	Love One Another

	Loving nice people is easy. But loving imperfect people? We all have a lot to learn in this department. As one quotation from Epictetus reads: “It is impossible for a man to learn when he thinks he knows already.” 
The test of loving God is love for one another. “For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another” (1 John 3:11). Loving God is not an option. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). We love because God first loved us, and if we do not experience the love of God, we cannot love others. “We love, because He first loved us. If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen” (1 John 4:19-20). The need to love one another comes from the realization that love begins from God. “The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love” (1 John 4:8). 
Christianity doesn't have to be complicated, as some of us make it. 1 John 3:23 makes it very simple for us: believe in the name of Jesus, and love one another. Faith, love and obedience are an inseparable trio. If we believe in Jesus, we will love God. Because of love for God, we will obey Him. And we will obey Him by loving others, because that is His command. “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him” (1 John 3:14-15). Salvation bears the fruit of love. Love gives us the security of salvation.
If we are able to love one another, then we won't have to worry about the whole law. For this, "You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet, and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law” (Romans 13:9-10). 
Love, therefore, is paramount. When we give love, we have a lot more to gain. The benefits derived out of loving are tremendous.
1. Love Protects. When we uphold the interests, the welfare and the good of others above our own, that is love. The brothers, Cain and Abel are examples of what love is not and what love is. Cain gave to the Lord only what was expedient, and only out of obligation. Abel's love for the Lord caused him to give God due worship with all the best he could give. Abel's offering became a fragrant aroma to God; he, thus, found favor in God's sight. Cain, on the contrary, did not please God. If Cain truly loved God and his brother, Cain would have been happy for Abel. But Cain became so bitter with envy that he slew his brother (See 1 John 3:12; Genesis 4:3-8).  
When we do not love, we are vulnerable to the sin of envy, which is discontent or uneasiness at the sight of another's excellence or good fortune, accompanied with some degree of hatred and a desire to possess equal advantage. We are not happy for others who succeed but wish we were in their place, that sometimes we go to the extent of stepping on the person's toes to get to where he/she is, or doing some other irrational act. With love, however, we rejoice and celebrate with others when they succeed and prosper. When they go through bad times, we will commiserate with them instead of gloating over their misfortune. 
Those who walk in an upright manner shouldn't be surprised if the world hates them (See 1 John 3:13). The righteousness of others exposes our own moral bankruptcy. But when we invest in love, hatred goes bankrupt. Hatred poisons, but love heals, builds up, and protects.  
Love will keep singles from engaging in premarital sex because with love, they will want to protect each other's purity.  Love will make a spouse stay away from adultery in order to protect the emotional well-being of his/her mate, and at the same time to protect the unity of the family, and to protect the name of God.      
2. Love Propels. A young boy selling newspapers in Chicago was caught in a blizzard one day. He would die in the freezing cold if he slept in his usual corner in the park. Knocking at the door of a house, a nice lady let him in and took care of him. The fireplace kept him warm. A wonderful dinner, the first real meal he ever had, was prepared for him and satisfied his hunger. A nice, warm shower, the first real bath he ever took, made him smell and feel clean. As he was tucked into bed, he felt comfortable and secure for the first time. Because someone cared enough, the boy came to know what John 3:16 is all about. The Gospel is likewise effectively preached when we witness to others in love. Words are cheap, so love should be expressed outwardly through action. “But whoever has the world's goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth” (1John 3:17-18).  
Love also means speaking the truth. People want to hear only what's pleasing to the ears, but our love for a neighbor who has gone wayward will make us speak the truth even if it hurts, so the other person can learn and be set right.  
No greater power than God's love will stimulate us to love Him, worship Him and serve Him. Great love for God will be stronger than any temptation and will make us victorious overcomers of sin. Love, not will power, will propel us to take the path of righteousness and obedience to God.  
3. Love Preserves. Albert Speer, a Nazi war criminal, admitted his guilt, and was sentenced to 20 years imprisonment, but still did not have peace after serving his prison term. That's because he never heard about the love of God in His Son, Jesus Christ, through whom there is forgiveness of sins. According to H.C. Trumbull: “Conscience tells us what we ought to do right, but it does not tell us what right is – that we are taught by God's Word.” Our conscience may have been numbed, or it can be oversensitive, so we need enlightenment from the Word of God. Many of us have a problem forgiving ourselves because we have never understood the love of God. God's love is unconditional, based on the finished work of Christ on the cross, not on who we are or what we have done. Receiving His love gives us confidence before God (See 1 John 3:21-22).  
Either we love or we hate. There is no middle ground. If we Christians have no love for one another, how can we impact the world? Our love for one another should be contagious that the whole world will catch it.
God showed His love by sending His only beloved Son into the world to redeem us from sin. Jesus' act of love for us was His sacrifice on the Cross. In response, what will we give or do to demonstrate our love for God and others?
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