	GOD'S LOVE NEVER FAILS

	“Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part; but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away. When I was a child, I used to speak as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known. But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:8-13).
Life takes us on a journey of different stages toward maturity. From innocent child's play to selfish, worldly pursuits, our priorities change toward life's essentials. What worried us in the past have melted with the advent of faith. With the torrent of troubling events every which way we turn, we do not give up and cave in, for hope keeps us buoyant. We do not have all the answers now. Our knowledge is dim and incomplete. So until we are in this world, faith and hope are required. However, when the perfect comes, when we finally see Jesus face to face and His store of riches for us, faith will be perfected, for it will have turned to sight, and what we once simply longed for in our entire lifetime on earth – peace, joy, righteousness – will be realized. The lion and the sheep will eat together; children will play with vipers and cobras; sickness, death, tears and pain will be unheard of. Meanwhile, we must keep our faith and hope, and grow in love. But of the three, the greatest is love, for if faith and hope will be done away with, what will never fail will remain because it's what really matters – LOVE. 
God calls us to love others. To love, however, is to risk getting hurt and disappointed. Still, this should not stop us from loving. Many times in life, we either want certain people out of our lives, or there's no room for us in other people's lives. Love that conquers hate is illustrated by Edward Markham: “He drew a circle that shut me out: Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. But love and I had the wit to win: We drew a circle that took him in.” 
God is not impressed by our knowledge of the Bible or by a calendar booked with ministry activities. What pleases God is to be a reflection of who He is. We must know Him to be able to love. Some of His attributes are:
· God is Spirit (John 4:24), not a spirit. He cannot be seen by the physical eye, and therefore cannot be limited to any shape or form. He is Omnipresent, everywhere at any one time, and we must worship Him in Spirit. No man can connect with Him visually. The only way we can communicate with God is through His Spirit, made possible when His Spirit dwells in us the moment we invite Christ to reside in our hearts permanently as our personal Lord and Savior. Having quiet time with God provides the opportunity for communion with God. 

· God is Light (1 John 1:5). There is no darkness in Him, no lie or evil or sin in Him. He gives only the Truth, and sheds the light of wisdom and guidance toward the path of life, righteousness and peace. We can be secure in His trustworthiness. 

· God is Love (1 John 4:8). God's love never fails, for it is eternal as He is immortal. If we abide in Him, His love will abide in us. If only for this reason, we will never fail. 

Since God is love, we need to learn from what characterizes His divine “agape” love – the antithesis to the romantic, erotic, selfish kind of love Hollywood depicts. God's love is:
1. UNINFLUENCED. There is nothing in us that merited God's love for us. There's nothing we have done that made Him love us. "The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but because the Lord loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the Lord brought you out by a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt” (Deut. 7:7-8). God's love is not based on who we are, what we are or what we do, but rests entirely on who God is, “...who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity” (2 Timothy 1:9). God's unconditional love is not based on the object (us), but on the subject (God). He is not influenced by our position, possessions, or performance, “...just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will” (Ephesians 1:4-5). He simply chooses to love us in our nothingness...nothing more, nothing less. 
2. UNCHANGING. Times and seasons, people and feelings, circumstances and situations – they all change, but God's love does not change. "I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness” (Jeremiah 31:3). It is everlasting, with no beginning and no end. We can be unpredictable as the weather, but God, the Immutable One, is constant and steadfast in His love. We can be secure in God's love. It is there to catch us when we fall. “But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:37-39). Human love changes because it sets conditions, due to its selfish nature. When we do not get what we want, we vacillate, suspend or desist in giving love. In contrast, God withholds nothing from us, the object of His love, at any given time. 
3. UNCORRUPTED. God, the Holy One, has His love anchored on righteousness. He does not play favorites. He does not close His eyes or overlook our sin, but deals with it by disciplining us for our own good, so that we may grow in Christ-like character, not that He hates us, and not that He is insecure and angry, but precisely because He loves us that He doesn't want us to bring harm upon ourselves. “For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives...For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness” (Hebrews 12:6,10). We can be certain that the consequence of our sin is to make us turn back to Him so we may enjoy Him and His blessings (Hosea 3:1; Hosea 2:6-7, 11). 

Have we turned to other loves? Even in our unfaithfulness, His love remains faithful. He has offered His Son, Jesus, to show us how serious He is about loving us. Every time we are tempted to doubt God's love, it's time to look toward the Cross. Christ sacrificed His life, shed His precious Blood for the forgiveness of our sins, so we may be reconciled to the Father and gain eternal life. Have we received God's love in Christ, or do we still reject it in our stubbornness? God's love waits. It never fails. 
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