	LOVING GOD

	Do we really honestly love God? There is no point in going further in the Christian life unless we have resolved this issue, otherwise we are playing games with God, or we are watering down Christianity to religiosity. God is not impressed with religion. He wants the real thing. We may be religious and yet not have love for God in our hearts. Just like faith, our love for God will be tested, and bogus love will surely flunk. Genesis 22:1-18 tells us how Abraham was subjected to such testing. As is true in Abraham's case, test results are based on the following criteria:

1. Obedience. What we think of God says a lot about how well we know Him, and the proof is in the observance of His commands. If we think God is a cosmic killjoy, we will have a problem giving in to His wishes. According to Oswald Chambers' assessment, “The root of all sin is the suspicion that God is not good.” Satan's strategy throughout history is to cause the people of God to doubt His goodness. It worked on Adam and Eve. To this day, many people struggle in the area of believing and following what the Bible says, because in their minds, it may not be in their best interest. When God puts up a “No trespassing, do not enter” sign, it is meant for our protection. God's commands are also His provisions for blessing. If people have difficulty obeying God, it's a question of trust that boils down to lack of knowledge of God. And how can we love God wholeheartedly without trust tied in? Without vacillating in the faith, Abraham obeyed God without question or delay. “Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ And He said, ‘Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah; and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you.’ So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him” (Genesis 22:1-3). Abraham's knowledge of God, love for God, and trust in God received a passing mark as he quickly went about to do what he was told, even if it meant offering his beloved son as a sacrifice to God. Bargaining with God or procrastinating could have earned a less than satisfactory rating. 
2. Surrender. Isaac, the son who came after more than 20 years of waiting, was the fulfillment of God's promise and plans for a great nation to Abraham. But why would God ask Isaac back from Abraham? God was not after the life of Isaac, rather He was after the heart of Abraham. Our heart belongs to whatever we put our attention and energy on. A quotation from John Piper reads: “God's greatest adversaries are His gifts.” The biggest temptation for a believer is surprisingly not “poison ivy” but “apple pies.” Apple pies, the blessings coming from God, have a way of dulling our heart and our desire for God. They are not bad, but they turn so when we love the blessing more than God. We tend to love the gifts more than the giver. We nibble at the table of pleasure, but it sometimes numbs us. This is illustrated in the parable in Luke 14:16-20: “But He said to him, A certain man was giving a big dinner, and he invited many; and at the dinner hour he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready now.' But they all alike began to make excuses. The first one said to him, 'I have bought a piece of land and I need to go out and look at it; please consider me excused.' And another one said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please consider me excused.' And another one said, 'I have married a wife, and for that reason I cannot come.'” We have an invitation to a banquet where we can feast as much as we want at God's table. Food from God's Word is provided in the Bible, that our souls may be filled to satisfaction. God wants us to dine with Him so we may taste His goodness, and enjoy sweet, intimate fellowship with Him. This will climax one day when we attend the greatest banquet of all time when all of us, children of God, will gather round Jesus. But we are exchanging all these for our present “apple pies,” not realizing that these are just crumbs compared to heaven's menu. There is nothing wrong with taking care of our homes and possessions, career or business, or relationships, but when they become our passion to God's detriment, they set us up into idolatry, obstructing the way for us to nurture our relationship with God. If we become too busy with other things that rob us of time with God, our hearts will be diverted. Love for God needs to be cultivated, and the investment required for the relationship to bloom is time. 
Love is a powerful motivating force. Just think of the things we can do in the name of love. But anything we do in the name of love that doesn't have God as its object will eventually destroy us. God is the only absolutely good and pure blessing that will never harm us. Knowing God will make us obey; loving God will make us surrender. When God gives us a blessing, but we do not know how to handle it, the same blessing can destroy us that it turns into a curse. Blessings are therefore to be held loosely. When we hold on too tightly to something, God will take it away from us. We can stubbornly cling to it, but when God pries our hands open, it will cause us pain. Until we are willing to let go, God cannot fill us with what's best. And until we are ready, God will not entrust to us His abundant blessings. So when God asks us to surrender something, we must offer it up without resistance. So what are the apple pies in our life? What are our Isaacs? 
3. Worship. Worship, the proper response to who God is and what He has done for us, is giving our best. And because it is centered on God, we can worship Him in good times and bad, irrespective of time, place, situation or circumstance. On that premise, Abraham, although he must have been tormented, gave worship to God. Abraham didn't know all the intricacies of life. But...“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac; and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; it was he to whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your DESCENDANTS SHALL BE CALLED.’ He considered that God is able to raise men even from the dead; from which he also received him back as a type” (Hebrews 11:17-19). Abraham's obedience and surrender was an act of worship that God delighted in, hence God promised Abraham more blessings. As a father, Abraham's life testimony made a deep impact on his son, Isaac. Years later, when confronted with a somewhat similar situation, Isaac was able to follow God in obedience, staying put instead of going to greener pastures in Egypt just as God commanded, and surrendering ownership to settle the dispute over earthly possessions (see Genesis 26).
Worship may not flow naturally for many of us. But once we begin to realize that we are sinners, we will learn to understand grace and appreciate Jesus for taking our place on the cross, and thus enable us to give God the worship He deserves. Because of the love God has for us, it is only right to reciprocate that love. And true love for God leads to obedience, surrender and worship.
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