	God Is Patient

	Have you ever heard of guests of honor being made to wait outside the door? Sadly, when it is Jesus who comes knocking at the door of our lives, we often keep Him waiting outside. But being the patient God that He is, He doesn't give up and invites us in Luke 11:9 to “knock, and it shall be opened to you.” 
The illustration of the fig tree aptly describes the patience of God. He waits for us to pick the time to grow and to finally bear fruit; to repent from our sins, from our backsliding ways, and come back to Him. 
All of us just assume that everyone who attends church belongs to the Body of Christ. Yet even in the Church of God, there are tares (weeds) among the wheat. It is hard to tell one from the other, simply because the enemy is busy sowing bad seed among the good seed. But since it is so hard to distinguish the righteous from those who only think they are righteous, we are not to judge them. There is danger that if we do, we might likewise hurt the good seed in the process. The job to judge is God's sole jurisdiction. (See Matthew 13:24-30)
What does this mean for us in the Church? It is never too safe to presume that we are all true heirs of the Kingdom of God. We may be well-entrenched in church, actively participating in a small group, diligently attending every activity, deeply involved in ministry, but in us are still the remnants of our old sinful nature which rears its ugly head once in a while. “Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed – not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence – continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling” (Philip. 2:12).
God reminds us: “You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other” (Galatians 5:13-15). Salvation is free for it is purely by grace, but it needs to be exercised for it to bear fruit as evidence that it is indeed genuine. How can we tell? By our fruit we shall be known. “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law” (Galatians 5:19-23).
This prods us into a personal introspection. Just as an annual physical exam is required to diagnose the health condition of our body, in the same way, spiritual check-ups are required to find out if we are at risk of the following diseases by asking ourselves the following questions: 
· Spiritual Blindness. Are your eyes clouded? Do you catch sight of God's presence and what He's doing in your life? Do you see the connection between your past, present and future? 
· Spiritual Loss of Hearing. Can you hear God speak to you through His Word during your quiet time or as He counsels you through the godly people around you, like your accountability partner, discipler or pastor? Can you sense His leading or warning? 

· Spiritual Leprosy. Have you lost the sensitivity to God's touch as He leads you by the hand daily? Have you become numb that you touch something that you shouldn't? 
· Spiritual Stroke. Has your mind been attacked by lies and confusion due to false teachings, bad counsel or eating only of God's Word that suits your taste? 

· Spiritual Heart Attack. Has your heart been hardened and led astray? 
· AIDS (“As If Daw Spiritual” or the Pharisees' Disease). Do you pride yourself into thinking that you are spiritual when you're not? Have you come to the point where you believe you have “arrived” that you take God's place judging others? 
This Spiritual Health Assessment should remind us that God is always patiently reaching out to us in love. As Matthew Henry says: “Sinners ought to take the rebukes of God's Word and rod as tokens of love to their souls.”
“For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God” (1 Peter 4:17)? When it comes to who Christ is and what He must be in our lives, we can only respond in one of two ways: Mock & Reject, or Believe & Be Saved. “And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Acts 2:21). Fence-sitting or being neutral is not an option. 
God is patient. He waits for those of us who mock, reject and pay no attention to Him to choose to invite Him in. Scripture says that there is another father, and that father is the devil. And we are all God's creatures but not everyone is His child. The difference between becoming God's child and being His creation lies in: Believing, Receiving, and Choosing to ACT by inviting Jesus into our life. As God's Word says: “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12).
Jesus invites: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice …and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me” (Rev. 3:20). This is not merely in the context of unbelievers who have yet to come to Christ, but also to those already in the faith who have not allowed Him access as Lord in all areas of their lives. Christ expects us to earnestly follow Him. We should be passionately following, abiding, and walking with Him (See Revelation 3:15-19). We may have closets or cabinets that are still under lock & key. He stands outside waiting for us to give Him the key to these secret places so He can come in and clean them up for us. "Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts” (Hebrews 4:7). 
Jesus patiently and persistently knocks and waits for us to Believe, to Receive, to Transform, to Bear Fruit, to Bear More Fruit, and to Bear Much Fruit. “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). As shown in the parable of the prodigal son, such is the patience of God and His love that in our filthy, stinking condition, He will take the initiative to hug us and simply say: “Welcome back, my child.” 
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