	

	
	Like Father, Like Son

The cliché “Like father, like son” denotes a semblance between father and son, where one could be the spitting image of the other, or where the child takes after the parent in ways beyond the external. In the spiritual context, how can we tell who a child of God is?  
But aren't we all children of God? Wrong! We are all creatures of God, but unfortunately, not all of us are children of God. The Bible talks about children not of God. "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him” (John 8:44). So how does a person become God's child? “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:26). 
When we put our faith in Jesus Christ (believing that He is the Son of God who came to die on the cross for our personal sins), repent of our sins, and invite Him into our hearts as our Lord and Savior, new life in union with God begins. We are instantaneously born again in the Spirit and get adopted into God's family.  
Now that we are children of God by virtue of Christ's act and God's sovereign will, do we bear the image of the Father?  Does our life show that we are indeed our Father's children?  "You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit” (Matthew 7:16-18). 
1 John 3:1-12 talks about the lifestyle test. Firstly, what is God our Father like?  
God Is Love. He not only loves. He is love (1 John 4:8).  Great is the Father's love that He gave His one and only Son as a sacrifice that we may not perish but live (John 3:16). Unlike human love that is conditionally given based on performance, so unconditional is His love in that while we were still at enmity with God, He took the initiative to restore our fellowship with Him. “For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:7-8). Our sins crucified His Son, but the Father fully forgave us. He took one step further by taking us in as His own privileged children to share in His rich eternal estate, unworthy though we are. God will accept us as we are but because He loves us so much, He will not allow us to remain as we are, but will transform us so we would be more like Him. 
God Is Holy. His holiness radiates in purity as He Himself is light, being righteous and without sin. While God does His part of transforming us, we must do our part by consecrating ourselves, being set apart for God, not getting involved in worldly affairs that are displeasing to Him. “...but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy’” (1 Peter 1:15-16).   
Salvation is a one-time decision, but at the same time a continuing process that encompasses all of time. We have been saved the moment we came to Christ. All our past, present and future sins have been pardoned, for the penalty has been fully paid by Christ. Our punishment has been meted out on Christ. There is now no more condemnation for those who are in Christ.  
In the present, we are being saved from the power of sin. The Holy Spirit gives us the strength and power to overcome sin. We are daily being transformed, creating new desires that enhance godliness in us. The Holy Spirit convicts us and gives us an increasing abhorrence for sin. Because Christianity is a love relationship with God, we choose not to succumb to temptation and follow Christ instead.
In the future, we will finally be free from temptation, away from the presence of sin and in the presence of God, seeing ourselves gloriously mirrored in Jesus when we see Him face-to-face.
Meanwhile, God fashions us into His masterpiece through instruments of transformation: 
The Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God's indwelt presence in our lives. Having taken up residence in our hearts, He changes us inside out.  
The Word of God. Christianity is not a religion, but a relationship with the Living God. Reading His Word, the Bible, keeps us in touch with the Father. Having daily interaction with God keeps us attuned to Him. Eventually, we think, sound, feel and act more like the Father.  
The Trials of Life. No one savors the difficult circumstances of life, yet God makes no apologies about using them. They're harsh but effective teachers that impart valuable lessons to us, for we are often too stubborn to listen. Pain bends us down and places us in the best position that makes us receptive to God's correction. God's ultimate purpose is to conform us into the image of His Son. As long as we accept God's dealings and respond in all humility, these trials become the pathway to God's blessings. “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren” (Romans 8:28-29).  
Because of the certainty of one day seeing our King, the life we live on earth should be becoming of our royal status. Just as our Father is righteous, we, too, should practice righteousness, and this righteousness is summed up in loving God and loving others (See 1 John 3:10-11). Our Father has not given us commands to restrict us but to protect us, precisely because of His love for us. The wiles of the devil are designed to make us rebel against God by making us doubt His Word and intentions, and to deceive us about the consequences of sin  (See Genesis 3:1-2).  
Is our lifestyle one of righteousness? This does not mean we will never fail, but we will keep practicing until it becomes a lifestyle. We must let the light of Christ shine in our lives, enough to illuminate the dark corners in the lives of the neighbors around us.         
The difference between a child of God and a child of the devil are obvious. A pig wants to wallow in the mud, but the sheep, when it does fall into the mud, would bleat for help, wanting to get out and get a good scrub. When Christ entered our lives, His seed came to abide in us. The sinful nature is not totally eradicated, but we have the new nature of God. Which one do we allow to take over? 
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