	God Is Faithful 100%

	When we have stayed long enough here on earth, we will come to the same conclusion as Mario Almario, who said: “When we look back and wonder how we ever made it through, we realize it is not because we have been clever, but because God has been wise; not because we have been strong, but because God has been mighty; not because we have been consistent, but because God has been faithful.” 
Steadfast, dependable, loyal, keeps promises and one’s word, trustworthy, reliable that is what it means to be faithful. When we go over the checklist of what it is to be faithful, we all fall short. Who has not broken a promise? Marriage vows are not kept. Statistics of failed marriages ending in divorce due to infidelity prove this. The only one we can lean on 100% of the time is God alone, whose Word is His oath, sworn by no higher name than His Name. "Know therefore that the Lord your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His commandments” (Deuteronomy 7:9). We are thus exhorted: “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful” (Hebrews 10:23). 
“I am the man who has seen affliction because of the rod of His wrath... I have become a laughingstock to all my people, their mocking song all the day... And my soul has been rejected from peace; I have forgotten happiness. So I say, ‘My strength has perished, and so has my hope from the Lord.’ Remember my affliction and my wandering, the wormwood and bitterness. Surely my soul remembers and is bowed down within me” (Lamentation 3:1, 14, 17-20). These are the words of a man who has known what it's like to be bowed down in pain and in anguish, sapped of strength, robbed of peace and happiness and plunged into depression and discouragement. As he looked around him, the sight of Jerusalem in ruins left the prophet Jeremiah in mourning. However, he was quick to look up, changing his outlook and producing a response that did not judge God based on circumstances, but judged circumstances based on God's character. "The Rock! His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; a God of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and upright is He” (Deuteronomy 32:4). His rejoinder goes: “This I recall to my mind, therefore I have hope. The Lord's lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is Thy faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22-23).
Although we are prone to go astray and run after other earthly loves, God's faithfulness endures because of His love and mercy. Because God is faithful 100%, even in the midst of trouble, trial and testing, we can:
1. Hope in Him. "The Lord is my portion," says my soul, "Therefore I have hope in Him" (Lament. 3:24). Jeremiah's nation was wiped out, yet he was able to declare these words. When we put our hope in anything other than God, we are in for disappointment. People will fail us, but God never will. Hope soars on the wings of faith. Since we can't be faithful 100% of the time, our security should rest on God who is 100% faithful 100% of the time. “If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself” (2 Timothy 2:13). 
A story is told of an Armenian father who, for several days persistently dug through the rubble left by an earthquake that buried his young son underneath even if it was highly unlikely that his son survived. His efforts paid off when his son–along with fourteen other children–came out alive. If an earthly father was faithful enough to come to his son's rescue without giving up, how much more our faithful God who has promised to see us through!
God, true to His character, is faithful to discipline, but He is also faithful to forgive. He is a holy and just God who deals with sin, but His judgments are righteous. He deals with sin to protect us from further harming ourselves, so that we may learn from our mistakes and take the path of righteousness. “For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines” (Hebrews 12:6). The writer of Psalm 119 understood this, and thus said: “I know, O LORD, that Your judgments are righteous, and that in faithfulness You have afflicted me” (Psalms 119:75). 
Though we fail and fall into sin, we can hope in God who is faithful to forgive. Despite our infidelity, God's fidelity extends outstretched arms beckoning us to return. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). When we confess, we must believe that our sin has been written off. We put our hope in God's faithfulness to His promises.
2. Wait on Him. “The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, to the person who seeks Him. It is good that he waits silently for the salvation of the Lord” (Lament. 3:25-26). When we're facing a blank wall, or going through a dark tunnel, we need to be still and wait upon the Lord. We may not understand why certain things happen, but God's light will certainly shine through. His promise to deliver stands. We can be open, though, to the lessons He wants us to learn while waiting. Waiting increases our faith in God and it helps us grow in the knowledge of God when we prove God's faithfulness and goodness to give what is best at the right time.
3. Stop complaining. “It is good for a man that he should bear the yoke in his youth. Let him sit alone and be silent since He has laid it on him” (Lament. 3:27-28). When we are in pain, it is so much easier to complain. It takes character and a great deal of trust to suffer through in silence. “...those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right” (1 Peter 4:19). Hardships are learning experiences that help develop our character. “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). They build our trust in God, who, in His faithful nature, will only do what is right. 
If the Queen of England would honor a simple postman for faithfully delivering mail under any weather condition for 43 years, how much more would our faithful God honor those who remained faithful to Him according to His promise! To those found faithful, His acclamation will be: “Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things, enter into the joy of your Master.” (Matthew 25:21,23). 
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