	The Omniscience Of God


	What is our attitude toward God's will? Rebellion? Indifference? Reluctance? Delight? Our answer is a measurement of how well or how poorly we know God.
Aside from omnipresence, the omniscience of God is another attribute that defines His Deity. He sees everything and therefore knows everything. He is matchless in knowledge, wisdom and intelligence. God made man in His likeness. God gave man intelligence and what man does with this intelligence and how he uses it either affirms or belies his knowledge of God. The atomic bomb and other weapons of mass destruction are products of bright minds, but certainly not what God would approve. It is, therefore, beneficial for us to understand God's omniscience: 
1. God knows everything perfectly. "Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, Declaring the end from the beginning And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure...'” (Isaiah 46:9-10). From beginning to end - past, present and future, God has full and perfect knowledge. He sees both the micro and macro view of all things. His wisdom is far above us, His mind and ways are beyond question or reproach nor does He make mistakes (See Romans 11:33-34; Isaiah 40:13-14; Isaiah 55:8-9). Many people wonder how a loving, omniscient God can allow suffering. However, much of our suffering is self-inflicted. God knew man would sin against Him, through the first man, Adam, who thought he could look after his own interests by charting his own destiny independent of God. God specifically gave a command for man's own protection, but Adam trusted his own instinct and did otherwise. Consequently, because of sin, man and his environment have to bear the consequences; thus the suffering, sickness, death, hard toil, calamities, global warming, etc. (See Genesis 3:17-19). But prior to Adam's disobedience, God's redemptive measures had been put in place well in advance. He knew Jesus would suffer and die for the salvation of the world (Acts 2:23; 3:18). While we may have to endure suffering in this present world, we can take heart that this is only temporary, and is nothing compared to the future glory that awaits us. Pretty soon, the face of the earth will be made new, and all things will be made right (See Romans 8:18-19). When God says something, we can stake our very life on it. His Word and His prophecies are true and trustworthy. Take the case of Edom in the Old Testament. Its inhabitants were a stiff-necked people, and in arrogance refused passage to the Israelites on their way to the Promised Land. This made God angry, so the Lord pronounced a curse upon it. Edom now stands desolate with no one residing in it, as a testimony that God's Word will surely come to pass, and is proof of His foreknowledge of future events (See Jeremiah 49:15-18). If we don't understand everything that's happening, we should lean not on our own understanding, but trust Him who knows everything perfectly (Proverbs 3:5).
2. God knows us intimately. “O Lord, Thou hast searched me and known me. Thou dost know when I sit down and when I rise up; Thou dost understand my thought from afar. Thou dost scrutinize my path and my lying down, And art intimately acquainted with all my ways. Even before there is a word on my tongue, Behold, O Lord, Thou dost know it all. Thou hast enclosed me behind and before, And laid Thy hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is too high, I cannot attain to it. Where can I go from Thy Spirit? Or where can I flee from Thy presence? If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there. If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, Even there Thy hand will lead me, And Thy right hand will lay hold of me. If I say, "Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, And the light around me will be night," Even the darkness is not dark to Thee, And the night is as bright as the day. Darkness and light are alike to Thee. For Thou didst form my inward parts; Thou didst weave me in my mother's womb. I will give thanks to Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Thy works, And my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from Thee, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth. Thine eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Thy book they were all written, The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them. How precious also are Thy thoughts to me, O God! How vast is the sum of them! If I should count them, they would outnumber the sand. When I awake, I am still with Thee” (Psalm 139:1-18).
God sees all our activities from our rising up in the morning to our lying down at night. God can read our thoughts and knows what we're going to say even before we can open our mouths. He can dig into our souls and lay bare the contents of our hearts and minds. Our ways, our feelings, our attitudes, our behavior – He is intimately acquainted with all of them. It was He who formed every part of our body. Inside out, body and soul, He is familiar with us. The date of our birth and of our death have been marked even before our conception. No secret can be hidden from Him, not even our very private sins (See also Psalm 90:8).
He knows the skeletons in our closet, He knows all our weaknesses, faults and flaws, yet He still gives us His unconditional love and unqualified acceptance. The ugliest, most obnoxious side of us does not repulse God. People shy away from intimacy for fear of rejection. What God thinks of us, however, is more important than what people think of us. Impressing people or putting up false fronts should not be our preoccupation. Make no mistake about playing games with God, either. He accepts us as we are, but His love will not allow us to remain the way we are. His plan is for us to grow in character and in holiness (See Ephesians 1:4). Our security is not that we know God, but that He knows us completely. In spite of ourselves, God took the initiative to choose us and love us. With Him, we can relax and be ourselves. 
3. God knows what is best for us. If, indeed, we believe God knows what is best for us, we would not only seek God's will, but will also take pleasure in doing it. More often than not, we are not too keen on following God's will because we do not trust God's omniscience that knows what is best for us. King Zedekiah, although He consulted God through the prophet Jeremiah, turned a deaf ear. He, therefore, suffered defeat, witnessed the killing of his family, was tortured, and met his own death in the hands of his Babylonian enemies. (See Jeremiah 38:14-23; 39:1-7). 
Just how often do we miss out on God's will because we do not believe He knows what's best for us? “’For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the Lord, 'plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. 'Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. And I will be found by you,' declares the Lord, 'and I will restore your fortunes and will gather you from all the nations and from all the places where I have driven you,' declares the Lord, 'and I will bring you back to the place from where I sent you into exile'” (Jeremiah 29:11-14). If only we will listen, trust and obey.
God does not want us to be destroyed for lack of knowledge and understanding. Since God knows everything perfectly, knows us intimately and knows what's best for us, we must trust His omniscience and choose to be in the center of His will.
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