The Sunflower


	Grade level: 
10-12 gifted students in Holocaust class.

	Lesson topic: The Sunflower by Simon Wiesenthal


	Objective of lesson:
After completing this lesson, students will understand the questions posed to Simon Wiesenthal and be able to write their own answer to the two questions posed in the book.

	Steps: 
1. Brief introduction on the life of Simon Wiesenthal.

2. Students will read the first half of the book, The Sunflower.
3. Students will answer the two questions posed by Wiesenthal in the book.

4. Students will complete an essay on the two questions.

5. Students will add poems, summaries, and other items to a web page dedicated to the book.

6. Class discussion on the two questions.

7. Students will read the second part of the book and learn how other people answered the questions.


	Active involvement: 
1. Students will read the first half of The Sunflower individually.

2. Students will write an essay answering the two questions.

3. Students will work in small groups to design a web page dedicated to the book.

Questions Posed:

1. You are a prisoner in a concentration camp and a dying Nazi soldier asks you for forgiveness. What would you do?

2. If you were Simon Wiesenthal, what would you have done when you met the soldier’s mother?


	Closure/transfer:
Class discussion on Wiesenthal’s two questions and response.

Immediate feedback given on the essay and the web page.




