	GOD IS AMAZING!

	Holy Week is over, but for many, it has come and gone like any ordinary week, except that it was a long holiday break that sent people to an out-of-town exodus. Easter, which caps the yearly observance, shows what an amazing God we have. When we start talking about the eternal, supreme deity who took clay and breathed life into it, when we look at what He does for it and how He shares Himself with it, it staggers the imagination. And yet, we just let Easter go by so fast. “....that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection” (Philippians 3:10), that should be every Christian's desire, and to actually experience these should spell the difference in his life as a Christian. 
In this world, there are only two sets of people: those who live according to the world, and those who live by the power of the resurrection. How does the P-O-W-E-R of the resurrection make a Christian distinctly different? 
P – PERFORMANCE. There are a lot of morally good people by the world's standards, but not God's standards. They can be extra nice trying hard to be people-pleasers, but they are not necessarily God-pleasers. People who live under the power of the world perform for everybody just to be able to fit in. It is a whole life of pushed performance trying to win the favor of their boss, their spouse, their peers, and every Tom, Dick and Harry they meet. They become enslaved to people's opinions and end up being conformists at the expense of moral principles. But no matter how hard we perform, no one will ever be good enough for anyone. Spending our lives trying to figure out how to perform for everyone will drive us crazy. Believers who live by the power of Christ's resurrection are liberated from this bondage, because they know they need to please only one – God. Human views will naturally clash, but a believer is not afraid to go against the tide of public opinion to stand up for God. Living for the audience of One will make us subservient to His will, which should also please any decent person, parent, employer or government, unless they are under the influence of the Enemy. 
These verses prove the point: “...and He died for all, that they who live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf” (2 Cor. 5:15) “...but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men but God, who examines our hearts” (1 Thes. 2:3-4). We don't have to strive to meet everyone's expectations; we just have to make sure that we're doing what God wants us to do. And even if we don't like to do what others want us to do, but if it's something that God Himself would want us to do, He will give us the grace, the power and the strength to do it – not for anyone else, but for Him. We can, therefore, forgive somebody who doesn't deserve it. And we can also submit to government authority regardless of who heads it.
O – OWNERSHIP. People who are of the world seek the things in the world for the limited present. Because everybody else's eyes are glued to the attractions down here, God addresses the believers: “If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God” (Col. 3:1). We have an eternal future, which should make us look beyond this life. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3). Unlike those who have a carefree attitude which leaves everything to chance, we have a hope that is alive and sure, secure in the knowledge about where we're going ...and that should loosen our grip on earthly treasures and pleasures. 
When Christ died on the Cross, the Father saw us being crucified together with Christ. And when God raised His Son, God raised us together with Christ. God has so identified us with the person of Jesus, that we have part-ownership of what Christ did. As a result, we are joint heirs of Christ. He purchased it for us, but He also shared it with us. His resurrection power is ours. So together with God, we can lay a strong foundation for our lives, upon which we can build His Kingdom and cause its increase.
W – WAR IS WON. Christians may go through pain, frustration and agony like the rest of the world, but quitting, for them, is not an option. Anyone who fights life's battles either through his own strength or through dependence on the world's resources will be consumed by anxiety on their way to sure defeat. If Christ's death on the cross stopped right there, and if God kept the end of the story to Himself, we would be very insecure. But God has given us revelations so we may know that the war is over. In Colossians 2:13-15, it says, in fact: “And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.” Whoever puts His confidence in the power of the Cross and the Resurrection can relax, knowing that the battle has been won. Satan is a defeated foe. We have victory in Christ. What an amazing, powerful truth! 
E – ECONOMY OF GOD. If we're having problems with subsistence and survival, it may be because our economy is not His economy, and we may be building our kingdom, not His. Philippians 4:19 should expunge worries: “And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” And that's just about things of monetary value that have least importance in God's economy. James 1:5 talks about the real economy: “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” Many are in a financial mess for lack of wisdom. Wants can easily turn into needs due to the availability of the credit card, which gives a false sense of power, hence people get neck-deep into debt. When we understand God's economy, we will consult Him about our decisions, including buying decisions, and generally on how to live life. Then our finances, and life in general, will be in order. 
R – REMEMBRANCE. It's amazing how our memories can have a catalog of everything. But we can also be very selective – we hark back when it comes to people's faults, but negligent in recalling good deeds. God would like to walk us down memory lane so we won't ever forget the memorial stones in our lives and what they stand for. God has, in fact, given us a whole book of memories to remember Him by – the Bible. It should remind us of who God is, who we are in Christ, what Christ has done for us, and what God does for people who love Him. Christ's incarnation, death, resurrection and ascension – these call to mind God's amazing love for us. So when we partake of the symbolic bread and wine in the Lord's Supper, it is in remembrance of the Lord's death that sealed His everlasting covenant with us (see 1 Corinthians 11:23-26). 
We have access to the power of the resurrection; we just have to draw from it. All year round, we need to constantly revisit the Resurrection to show us the way to the abundant, victorious Christian life. Isn't God amazing?
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