	GOD'S LOVE IN BROKENNESS

	Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall,
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall,
All the king's horses,
And all the king's men,
Couldn't put Humpty together again.
Poor Humpty! He had nowhere to go to become whole again. Just like Humpty, many lives lie scattered and shattered in pieces. Fortunately for us, there's Someone we can run to whose specialty is restoration. In God's workshop, the sign says: “I can't fix it until it is broken.”
1. The Reality of Brokenness. Have you been cracked, chipped, crushed to powder, hammered and beaten to a pulp? Have you been brought down low and lying prostrate before the Lord to the point of surrender? No Christ-follower will escape God's breaking process until we come to the end of ourselves in utter brokenness. God breaks us through tribulations and adversities in life. These can take the form of a death of a loved one, a broken marriage, an illness, loss of a job, a business gone bankrupt, a ministry failure, getting financially broke, being the victim of a calamity, physical violence and abrasive verbal tirades. Breaking is painful, no doubt, crushing the body, the emotions, and the mind. It can plunge us into a darkness that can drive us crazy, as Psalm 31:12 suggests: “I am forgotten as a dead man, out of mind, I am like a broken vessel.” Or it can put us in emotional turmoil, unspeakably hopeless and depressed, just the kind that made Job sigh: “My spirit is broken, my days are extinguished, The grave is ready for me” (Job 17:1). It may well leave us feeling angry, bitter, abandoned, defeated and in despair. The body may groan and our equilibrium just might be lost, as was Jeremiah's lament: “My heart is broken within me, All my bones tremble; I have become like a drunken man, Even like a man overcome with wine, Because of the Lord And because of His holy words” (Jeremiah 23:9).
Spiritual brokenness is a condition of the heart where we are mentally and emotionally emptied of self. It is the breaking or the crushing of our self-will. When we have surrendered our entire being to God in humility, that's when we're spiritually broken, and that's also when we will see the majesty of God for who He really is, and that we are nothing compared to Him. It opens our eyes to the truth about SIN – Self IN control. Many times today, we go about life adamant, arrogant, and determined to do things our way. So God intervenes to turn things around. The timing, manner and longevity of our breaking is not ours to choose, but God's sole prerogative. The reality of brokenness, however, is not as important as our response to it while we are in it.
2. The Reason for Brokenness. A quote reads: “Before God can use a man greatly, He must wound him deeply.” Says Oswald Chambers: “If we are going to be made into wine, we will have to be crushed – you cannot drink grapes. Grapes become wine only when they have been squeezed.” God has no use for unbroken instruments. Under God's breaking tools, an aroma sweet to Him would be something like this: 
Have Thine own way, Lord,
Have Thine own way.
Thou art the Potter,
I am the clay,
Mold me and make me
After Thy will.
While I am waiting, yielded and still.

All that happens to us is working for our good, toward completing the big picture, to fit into God's plans for the purpose to which we were called (see Romans 8:28). His desire is to give us what is best and to make something great out of our lives. Even the unwelcome, unpleasant experiences are therefore meant to prosper us, not limited to this lifetime, but these are producing eternal and glorious riches for us. “For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison“(2 Cor. 4:17). And He wants to work in, through and with us for His glory, but all these are not possible without our cooperation. Our self-will needs to be yielded and surrendered to God so He can mold us into Christ-likeness. Through His dealings, we learn to have compassion for the hurting and the lost. 
3. The Remedy for Brokenness. “The inward part of a man is said to be broken and crushed when his sinful nature is broken, his ungodly self slain, his impenetrable hardness softened, his haughty vain glorying of pride brought low. In fact, when he becomes as nothing in himself, and when God is everything to him, that's when he is broken. When God gets us alone through suffering, heartbreak, trials, disappointments, sickness, or by thwarted desires, or a broken friendship, when He gets us absolutely alone, and we are totally speechless, unable to ask even one question, then He begins to teach us.” -- Oswald Chambers
The lessons being imparted by brokenness are wasted when it does not produce the desired response. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise” (Psalm 51:17). Humility through a broken spirit and a contrite, repentant heart, with all our cares surrendered to God, can't go wrong in pleasing Him. “The Lord is close to those who hearts are breaking. He rescues those who are humbly sorry for their sins” (Psalm 34:18). No one else can surrender to brokenness for us except us. “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:6-7). 
4. The Result of Brokenness. “And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you” (1 Peter 5:10). There's gain after pain, blessing after breaking, healing after hurting. “He heals the brokenhearted, And binds up their wounds” (Psalm 147:3). He turns our mourning into dancing, with other things like usefulness to God, or becoming a blessing to others.
The Bible has a deep roster of men who underwent brokenness testimonies - in fact, of how the breaking process was a necessary prelude to the blessings thereafter, much like a field that is plowed for the soil to yield a bountiful harvest. Before Abraham became the father of many nations, he and Sarah were childless. Jacob was wounded by an angel in a wrestling match before he could be blessed. Prior to Joseph's rule over Egypt, he was thrown into a pit, sold into slavery, falsely accused, and unjustly imprisoned. Before Job's estate was doubled, he lost everything he had, including his family, his fortune, and his future. For Moses to be become the great deliverer of his people, he first had to lose his position, his possessions, and his popularity. Joshua went through the wilderness before he was able to conquer the Promised Land. David was renounced by his family, ridiculed by his foes, and rejected by his friends before he rose to the throne as king. Before Peter won 3,000 souls for God's kingdom, he denied his Savior 3 times and went out weeping bitterly. Paul going blind on the road to Damascus preceded his preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles.
May we learn, therefore, that not all blessings are wrapped in beautiful packages. In times of brokenness, let us reflect and ask ourselves questions such as these: What is it that God is stripping away from my life? What is it that is coming between me and total surrender to God? What is it that I trust more than God? What is it that I love more than God? Am I willing to let go of my dreams and ambitions if it is God's will? Am I willing to listen and examine myself when corrected or criticized? Am I forgiving when offended by others with or without an apology? Am I daily saying, “God, whatever it takes, I'm willing to submit to You”
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