” (Romans 5:3-4). One thing is needed – to fix our eyes on God. When we turn our eyes off God, we stumble and fall. Our eyes must be on the finish line, and the prize we must be straining for is to be with Jesus. “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1-2).
Towards the end of our journey, whenever that might be, can we then say in agreement with Paul: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing” (2 Tim. 4:7-8)?
The Christian life is a marathon. Perseverance is the name of the game. Our strength will come from Jesus Himself as we fix our eyes on Him. Finishing is important. But finishing well is better still. For when we see Jesus face-to-face, what a refreshing sound it would be to hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

	Date given: 1/7/2007
Speaker: Ptr. Peter Tanchi


