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A PRAYER

Oh my God, you have created

N me as Your child. You have

called me as Your friend to

% live in
You.

Oh God, what purification you call me

into to be able to unite me to your

infinite protection. You teach me that |

must detach from all persons including

myself. This can happen only through

Your grace and love. Bring me into

perfect harmony with Your Will. AMEN

(Kathleen prays from the heart for each issue)

intimate union with

“The PILGRIM” prior to its printing. Father Glenn will
continue with this assgnment FROM Bishop DiMazio in
cooperation with Father Byerley.

DIOCESAN LIAISON

ishop DiMarzio has assgned Father E. Joseph
B Byerley as officid liaison between the Rilgrims of

Faith Marian Center (PFMC) and the Diocese of
Camden. Father Byerley will asss in obtaining the
Bishop's natification and permisson for speskers and
activities coordinated by the PFMC.

The PFMC has been fathful to the Magigterium and al
the locd Bishops, specificdly to Bishop McHugh prior to
his relief by Bishop DiMarzio. We are extremdy grateful
for the assgnment of a liaison to the Diocese of Camden.
We will work with him to provide good speskers that will
provide sound teachings to dl those who participate in the
activities and events we coordinate.

For the last two years, Father Glenn Hartman has
graciously accepted the task to review this periodica

The October and November MESSAGE dleged to be
from the GOSPA, Our Lady, Queen of Peace, to an
dleged visonay from Medjugorje, Bosnia
Hercegovina and their REFLECTION articles will be
presented in the December issue of “The PILGRIM”
due to schedule congtraints.

OVERCOMING BAD FAMILY
TRAITS, PRAYER and
INTERCESSION for OUR PRESENT
and DECEASED FAMILY
MEMBERS- FATHER JOHN
McFADDEN with NORMA and TOM
FINNERAN, SATURDAY, 30
NOVEMBER 2002

e have dl looked at our family traits, and many
Wof them are good and many are bad. When

we look at overcoming our bad family traits we
can pray in intercesson and ask that God hed them by
prevention of furthering them within our family members
We use the same principles of Rachad’s Vineyard, and
praying in intercesson for the Holy Soulsin Purgetory. It
totaly encompasses heding of memories, prayer of
petition, prayer of thanksgiving and heding prayer. It is
wonderful to pray in this manner for dl in your family,
both past and present and for your future generations.
What this day is NOT is going to confesson for your
family members. What it | S asking the Lord for help for
YOU to change any traits that you may be contributed to
bad behaviors.

Father John McFadden will team with Norma and Tom
Finneran to provide a day of Recollection and Heding
Prayer for your Family Members from 8:30 AM to 5 PM
on Saturday, November 30, 2002.

“The PILGRIM” for November 2002 is dedicated
to “Mary, The Immaculate Conception.” See
page 3 for Table of Contents/“IN THISISSUE”.




The day will indude Holy Mass, various taks with
workshops, times for Confessions, prayer, refreshments
throughout the day, and lunch. Donetion offering is $30.

If you have been praying for members of your family and
for hedling, you will thoroughly enjoy this very
gpecia day with Father John, Normaand Tom.

The day will be limited to 80 regidrations. Please see
enclosed form. Fill it out and send as soon as possible to
PFMC. No wak-inswill be permitted.

It will be hed a the PFMC Epiphany House a 61
Cooper Road from 8:30 AM until closeat 4:30 P M.

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE —
FRIDAY, 6 DECEMBER 2002

PRIESTS, DEACONS, SEMINARIANS, NUNS,
RELIGIOUSIN TRAINING, FRIENDS,
VOLUNTEERS—-ALL ARE INVITED.

e know everyone gets busy during the holidays

S0 we are planning the Christmas Open House
at the PFMC NOW!

Please stop by between 4 PM and 7 PM to enjoy allittle

holiday refreshments in the Upper Room of Epiphany
House on Friday, 6 December 2002.

You are dways welcome to stop in but this will be a
particularly festive time when the manger scene will be set
up for the arrival of baby Jesus.

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND COME.
BRING THE FAMILY.

“MIRACLE OF CHRISTMAS’ —
SATURDAY, 14 DECEMBER 2002

int John Neumann Parish, Sicklerville, NJ, and the
S%FMC are co-sponsoring and sharing a day filled

ith relaxation and fun in Lancagter, PA. We will
travel by bus on Saturday, December 14, 2002. Busses
leave from and return to the Marshdl’s parking lot in
Voorhees, NJ. We will have prayer, song and videos
while traveling.

This is a perfect Christmas present for your spouse, for
your children and grandchildren. It is a wonderful gift to
give your best friend. And it will truly put you in the spirit
of Chrigmas.

Donation of $99 includes RT bus, vist to Weaver Nut
Company, importers of candies, dried fruits, and nuts, 1
PM Show of the “Miracles of Chrisgmas’ at the Sight and
Sound Theater, and a full family style dinner & Plain and
Fancy Farm. All taxes and gratuities are included.

Please call the PFMC at (856) 768-9228 for flyers with
reservation forms or see Father Hartman after Holy Mass
a Saint John Neumann in Sicklerville.

If you wish us to set up such a bus trip for your prayer
group or parish please call (856) 768-9228 or 1-800-
788-MARY [6279] and ask for Liz or Kathleen.

“DAUGHTERS of RUTH” WEEKLY
MEETINGSon TUESDAY Sand
WEDNESDAY S

roup | of the “Daughters of Ruth” group therapy
or women have resumed their weekly sessons on

Tuesdays at 10 AM. This group has been very
successful and many hedling graces have occurred.  This
group is how closed to new members.

Group Il of the “Daughters of Ruth” group therapy for
women meets on Wednesdays from 10 AM to 11:30
AM. Thisgroup is dill accepting new members.

Irene Atwdl, counsdor, directs these sessons weekly,
and will aso make hersdf available for private counsding
to those who desre. If you are a dl interested in joining
the 2 group on Wednesdays, please cdl Irene at (856)
665-0959 or call the staff at the PFMC at (856) 768-
9228 or 1-800-788-MARY [6279].

Donations of $5 per sesson are requested. Cash or
check made out to PFMC will be factored into the
PFMC budget with a stipend for Irene.

One leg of the NJ Trangt 406 bus route runs north and
south on NJ 73 and stops at Cooper Road for those who
need public transport to reach the PFMC.

The volunteer Board of Directors and Staff of the PFMC recognize and accept that the final authority regarding the alleged Marian
apparitions, locutions and related messages at, and to the recipients from, Medjugorje, Bosnia-Herzegovina, as well as all other private
revelations, rests with the Holy See, to whose judgment we willingly submit. We give total alegiance to our One, Holy, Catholic and
Apostolic Church and its Magisterium, particularly Our Holy Father, Pope John Paul I1.

While those presenters who work with the PFMC are selected for their personal qualifications and commitment to the Church, their
comments and presentations are those of individual Catholics and no endorsement by ecclesiastical authority isto be presumed.
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DEAN PULCINI TEACHING on the
LITURGY on WEDNESDAY S

f you are a CCD teacher or on any Liturgy Committee
I in your parish, leader or part of a prayer group or just
interested in the Holy Mass and Ceremonies of our
beautiful Catholic Church, we welcome you to come -
just try out a few classes, and we know that you will be
drawn to the next one. Classes will help you understand
the liturgy S0 you can explain it to your family, children,
grandchildren, members of parish committees, etc. Ask
your pastor and bring your whole liturgy committee.
Bring your pastor with you! We are especidly interested
in having hushands and wives, or even high school and
college students attend.

Dean Pulcini has been teaching a the PFMC for the last 2
years. Dean has his Magters in Theology, and captivates
his students with knowledge of the Church past history
and present. He is again teaching in the Upper Room of
Epiphany House a the PFMC, this time on the
“LITURGY of the CATHOLIC CHURCH”. Classes
begin promptly a 7:00 PM and conclude around 9:30
PM. We ask for a donation of $5 per class, but will
never turn anyone away who wants to come. The
donation isfor paying of the PFM C maintenance costs.

Please call the PFMC at (856) 768-9228 if you have
any questions or need directions. We need your
name, address, and phone number.

RETREAT for HEALING after
ABORTION, NJ: 8-10 NOVEMBER
2002

f you are suffering after an abortion, experience the
I hedling love of Jesus on a Rachd’s Vineyard retredt.

For more information cal Mary Alice & 1-877
HOPEAME. A retreat will be held in Camden, NJ on
November 8, 9, and 10, 2002. For info cdl or go online
a the ste indicated below or cal (856) 722 4235. All
requests are held grictly confidentid.

(Mary Alice or www.rachelsvineyard.org)

Volume 13, Number 11 - November 2002

IN THIS ISSUE

A PRAYER, DIOCESAN LIAISON, OVERCOMING BAD
FAMILY TRAITS, PRAYER and INTERCESSION for OUR
PRESENT and DECEASED FAMILY MEMBERS - FATHER

JOHN McFADDEN with NORMA and TOM FINNERAN,
SATURDAY, 30 NOVEMBER 2002.........cccovtriiinreeneeesreesesesesneiens 1
CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE - FRIDAY, 6 DECEMBER 2002,
“MIRACLE OF CHRISTMAS' —SATURDAY,

14 DECEMBER 2002, “DAUGHTERS of RUTH” WEEKLY
MEETINGS on TUESDAYSand WEDNESDAYS.........cccvveeinennne 2
DEAN PULCINI TEACHING on the LITURGY on

WEDNESDAYS, RETREAT for HEALING after ABORTION,

NJ: 8-10 NOVEMBER 2002, LITURGY of theHOURS.................... 3
WOULD YOU LIKE to LEARN HOW to PRAY theLITURGY

of the HOURS? 9 and 30 JANUARY 2002,

A THANK YOU to FATHER JOHN HAMPSCH ........cccocecniiiin. 4
HELPUSWITH A MONTHLY or ANNUAL DONATION,
VOLUNTEERSNEEDED ..o 5

FATHER BILL McCARTHY to TEACH a TRIDUUM

SEMINAR JANUARY 25, 26, AND 27, 2003,

A ONE DAY RETREAT with FATHER ROBERT DeGRANDIS—
WEDNESDAY, 12 FEBRUARY 2003,

RETREAT CONFERENCE and 3DAY EXTENSION, March 14"
through 19" 2003 - MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONSNOW............. 6
PILGRIMAGE to ASSISI, MEDJUGORJE and ROME,

FATHER McCARTHY to LEAD aRETREAT WEEKEND for

MARRIED COUPLES—16-18 MAY 2003..........cooeoiniiriiiiniiieins 7
HUMANITARIAN AID to the DOMINICAN REPUBLIC,
VOCATION DEPARTMENT: NAZARETH HOUSE............ccevene 8

INTERESTED in FORMING A VOCATION AWARENESS
PROGRAM in YOUR PARISH?, ANSWERSTO PRAYER —
A PRE CHRISTMASINCENTIVE FOR ALL TO LEARN

FROM, HOLY MASSTIMES ... 9
PFMC HELP AT GIFT TIME,

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN RIGHT PERSPECTIVE ................ 11
PLEASE RESPOND to THISNOTICE and STAY ON the

BULK MAILING LIST....coiiiiiiniinii e 13
INVOCATIONSTO THE HOLY GHOST ..o 14
BLESSED OIL AND SALT: WHAT THE CATHOLIC

CHURGCH SAYS ..ot 15

GIFT ROOM OPEN DAILY, A PRAYER,

“GRAVE HARM TO DISOBEY” —" REFUGE IN THE DESERT” -

A SCRIPTURE STUDY ..ot 17
ONCE UPON A SILENT NIGHT, GREETINGS..........ccccooevininnnne 19
TheIMMACULATE CONCEPTION and theHOLY SOULS ....... 19
PILGRIMS of FAITH MARIAN CENTER (PFMC),

BULLETIN NOTICESfor PFMC AREA EVENTS.......ccccoveinnines 21
WOULD YOU LIKE to SPONSOR a PFMC RADIO

PROGRAM? ...t 23
CALENDARS:, AROUND thePFMC AREA,

PFMC PRESENTATIONS, INTERNET .......ccooiiiiiiiiciiie 24

Page 3

LITURGY of theHOURS

What Islt? Can | Learn To Pray I1t?

or the past 16 months, Pope John Paul 11 has been
couraging people to pray with the Psdms, and

particularly to pray the Liturgy of the Hours.
The PILGRIM




Many cdlers and vigtors to the PFMC have been asking
about the “Liturgy of the Hours” and how to pray it.

The papa audience talks reflect a growing redity: Priests
and religious are not the only ones using the breviary for
morning and evening prayer.

What's more, convents and monasteries are not the only
places where lay people can experience the chanting or
recitetion of the prayers commundly, the way they were
designed to be prayed.

The firg 23 papd taks, which began in March 2001,
were published in book form by the Vatican this summer:
the book is avallable only in Itdian.

“It is an encouraging fact that many lay people, both in
parishes and in church groups, have learned to vaue the
Liturgy of the Hours, “ the pope said in the firgt talk of the
series.

The Psaims usad in the liturgy, Pope John Paul sad, are
highly poetic prayers reflecting a full aray of human
fedings “joy, recognition, thanksgiving, love, tenderness
and enthusasm, but dso intense suffering, sorrow and
requests for help or for justice, which sometimes are
expressed with anger or imprecation.  The whole human
being isfound in the Psalms.”

At Saint Peter’s Badllica, like in many cathedrds around
the world, everyone iswelcome to join in Sunday evening
vespers. The Sunday prayer is the only pat of the
Liturgy of the Hours celebrated in public by the Chapter
of Saint Peter’s Basllica, the group of priests who minister
full ime there

The number of participants changes with the seasons, one
of the priests said. As few as 50 people will add their
voices to the chants sung entirdly in Latin in midwinter, but
with spring and summer touris season, the numbers
quadruple, he said

(Cathalic Star Herald June, 2002)

WOULD YOU LIKE toLEARN HOW
to PRAY theLITURGY of the
HOURS? JANUARY 9 and 30, 2002

ould you like to help your spiritudity, and pray for
the Church and have the Church pray for you
daily? Thisisan opportunity to spend about 3 hours (one
and one haf hour each week for two weeks) to hear an
explanation of this beautiful prayer of the Church, to learn

how to use the book, and to have a follow up sesson to
The PILGRIM

see if you have any questions or problems. We will then
explore possbly coming together once a month a the
PFMC to pray it together.

Father Glenn Hartman will be teaching on how to pray the
Liturgy of the Hours. He will meet a the PFMC, 61
Cooper Road, Voorhees, NJ, for the first sesson from
7:30 to 8:30 PM on Thursday, January 9, 2003, ad
will meet for the second session from 7:30 to 8:30 PM on
Thursday, January 30, 2003.

Please mark your cdendars. Thereis no charge for these
sessonsto hep understand how to pray the Liturgy of the
Hours. Resarvations will be taken by phone AND
WILL CLOSE ON DECEMBER 10™, 2002 to adlow
us to order the Liturgy books. It is mandatory that each
person attending buy their own Liturgy of the Hours book
and guide. We will have them available for $32 each the
night of the firs class. Large print is $35.95. We will
only order enough books and guides for those
registered. If you dready have the book, you may bring
it. Itisnot necessary to buy another book.

If you wish to order the set of 4 books, they run $132.
These are the more compl ete books and require less page
turning. They contain the teachings of the early church
fathers and the saints oriented to each day of the year as
well asthe church cycles.

Please cdl us at (856) 768-9228 if you are interested in
coming to these 2 sessons with Father Glenn Hartman
and particularly if you need a book.
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A THANK YOU to FATHER JOHN
HAMPSCH

early 200 faithful sat spellbound from Friday night

to Sunday afternoon, 18-20 October 2002 while

learning the principles of spiritud warfare. They
were given the tools to understand how God worksin our
lives and how Satan attempts to destroy us in his bettle
for power. We were dl chalenged by Father Hampsch
to continue to learn, to change our lives, and to share
what we have learned with others.

We pray that these teachings will make a difference in the
lives of dl that heard them. We mug dl redize that we
are in the middle of this battle between good and evil,
God's Holy Ones and Satan's Evil Ones. We are
condantly getting involved just like the innocent
bystandersin ared war. Yet we HAVE A CHOICE to

Volume 13, Number 11 - November 2002



protect oursdves with the ARMOR of GOD or fdl victim
to “friendly” fire.

Father John went beyond Saint Augusting's plea to hate
the sn and love the snner. He helped the attendees to
undergtand the human fault of underestimating the devil’s
cunning, and thus becoming fooled by his dtrategies.

The overwhelming response was “Why don't we hear
some of this excellent teaching and continuous reference
to scripture from our pulpits?”  Our input is to ask your
priests to teach from the pulpit usng the Word of God,
the Catholic Catechism and the written words from the
Church Fathers and the Magigterium.

Within thisissue of “The PILGRIM” is an order form that

can be used to order audiotapes of each teaching. May

we suggest that you order a st for yoursdlf and ligten to it

with your family members? Y ou dways wanted to know
what to get your parish priest for Chrissmas so order a
second st of tgpes for him. If you think he won't have

time to listen, even in his car, ask him to your home or

prayer group to listen and make comment.

HELPUSWITH A MONTHLY or
ANNUAL DONATION

We do not like to beg for money. We have operated
on Divine Providence and private donations for 13
years. We operate the PFMC and al of our programs on
donation only. We ask you to remember us in a specid
way as you pay your hills.

Enclosad in every issue of “The PILGRIM” is a donation
dip and envelope. Please place the dip and envelop with
your bills or in your checkbook.

With taxes and insurance on the new building and dl the
other things that are required to operate in anew building,
we ask your immediate and continuing help.

We appreciae dl those who have been heping with
donations but we need more of those on our mailing list to
contribute to cover our expenses. You are the hands of
Jesus and Our Lady. Your help isimportant.

We want to thank all of you who have been faithfully
supporting the PFMC.

Your donations have meant that we have been able to
touch so many people through “The PILGRIM,” retreats
and conferences, and other activities a the PFMC. We
are very graeful for every donation. Actudly no
donation is amdl, dl the donations add up and help us
Volume 13, Number 11 - November 2002

tremendoudy, and we thank you for al your prayers and
donations.

Y ou have helped us cover the printing and mailing of “The
PILGRIM,” the heat, dectricity, copying, water,
insurance, and setting up of programs. We are excited
with how Our Lady is guiding us for the year of 2002.
We cannot do it without you.

®2  We accept DISCOVER/PRIVATE ISSUE,
‘ MASTER CARD and VISA for dl donations to
the PFMC. Thisincludes for books and rdigious
articles, pilgrimages, retreats, and “The PILGRIM”, or
the building fund.

Thank you and God bless you,
Kathleen and the Volunteer Staff

VOLUNTEERSNEEDED

he PFMC is a lay Evangdigic Ministry made up of

dedicated Roman Catholics. It is totaly dependent
upon financid donations. Every person working in the
PFMC is a volunteer for Our Lady’s work of converting
souls to her Son, Jesuss. WOULD YOU CONSIDER
JOINING OUR STAFF?

1. PARTICIPATE IN MAILING “The PILGRIM”
AND OTHER MAILINGS (once amonth),

2. BOOKKEEPING,
3. BOOK and RELILGIOUS ARTICLE
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MAINTENANCE PROGRAM (REQUIRES
SOME TYPING and COMPUTER SKILLYS),

4. ORGANIZATION and DEVELOPMENT of
CENTERSMONTHLY PROGRAMS,

5. HOSPITALITY DURING RETREATS,
6. UPKEEP of COMPUTERS and WEB SITE,

7. ADDRESS and INFORMATION
MAINTENANCE in MICROSOFT ACCESS,

8. HUMANITARIAN PROGRAMS,

9. VOCATION AWARENESS and EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION DEVELOPMENT

10. PRO LIFE ACTIVITIES
11. HELPING to ANSWER PHONES,

12. PILGRIMAGE PLANNING and SET UP
(TRAVEL BACKGROUND REQUIRED),

13. GIFT ROOM ASSISTING ESPECIALLY for
RETREATS and DURING CHRISTMAS and
SPECIAL HOLIDAY TIMES.

14. TYPING (KNOWLEDGE of “MICROSOFT
WORD” HELPFUL- WE WILL TRAIN YOQU).

WE NEED YOUR HANDS, HEART, PRAYERS,
AND JUST A LITTLE TIME EACH WEEK OR
MONTH. WE NEED YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS.

The PFMC is permanently approved as an Internd
Revenue Service (IRS) Code Section 501(c)(3) non-
profit, tax exempt rdigious association which can accept
tax deductible contributions or donations in relation to its
organizationa functions.

All our volunteers are Catholic, and none are paid for
services except by the graces of Our Lady. These
functions include planning and coordinaing pilgrimages,
organizing and implementing retrests and days of
recollection, presentations, humanitarian aid programs to
the poor, Catholic Study programs, Bible Study, Rosary
meaking, books, and religious articles.

FATHER BILL McCARTHY to
TEACH a TRIDUUM SEMINAR
JANUARY 25, 26, AND 27, 2003

he PFMC will host Father Bill McCarthy, M.SsA.,
of My Father’s House, www.myfathershouse.com, in
a Triduum study of “THE TABERNACLE (OLD
TESTAMENT TO NEW TESTAMENT), THE
LAMB’'S SUPPER, THE 7 COVENANTS OF THE

The PILGRIM

OLD TESTAMENT AND ONE OF THE NEW
TESTAMENT, THE EUCHARIST, AND THE
SACRAMENTAL SYSTEM™.

We can accommodate 80 persons in the Upper Rood of
the Epiphany House at 61 Cooper Road in Voorhees,
NJ. So pleese sgn up for this wonderful weekend
NOW.

The time of this teaching will be from 9 AM to 5 PM on
Saturday, 25 January 2003, through Monday, 27 January
2003.

The donation for the three days is planned a $70 per
person and will include alight lunch Saturday, Sunday and
Monday. (If anyone knows someone who will donate the
lunches for the people on retrest, we could reduce the
program to $45 per person.)

Cdl the PFMC at (856) 768-9228 for an information
sheet and regidration form. ' You may charge this or any
other event donation on your Visa, MagerCard, or
Discover credit card.

A ONE DAY RETREAT with
FATHER ROBERT DeGRANDIS -
WEDNESDAY, 12 FEBRUARY 2003

A DAY of PRAYER for FORGIVENESS and
HEALING for SEXUALLY, EMOTIONALLY, and
PHYS CALLY ABUSED WOMEN

n WEDNESDAY, February 12, 2003, Father

Robert DeGrandis will hold a day of prayer,
forgiveness, and heding for women who have been
abused physcdly, emotiondly, or sexudly. Socid
workers, counsglors, crigs pregnancy staff and physicians
working in this area are dso welcome and encouraged to
come.

It will be held a the PFMC, Epiphany House from 8:30
AM and close with Hedling Holy Mass a 4 PM.

If you are interested in such a day, please cdl the PFMC,
1-800-788-MARY [6279] or (856) 768-9228 for more
information, and for a regidration form. This will be
limited to about 50 women.
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RETREAT CONFERENCE and 3
DAY EXTENSION, March 14"
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through 19" 2003 - MAKE YOUR
RESERVATIONSNOW

he theme will be “He must increase; |
must decrease.” (John 3:30) [NAB].

The Hilton Hotd, Cherry Hill, NJ will be the ste for our
2003 March 14", 15" and 16" RETREAT
CONFERENCE and the extension March 17", 18", and
19" 2003. Music will be provided by “REFUGE’ the
Metuchen Diocese Charigmatic Prayer Group musicians
who play for the New Jersey Charismatic Conference at
Seton Hall.

Guest speskers will be Father Bill Habing, Father
Andrew Apostali, and Father Robert DeGrandis.

Joseph Terdya and his interpreter will be featured before
the Concert on Saturday night.

“Hearts Afire’ will join Father Michad Semana for the
Saturday night concert.

The 3-Day Extenson speskers will agan be Dorothea
DeGrandis Sudol and Father Robert DeGrandis. Our
extendon theme will be “INNER HEALING and
GIFTSof theHOLY SPIRIT.”

The Hilton Hotd is now accepting room reservations for
the 2003 PFMC RETREAT CONFERENCE. Please
cal 1-800-HILTONS or the Hilton Hotel localy at (856)
665-6666 to make your hotel reservation. Rooms are
$92 per room and will accommodate 2 persons in aking
bed or up to 4 persons in two double beds. Cots are
dso avalable, but must be arranged for prior to
arrival.  Refrigerators in rooms must also be
arranged for ahead of time. You must guarantee your
room with a one-night charge on your credit card.
Cancdlaion must be 72 hours prior to the event. Please
request smoking or non-smoking rooms ahead of time,
but these are not guaranteed. The Hilton Hotel holdsto a
first come first served bass on their non-smoking rooms.
Blocks of rooms and, where possible, entire floors are
ether non-smoking or smoking.

Please note that a youth program will be available. With
over 120 youth a our last Youth Track, we know that
this is an important part of the program. Please regider
your youth and young adults.

Please note on the regidration form if you want the
luncheons or dinners avallable. These will ALL be full
hot meals, and are well worth every penny. Those who
attended had their fill, and raved about the food and

atmosphere.
Volume 13, Number 11 - November 2002

Bishop DiMazio has given us permisson to have daly
Holy Mass, 24 hour Eucharisic Adordion, and
Confessons available.

Father John McFadden, Father Michad Semana, and
others of Mary's Beloved Priests have indicated they will
return.  The extenson will agan be with Dorothea
DeGrandis Sudol and Father Robert DeGrandis, SSJ.

The green information sheet with regidraion forms is
enclosed. Please make your hotd and PFMC
reservations EARLY! Please reserve the weekend of
14-16 March 2003 to be with us and, if possible, join us
for Saint Patrick’s and Saint Joseph's days during the 3-
Day Extension, 17-19 March 2003.

(Kathleen and Keith for All the PFMC Volunteers

PILGRIMAGE to ASSISI,
MEDJUGORJE and ROME

aher Tino will be the spiritud director for a
ilgrimage of peace departing March 19", 2002
and returning on March 27", 2003.

Fly into Rome and transfer by bus to Asss for 2 days
and one night. Then fly to Split on Croatian Air and
spend until the 26" in Medjugorje.  Hotd and house
accommodations are planned for double occupancy with
private bathroom. Single occupancy requires a sngle
supplement. The house in Medjugorje will be just a short
wak away from Saint James Church.

You will have a full daly program of prayer, taks,
meeting visonaries, as they are available, climbing Cross
Mountain and Apparition Hill. You will be in Medjugorje
for the Anniversary on March 25"

On the 26™ you will return to Rome where you will tour
the Catacombs and the Mgor Basllicas, vist the Vatican
museum and Sistine Chapdl, and pray at a private massin
Saint Peters Badilica

The cogt for arfare, hotels, housing, guides, transfers and
taxes and ALL BREAKFASTS AND SUPPERS
throughout is $1696 per person. If interested cdl
Kathleen at 856-768-9228 to register.
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FATHER McCARTHY toLEAD a
RETREAT WEEKEND for
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MARRIED COUPLESCHANGED to
MAY 16, 17, and 18, 2003

ake the time as a Married Couple to explore the

Marriage Covenant, and how the Holy Spirit can and
does work in your Lives. Do you want something new in
your marriage? Are you seeking something more to fulfill
you? Isthere something lacking or something you want to
celebrate together? Explore with Father Bill the beauty
and richness, the mountains and valleys, the joys and tears
of the sacrament of Marriage.

We will have specid rates for you a the Holiday Inn
Express just around the corner from the PFMC. The
hours of the Retreat are currently planned to be from 7
PM to 10 PM on FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2003 and 9
AM to 5 PM on SATURDAY and SUNDAY, MAY
17 and 18, 2003. The registration donation is
planned at $80 per couple and includes a delicious
lunch each day. We are planning comfortable
seating for 40 couples.

If there is sufficient interest, this retrest weekend for
married couples may be moved to a loca hotd to
accommodate more  couples  with  overnight
accommodations avallable on ste.  Early regidration is
requested to assst in making this latter decison.

We hope that you will take advantage of this wonderful
weekend and register early by cdling the PFMC at
(856) 768 9228 to register. We accept Visa,
MasterCard, and Discover. You may register by mail by
sending your check with name, address, and phone
number. Information sheets with regidration formswill be
infutureissues of “The PILGRIM.”

God blessyou.

HUMANITARIAN AID tothe
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

here will be a Medica Misson from September 27,

2003 to October 11, 2003. If you are a Doctor
(especidly a specidigt or internd medicine) or a nurse,
and would like to be part of this misson, please cdl Fay
or Edwinaor Kathleen or Liz.

The gaff had a wonderful opportunity to bring over
medicines, toys, money and books to the Diocese of
Puerto Plata

Now we are establishing through the Diocese of Puerto

Pata, a Humanitarian Aid Program and a Medicd
The PILGRIM
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Misson. This program will be directly working with the
parishes of the poor and sick. We have three orphanages
that we will help, and severd clinics and the hospitd. We
will aso be hdping with the Seminarian Program.

We have now put in place the ability to continue with aid
to this very very poor third world country. After taking
with a representative from the office of Bishop Gregorio
Nicanor Pena Rodriguez, we are asking our readers for
help on aregular basis with the following:

Donations of money to support the seminarians, who are
sudying English. This money will be used to buy the
second edition of English books for them to use. It will
dso hdp with buying them English Bibles and
Catechisms, and shipping them there. ($1000 needed).
They dso need men's shoes szes 8, 9, 10, and 11,
socks, underwear, and Navy blue or white T-shirts sizes
amal, medium, and large.

We are collecting little girls white first communion dresses
and vells. Attached to each dress should be the owners
name and address and a little note to the girl who would
be wearing this dress and veil. Often they will get back a
note of thank your. If you can attach a new pair of white
socks and shoes, this would also be greatly appreciated.

We need medicines to send to the medica clinic that
ministers only to the very poor and dedtitute. Servas de
Mariais run by the nuns, and Sigter Blancaisin charge of
the many demands of the clinics They need boxes of
Vitamins for adults and children (Vitamins A, E, D, K,
Bl, B2, B6, and B12, Cdcium pills, Anacin, Advil,
Buffered coated Motrin and Aspirin, Sudafed Sinus,
Benadryl, Tums, Cotton Bdls, Gauze Bandages,
Cortisone cream tubes, triple antibiotic creams, Band
Aids — dl sizes Tape, Cough Syrup for adults and for
children, Cough lozenges, Alcohol, Pampers and
Underpads. They aso need toothbrushes and toothpaste.

If you go shopping, would you consider picking up some
of these aticles and bringing them into the PFMC or
sending them to us? We will be making up packages of
#70 and mailing them to Sigter through the Diocese of
Puerto Plata as soon as we get a big box filled. If you
know of anyone going to Puerto Plata on vacation and
they can carry a suitcase for us, please et us know.

We dso have a long ligt of medications the Sgters can
use, but we need to get a doctor involved in getting them.
If you are a doctor and reading this, or if you are a
representative/saes person from a drug house, would you
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please get in contact with Kathleen for a larger ligt of
antibiotics and drugs that are needed.

Since the Bosnian War the PFMC has been involved with
many Humanitarian Aid projects. We are quite excited
about this particular project, especidly since we have
seen the true poverty of this country. We ask each of you
to look into your hearts and hear God's cdll to help. We
can’'t do awhole lot, but we sure can make atiny dent.

Please mail dl checks or materidsto PFM C, 61 Cooper
Road, Voorhees, NJ 08043. Thank you.

VOCATION DEPARTMENT:

NAZARETH HOUSE

place of discernment and formation for men aspiring

to priethood in the Roman Catholic Church,
Nazareth House is located on the campus of Camden
Catholic High School in Cherry Hill. The Diocese of
Camden has begun a formation program to hep young
men invesigate whether God is cdling them to priestly
formation.

The misson of Nazareth House is to assst young men
between the ages of 18-35 in the discernment and
development of the seeds of a priestly vocation. The Staff
will provide them with the foundation for seminary
theologate formation, through a shared community life of
prayer and worship; human, spiritua and intelectud
development; and pastoral service. It now houses the
Office of Vocations.

FOR MORE INFORMATION or APPLICATION
MATERIALS, CONTACT:

Father Cadmus Mazzardlla,
mazzarel|la@camdendiocese.org,

Director of Vocations, Diocese of Camden,
Nazareth House, 300 Cuthbert Boulevard,
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002

(856) 910-4930 or FAX: (856) 662-8917
or vigt: http://mwww.beapriest.org

information.  This program is very dmple and very
effective. We will be working in conjunction with Parish
Vocation programs.

ANSWERSTO PRAYER —A PRE
CHRISTMASINCENTIVE FOR ALL
TO LEARN FROM

n September 1960, | woke up one morning with Sx

I hungry babies and just 75 cents in my pocket. Their

father was gone. The boys ranged from three months

to seven years, their sster was two. Their Dad had never

been much more than a presence they feared.

Whenever they heard his tires crunch on the grave

driveway they would scramble to hide under their beds.
He did manage to leave $15 aweek to buy groceries.

Now that he had decided to leave, there would be no
more bestings, but no food either. If there was a welfare
system in effect in southern Indiana a thet time, | certainly
knew nothing about it. | scrubbed the kids until they
looked brand new and then put on my best homemade
dress. | loaded them into the rusty old 51 Chevy and
drove off to find ajob.

The seven of us went to every factory, store and
restaurant in our smal town. No luck! The kids stayed
crammed into the car and tried to be quiet while | tried to
convince whomever would listen thet | was willing to learn
to do anything. | had to have ajob. Still no luck. The last
place we went to, just a few miles out of town, was an
old Root Beer Barrel drive-in that had been converted to
atruck stop. It was called the Big Whesdl.

An old lady named Granny owned the place and she
peeked out of the window from time to time a dl those
kids. She needed someone on the graveyard shift, 11 at
night until seven in the morning. She paid 65 cents an hour

INTERESTED in FORMING A
VOCATION AWARENESS
PROGRAM in YOUR PARISH?
f you are interested in participating in this very smple
program please call the PFMC at (856) 768-9228 and
ak for Liz. She will hdp you with materids and
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HOLY MASSTIMES

If you ever think you will miss Holy Mass because you
don’t know the times of Holy Mass in the area that you
are going to vigt or are currently located, cal 1-410-
676-6000.

If you have access to the Internet and don't dready
have it book marked, type in the Uniform Resource
Locator (URL) www.masstimes.org in the white box
near the top of your browser. Y ou can find mapsto the
churches in addition to the times of Holy Mass
celebrations.

The PILGRIM



and | could gtart that night.

| raced home and called the teenager down the Street that
baby-sat for people. | bargained with her to come and
degp on my sofa for a dollar a night. She could arive
with her pgamas on and the kids would dready be
adeep. This seemed like a good arrangement to her, so
we made a ded. That night when the little ones and |
knelt to say our prayers we dl thanked God for finding
Mommy ajob. And so | started at the Big Whedl.

When | got home in the mornings | woke the baby-gitter
up and sent her home with one dollar of my tip money--
fully haf of what | averaged every night.

As the weeks went by, heeting bills added a strain to my
meager wage. The tires on the old Chevy had the
consigtency of penny balloons and began to legk. | had to
fill them with ar on the way to work and again every
morning before | could go home.

One blegk fdl morning, | dragged mysdlf to the car to go
home and found four tires in the back sest. New tired
There was no note, no nothing, just those beautiful brand
new tires. Had angels taken up residence in Indiana? |
wondered.

| made a ded with the locd service station. In exchange
for his mounting the new tires, | would clean up his office.
| remember it took me a lot longer to scrub his floor than
it did for him to do the tires.

| was now working sx nights indead of five and it ill
wasn't enough. Chrismas was coming and | knew there
would be no money for toys for the kids. | found a can of
red paint and started repairing and painting some old toys.
Then | hid them in the basement so there would be
something for Santa to ddiver on Chrigmas morning.
Clothes were a worry too. | was sewing patches on top
of patches on the boys pants and soon they would be too
far goneto repair.

On Chrigmas Eve the usud customers were drinking
coffee in the Big Whed. These were the truckers, Les,
Frank, and Jm, and a State trooper named Joe. A few
musicians were hanging around after a gig at the Legion
and were dropping nickels in the pinbal machine. The
regulars dl just sat around and taked through the wee
hours of the morning and then left to get home before the
sun came up.

When it was time for me to go home at seven o'clock on
Christmas morning | hurried to the car. | was hoping the
kids wouldn't wake up before | managed to get home and

get the presents from the basement and place them under
The PILGRIM

the tree. (We had cut down asmall cedar tree by the side
of the road down by the dump.)

It was Hill dark and | couldn't see much, but there
appeared to be some dark shadows in the car-or was
that just atrick of the night? Something certainly looked
different, but it was hard to tell what.

When | reached the car | peered warily into one of the
Sde windows. Then my jaw dropped in amazement. My
old battered Chevy was filled full to the top with boxes of
al shapes and szes. | quickly opened the driver's sde
door, scrambled insde and knedled in the front facing the
back sedt.

Reaching back, | pulled off the lid of the top box. Insde
was whole lot of little blue jeans, sizes 2-10! | |ooked
indde another box: It was full of shirts to go with the
jeans. Then | peeked insde some of the other boxes.
There was candy and nuts and bananas and bags of
groceries. There was an enormous ham for baking, and
canned vegetables and potatoes.

There was pudding and Jell-O and cookies, pie filling and
flour. There was a whole bag of laundry supplies and
cleaning items. And there were five toy trucks and one
beautiful little doll.

As | drove back through empty Streets as the sun dowly
rose on the most amazing Chrigmas Day of my life, | was
sobbing with gratitude. And | will never forget the joy on
the faces of my little ones that precious morning.

Yes, thee were anges in Indiana tha long-ago
December. And they dl hung out at the Big Whed truck
stop.

THE POWER OF PRAYER

Prayer is one of the best free gifts we receive. Thereisno
cost but a lot of rewards. Let's continue praying for one
another.

Father, please bless my friends reading this right now.
Lord, show them a new reveation of Your love and
power. Holy Spirit, may You to minister to their spirit at
this very moment.  Amen.
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PFMC HELP AT GIFT TIME

pries we know tdls his parishioners to dways
give a soiritud gift to anyone they know adong
with their materid gift. Thisis particularly true &
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Chrigmas time but can adso agoply to birthdays and
anniversaries.

Stop in a the PFMC and pick out a spiritua book, aholy
card and medd, or a very beautiful statue or rosary. We
have a large assortment of children’'s religious books.
Our daff is here to hdp you. If you are looking for
something in paticular, ask for Livia If it is not in the
PFMC, then we can possibly order it for you. Thank you.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN
RIGHT PERSPECTIVE

1. No ingttution in history has done more to
promote purity, virginity and moral integrity than
the Catholic Church.

Jesus Chrigt established His Church in the midst of the
very pagan Roman Empire. And as His Mystica Body,
the Catholic Church has taught a no tolerance policy on
abortion,  pornography,  atificid  contraception,
promiscuity, sdf-abuse, incest, sodomy, and even
ddiberately consented to impure thoughts. The Church
has dways promoted the Gospd of Life, a Legion of
Decency and a Catholic School System tha has
promoted virginity and purity. The Church founded by
Chrigt holds up for everyone Mary the Mother of God as
our modd of purity, and cetan saints such as Sant
Cecdia and Saint Maria Goretti, who died mantaining
their virginity. The Church has dways advocated prayer,
frequent confesson, modesty in dress, frequent reception
of the Eucharig, and the practice of mortification and
penance. In dl of higtory, no ingtitution has done more to
promote purity, as any fair-minded person would readily
admit.

2. There is not another institution in the United
States addressing sexual abuse among minors more
than the Catholic Church.

Bishop Wilton Gregory, presdent of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, stated unequivocaly,
“I'm very heartened by the professonas who work with
both victims and abusers who encourage us in this work,
because they tell us there is not another inditution in the
United States that is doing more to understand and
address the horror of sexua abuse of minors.”

3. According to the most definitive study by Phillip
Jenkins, who is not a Catholic, 0.3 percent of priests
are pedophiles.
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That percentage is much higher, of course, in the
homaosexud community per se. And it stays around one
percent right across the board for doctors, teachers,
coaches, lawyers, newspapermen, firemen, and
policemen. To redly attack the problem of pedophiles,
we have to broaden our scope, therefore, beyond the
clergy. Otherwise, we are just reflecting an anti-rigious,
anti-Chrigtian, anti-Catholic, and anti-Jewish bias. Most
clergy in prison for sexud abuse are not Cathalic prieds,
and by far - in fact, vary far - the mgority of men in
prison for sexua abuse of minors are not clergy.

4, By far the greatest sexual abuse among
youngster s happens at home where one out of every
three girls is abused and at least one out of every
six boys.

Any program to correct sexua abuse, therefore, must be
focused on the home.

5. Cdibacy isnot the problem.

Huge sexud abuse problems are found in Mormons,
Jehovah  Witnesses,  Buddhists,  Episcopdians,
Pentecostals, Congregationdists, Assembly of God and
Baptists. The most extreme sexuad abuse clergy case in
U.S. higtory involved a Pentecosta minister who molested
severa hundred boysin the 1980s.

6. The media treatment of the priests sexual abuse
scandal reflects a deeply seated, Anti-Catholic bias.

By and large the treestment has been unfair. Mixed in with
truths are half-truths and innuendos. Although it is true
that a smal percentage of priests and bishops have been
at fault, it is definitely not true that the Catholic Church, as
awhole, has been at fault. Never before have the media
been s0 guilty of dirring up such wide sweeping rdigious
bigotry and bias.

Zero Tolerancein the New Testament

As Dr. Thomas Drummond has said in the Newdetter for
the New Life Inditute for Human Deveopment. “One
way to judge the rightness of the church’s reaction to the
media-driven sex scandds of late is to imagine having to
live through that reaction over and over again for eternity.
Would we look forward to each recurrence with the
agreegble satisfaction we experience as we ligen
repeatedly to a favorite song, or reread a cherished letter
written long ago?

The PILGRIM



Anti-Catholic Media

“The events of the last few months are about dleged
sexud mishehavior by dlerics and religious with minors.
However, these times are about more than that. They are
about anti-Catholic media, profit-driven lawyers, red
victims of sexud abuse, and bogus ‘victims of sexud
abuse. These times are about demanding payment for
dlegedly dolen sexud favors, about drive-by-litigation
that kills peopl€' s reputations long after those shot at have
died or repented and made reparation for lapses in
judgment and sins committed. These days are about an
episcopacy working to find its sea legs, with some
grasping at “zero tolerance’ to steady themselves. What
kind of reaction could we have to this state of affairs that
we might look forward to remembering it with a sense of
rightness in the event of rdiving these day in endess

repetition?
Not Primarily About Abuse

“Hird, the issue is not merely about the protection of
children from sexud exploitation. It is aso about
persecution of the Roman Catholic Church, from within
by some of its clergy and ax-grinding condtituents, as well
as from biased media that covered up the sexua abuse of
refugee children by United Nations “peacekeepers’ as
the Boston scandd was unfolding. The media left the
U.N. scandd on the cutting room floor and scapegoat the
church in a profitable sexud extravaganza

Unfair Treatment

“Why is there no Million Victim March on the United
Nations headquarters in New York demanding the
resgnaion of Kofi Annan, the Secretary Generd, for
dlowing the peacekeepers to rape truly vulnerable
homeless children dready living in fear for thar lives? As
prelates answer under oath in depostions about thelr
responsibilities, so too such a march would demand that
child abusing peacekeepers be brought before the U.N.
International Crimind Court for crimes againgt humanity:
the purpose for the court’s existence. When priests and
U.N. peacekeepers abuse children they are obligated to
protect, they receive different treetment from the media,
the public, paliticians, lawyers, prosecutors, and victims
of sexud abuse Appaently, sexud abuse is ether
heinous or neutra depending on who does it. Zero
tolerance is a mdleable policy, based in Stuation ethics,
sectively applied for political reasons. It is not a modd
for church palicy.

The PILGRIM
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Anti-Catholic Legislators - Shocking

“When we see actions in federa courts and date
legidatures subsequent to the dories of priesly and
militay sexud abuse of children, the anti-Catholic
moativation for the present media and lega bloodbath
becomes clear. The Connecticut legidature narrowly
defested a provison that would deputize priests in the
police power of the date by suspending the sed of the
confessond. In Oregon, aman on trid for his life went to
confession, which the prosecutor tapes surreptitioudy. It
was only the prosecutors persond decision not to use the
tape that kept it out of ht courtroom. By adopting a
political policy of zero tolerance, the episcopacy would
have to lift the ancient sed of the confessona not a way
to regain the mora high ground.

Golden Opportunity

“The benefit to the Church in al of this is a golden
opportunity to dedgn a reaction to this current
persecution that would renew the church by reestablishing
its mord principles, (and zero tolerance is antithetica to
those principles), so that it could repeatedly recdl with
satisfaction, despite criticism from the press, the rightness
of its response. This response of the episcopacy would
Soring, not from public relations, but form the reigious
depths of the church’s divine nature. Like madmen for
God the bishops would run into the marketplace crying,
“We seek God! We seek God!” And to reporters who
say to them, “Y ou have killed God, and your church ishis
sepulcher. How will you wipe this blood off of
yoursalves? What festivals of atonement will you invent?’
They must respond by finding refuge in the covenant God
and we have made together, so if we have to relive these
days again we can rgoice in that decison. And how shdl
this be done?

The Gospel of Mercy

“Firgt, consder that zero tolerance for sin would be the
foundation of a new religion inspired not by the Holy
Spirit, but by fear of the press. Zero tolerance for snners
denies the covenant that Yahweh spent thousands of
years perfecting with his irascible people. It obliterates the
good news of the New Testament that so excited God
when indead of continudly smiting the Isradlites for
breaking the contract with him, he promised an eternd
covenant that ensured forgiveness to those who repented.
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Forgiveness

“I will deanse them of dl the guilt they inherited by Snning
agang me; dl thar offenses by which they snned and
rebelled againg me, | will forgive (Jer 33:8).

“According to the law amost everything is purified by
blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness’ (Heb 33:8).

“When Jesus had taken the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’
And bowing his head, he handed over the spirit” (dn
19:30).

Once the blood of God's own son was shed, the
covenant was seded, forgiveness was online and that is
the only spin truly available to the episcopecy.

Ordained to Forgive

Bishops, cardinas and popes, al priests, were ordained
for forgive sn under the new and eternd covenant
(whether the press approves is irrdlevant). Zero tolerance
for an and Snnersisin serious conflict with that covenarnt,
and a Vaican Council meeting for years, could not
reconcile such polarization. Encouraging a corrupt press,
(that kept the U.N. scandd from public view), and
ambitious prosecutors, by handing over, with no
requirement to do o, ignoring Condtitution, canonica and
lega due process, the names of those who had sinned,
repented, and made reparation with full fath in God's
word that he would forgive them, is fundamentaly at odds
with the new covenant, sealed forever with the blood of
Christ, between god and his people.

The Covenant of Mercy

“If zero tolerance replaces the covenant of forgiveness,
the church may indeed become God's tomb. Ironicaly, it
is no more difficult to be persecuted for protecting the
covenant between God and his people than it is to be
persecuted by a press exercisng a capriccioso anti-
Catholicism under a crippled mord standard that y they
do not apply to U.N. child rapists.

God’s Approval, Not Man’s

Having taken refuge in the eternd covenant between God
and his people, understanding that forgiveness does not
mean agpprova, practicdity requires consderation of the
criteria used to sdect and form priests and religious. In
the case of clerica pedophiles and ephebephiles, their
gross sexud, psychologicd and emotiond immaturity
renders them psychologicd minors and brings into
Volume 13, Number 11 - November 2002

question the vdidity of their ordinations. Were they
cgpable of giving the full and informed consent necessary
to receive the sacrament? Could they make such a
commitment without the psychologicd and socid
development necessary to live the life under its contractua
requirements?

Firmly Rooted in the Covenant

“While there may be a place in the church’s response for
properly directed zero tolerance, it is not properly
directed to sn and snners. Zero tolerance for immaturity
in aspirants to priesthood does not violate the New
Testament contract with God, nor does zero tolerance for
misguided and incompetent evauations of those aspirants.
Zero tolerance for lack of professond development in the
ordained, who intervene in the lives of the laity, does not
violate the contract with God either.

Mercy Over and Again

“Thus, if our reaction was to become firmly rooted in the
nature of the contract with God, and it seducement of
forgiveness for the repentant sinner, we will have centered
oursgves in fathfulness, and by exercisng zero tolerance
appropriately, where it should have been exercised al
adong, we will have protected the people of god form
immature, professondly and Spiritudly  unprepared
ordained and the havoc they creste. Then we could, if
need be, rdive over and over again this commitment to
reneva with a sense of peace, for it reflects the
fathfulness of the sewards of the church as they guard
the covenant no matter what the press may think about it.
At word, the church will be persecuted for the right
reeson: its fathfulness to the covenant of the New
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PLEASE RESPOND to THISNOTICE
and STAY ON the BULK MAILING
LIST

We do need to hear from you in writing at least once a
year in order to keep you on our mailing list. Bulk Mall
is not required to be returned if the delivery addressis
incorrect. In Chrigtian charity we do not want ddlivery to
incorrect addresses and waste God' s precious

resources. Thereis no “subscription” fee. We do ask
for free will donaionsto support “The PILGRIM”
and the operations of the PFMC.

If you know someone who would enjoy the “The
PILGRIM,” please ask them to contact us at the

dress printed in the box on page 5 or near the malli
2bel on the last page e pIECRM




Testament.”

7. In the American dream, all men are created
equal, that is Chrigstian and Jew, Protestant and
Catholic, black and white.

Thanks to the Civil War and the recent Civil Rights
movement, much of the racia bigotry has been overcome,
However, once again, we are met on a great battlefield,
testing whether this nation or any nation so concelved and
dedicated can long endure.

8. Thereisno placefor bigotry in America.

So if you are Catholic and your notion of Catholicism
alows you to be bigoted towards any group, you're not a
good Catholic and you're certainly not a good American.
The same would hold true of Protestants, Jews, Blacks,
Hispanics - in fact, every group. Bias is not Jewish,
bigotry is not Christian and neither bias nor bigotry are
American.

9. As John Leo pointed out in hisarticlein US News
and World Report, March 18, 2002, the news media
are damaging their honesty and credibility.

Quoting Bernard Goldberg's book, Bias, “the packaging
of news reflects an anti-religious, anti-Chridtian, anti-
Cahalic, anti-family, anti-decency, and anti-life world
view.” Tammy Bruce's new book, The New Thought
Police: Insde the Left's Assault on Free Speech and Free
Minds, corroborates both Goldberg and Leo. The
American newsroom culture is so strongly pro-choice,
pro-homosexudl, pro-pornography, and anti-religious that
it cannot bring itsdlf to report religious issues fairly.

10. No one abuses children mor e than the media.

The media back abortion, which to date has killed over

100 million of our children. It backs blatant pornography,

sodomy, promiscuity, immordity, and highly-offensve
gpeech. Howard Stern, Jerry Springer and Madonna are
darlings of our media. Howard Stern, for example, has
had over 3,100 sponsors, some of them being the leading

radio and televison Sations in this country.

Our media is filled with violence, immordity and highly
offensve gpeech. Unfortunately, the media is the number
one informant of the youthful souls of our country. It is
common knowledge that the newspapers in this country
ae run by irrdigious, ahedic, anti-family, and anti-

Chrigian editorid boards. Abortion, homosexudity and

the sexud revolution are widely endorsed, as well as a
false feminiam that is anti-God, anti-church and anti-life,
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11. Thank God for Chrigtian organizations such as
Focus on the Family, the Christian Coalition, and the
Evangdical and Pentecostal who by and large are
pro-God, pro-family and pro-life.

12. For the sake of our children, we need to work
toward a “no tolerance” policy of evil policy right
across the board.

We need as a nation to get rid of al pornography, al
televised promiscuity, dl violence, and, of course, dl
abortion - which is the worst and ultimate form of child
abuse. Only with a*no tolerance’ policy right across the
board by every organization - rdigious and secular - will
we be able to attack the problem of abuse of our
children. At present, over 85 percent of al American
children are being severely abused in one way or another,
modily by the entertainment, music, thestrical, and media
indudtries who are regping hillions at the expense of the
innocence of our children.

(Father Mgjor William J. McCarthy, M.SsA. Retired
Chaplain, United States Air Force Auxiliary, My
Father’s House, Moodus, CT)
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INVOCATIONStotheHOLY GHOST

OME, THOU HOLY GHOST, Third Person of
the Mogt Blessed Trinity, and fill the hearts of the
fathful.

COME, THOU HOLY GHOST, Paraclete, Advocate
and Comfortor; be such to us, the Faithful.

COME, THOU HOLY GHOST, New Ambassador
from the Godhead after Christ’s Ascension, and reconcile
us with the Father and the Son.

COME, THOU HOLY GHOST, Spirit of Love from the
Father and the Son; fill us with the same Divine love.

COME, THOU HOLY GHOST, Breath of Love
between the Father and Son, Eterna kiss between the
Father and the Son, catch us up in the same holy kiss and
embrace.

COME, THOU HOLY GHOST, Who doest bind us in
love and union with the Father and Son, never let us
separate from Them.

COME, THOU HOLY GHOST, Lifeand Love and Fire
of our souls, enkindle usforever in Thy Love.
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COME, THOU HOLY GHOST, Soul of the Church, the
Mystical Body of Chrigt, be Thou aso the Soul of our
souls.

COME, THOU HOLY GHOST, Gift of God Sublime,
be our Priceless gift, never to be lost.

COME, THOU HOLY GHOST, AUTHOR AND
GIVER OF THY SEVENFOLD GIFTS, give them to us
abundantly.

COME, THOU HOLY GHOST, Author and Giver of
Thy Tweve Fruits, make us Eterndly fruitful with them.

COME, THOU HOLY GHOST, By Whom Jesus was
Conceived in the Blessed Virgin Mary, conceive and
bring forth Jesusin our souls.

COME, THOU HOLY GHOST, Who spoke through
the Prophets and inspired dl Holy in scripture, teach usto
relish the Written Word of God.

COME, THOU HOLY GHOST, instrumentdl, too, in the
Spoken of Tradition, make us revere these teachings with
equd rdish.

COME, THOU HOLY GHOST, Who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, and conform our Faith in the
Doctrine of the Holy Trinity.

FATHER LAWRENCE BREY

BLESSED OIL AND SALT: WHAT
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH SAYS

ccording to the Caechisn of the Catholic

Church: “Sacramentals are indituted for the

sanctification of certain minidries of the Church,
certan dates of life, a great variety of circumstances in
Chridian life, and the use of many things helpful to man. --
They aways include a prayer, often accompanied by a
specific 9gn, such as the laying on of hands, the sign of
the cross, or the sprinkling of holy water.” 1667

“Secramentds derive from the baptisma priesthood:
Every baptized person is cdled to be a“blessng,” and to
bless. (1 Pet. 3:9, Lk 6:28, Rom 12:14) Hence lay people
may preside a certain blessings. — Sacramentas do not
confer the grace of the Holy Spirit in the way that the
sacraments do, but by the Church's prayer, they prepare
us to recelve grace and dispose us to cooperate with it.”
1669-70

“Among sacramenta blessings (of persons, meds,
objects, and places) comes first. Every blessng praises
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God and prays for his gifts. In Chrigt, Chridians are
blessed by God the Father with every spiritua blessing.
This is why the Church imparts blessings by invoking the
name of Jesus, usudly while meking the holy sign of the
cross of Christ.” 1671

BASIC INFORMATION

Blessed oil and sAt are sacramentds of the Catholic
Church for use by lay people as they minister to others
through prayer. Lay people bless with ail; priests, and
only priests, anoint with ail.

The power in the oil and salt comes from the redemptive
acts of Jesus through His Passon, Dedth, and
Resurrection.  That power is dicited by prayers of
intercesson, and is then directed through the externd
ggnsof oil and sdlt.

Nether sacramental should be used superdtitioudy as
having sdf-contained power, but in combination with
prayer. The Sacramentds are focus points, funneling
ongs fath toward Jesus, like a flag is a focus for
petriotism.

A priest may usethe officia prayer from the Roman Ritua
to bless il and sdt for lay people.

Using blessed oil never replaces the ail of chrism used by
a priest to anoint in SACRAMENT of the Sick and

Dying.
HOW TO USE BLESSED OIL

Blessed oil may be used when praying with people for
hedling; to bless family members, homes, or objects.

The prayer doesn't need to be complicated or fancy. Just
ask the person what they would like prayers for, use the
oil to make the sgn of the cross on their forehead, and
pray for God to honor the request. If the person doesn't
wish to confide the intention, that's fine; God knows what
isin their hearts

Don't worry about what to say or how to say it; the Lord
will guide you. You can pray in tongues, English, or you
can say an Our Father or Hall Mary; smply spesk what is
in your heart, the Holy Spirit will lead. You can end your
prayer with an Amen, a Glory Be, or however the Lord
Inspires you to close.

It is possible to pray with someone who doesn't even
believe in God, let done His ability or willingness to hed,
and see miraculous results. All prayers are subject to
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God's will; when we intercede for others our will is united
with His.

GUIDELINES

Be sure anyone you pray with understands you are not
offering or providing them the Sacrament of the Sick; the
Sacrament can only be administered by a priest.

Only pray over people who have asked for prayers,
ether directly or through friends or family members, and
keep dl names and information shared confidentid.

Don't act as a counsdor, try to solve anyone's problems
or digpense advice. Y our minigtry isto remain open to the
workings of the Holy Spirit, and respond in obedience by
sharing what He offers the person seeking hedling.

Please use the blessed ail often, don't save it just for times
of illness. Parents, grandparents or other primary care
providers can bless the children in ther lives dally;
Spouses can bless one another at any time, for any need.
Useit on your homes, cars, pets, tools, anything you want
the Lord to protect and bless.

HOW TO USE BLESSED SALT

Blessed sdt can be sprinkled in on€s home, across
thresholds and windowsills, around property lines, in cars,
school lockers or work sites. It can be used on food, or
while cooking.

As you spread the sdt pray for the Lord's blessng and
protection. The faith of the person using the sdt must be
Jesus-centered, like the faith of the blind man in John 9,
his faith was in Jesus, not in the mud and spittle Jesus
used to hed him. Blessed sdt is not a new sacramentd,
but there is new interest in it as an ingrument of grace and
hedling.

“The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make his face shine upon
you

and be gracious to you;

The Lord turn his face toward you and
give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26

BLESSING BY A PRIEST

The texts which follow are blessngs from the Roman
Ritud used for Sdt and Qil (not Holy Chrism):
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SALT

God's creature, sdlt, | cagt out the demon from you by the
living God, by the true God, by the holy God, by God
who ordered you to be thrown into the water-springs by
Eliseus to hed it of its barrenness. May you be a purified
sdt, a means of hedth for those who believe, a medicine
for body and soul for dl who make use of you. May dl
evil fandies of the foul fiend, his mdice and cunning, be
driven afar from the place where you are sprinkled. And
let every unclean spirit be repulsed by Him who is coming
to judge both the living and the dead and the world by
fire. Amen.

Almighty, everlasing God, we humbly apped to your
mercy and goodness to bless this creature, salt, which you
have given for mankind's use. May al who use it find a
remedy for body and mind. And may everything it
touches be freed from uncleanness and any influence of
the evil sairit; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

OlL

Lord God Almighty, before whom the hods of angels
dand in awe, and whose heavenly service we
acknowledge; may it please you to regard favorably and
to bless and hdlow this cresture, cil, which by your
power has been pressed from the juice of olives. You
have ordained it for anointing the sick, so that, when they
are made well, they may give thanksto you, the living and
true God. Grant we pray, that those who will use this ail,
which we are blessng in your name, may be deivered
from dl auffering, dl infirmity, and dl wiles of the enemy.
Let it be the means of averting any kind of adversity from
man, made in your image and redeemed by the precious
blood of your Son, so that he may never again suffer the
ding of the ancient serpent; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

These are the literd words from the Roman Rite for the
blessng of these two Sacramentals. A careful reading
should give everyone a firm underganding of ther
purpose as intended by our Holy Mother Church, and
their power. Ther use is NOT superdtition; their use IS
effective againg the forces of evil for believers.

Permission is granted to reproduce and distribute with
Blessed Oil and Salt given to others for use in ministry.

(Prepared by the Maine State Executive Committee for
the Charismatic Renewal of the Diocese of Maine.
Father Richard P. Rice, liaison, Holy Family Parish,
Sanford, ME, 04073; (207) 324-2420.)
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GIFT ROOM OPEN DAILY

Our soiritudly nourishing gift room is open 10 AM -4
PM daily. Come and browse for statues, rosaries,
pins, medals, prayer books, prayer cards, holy cards,
scapulars, and rdligious books.  Discounts on donations
given for large orders.  We have a large assortment of
wonderful things coming in for Chrigmas and specid
occasions.

The PFMC is providing resource services to al Home
School families. We hope that if you need any textbooks
or research books, that you will call us. A 10% discount
will be given to any home school parent that identifies
himsdf or hersdf as such.  Cdl Livia or Vince for any
special orders (856) 768-9228.

A PRAYER

JESUS, THE GOOD SHEPHERD

I am the good shepherd who is willing
to die for the sheep. (Jn 10, 11)

Dearest sheep, you are so very precious to my eyes |
would give up al for you. | am preoccupied with your
safety and your welfare a every moment.

Never doubt again how so very important you are to me.
You know now and forever just how much | love and
carefor you. Cometo me, | will hold and comfort you.

Tdl me about your day, confide in me dl of your
concerns, share with me your joy, your suffering and your
hopes. You seem <0 fragile... but | know you possess
the strength necessary to accomplish what it is that you
must do.

Do you know why | have caled you? Do you not have an
idea of dl the good that you can accomplish in the name
of the Love of your God?

Come my child, little sheep that | love o, | have found
you and | shdll protect you for aslong as you dlow meto
love you.

France Descoteayx

GRAVE HARM TO DISOBEY —
REFUGE IN THE DESERT- A
SCRIPTURE STUDY

Then two shall be in the field; one
shall be taken and one shall be left.
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Two women shall be grinding at the
mill; one shall be taken and one shall
be left. (Matthew 24:40-1; Luke
17:35)

What are we to make of these mysterious texts? There is
no officid Catholic interpretation of them, asin the case of
many of the texts reaing to the last times.

Today, we know that a number of the Protestant sects
believe that a rapture will carry away certain eect souls
somewhat in the manner of Elias, who was trandated in a
fiery chariot from the earth (I Kings 2). Catholics do not
concern themsalves grestly with thistext. But dl Scripture
isingpired by God, and there spoken in the context of the
events of the latter times, the times through which we are
passing now.

In the verses preceding this text, Our Lord refers to the
suddenness, with which the Hood came and destroyed dll
the people of the world, except of course, Noah and his
family. Presumably, then, this text refers to another
caamity, come upon the world for its sns, perhaps
resembling the Hood inits universal dimensions.

At Fatima, Our Lady spoke of such a universa dimension
of various nations, of a world war, aworld famine, and a
world persecution of the just. If we concede al this, how
isaCathalic to interpret this text today?

Firgt, we should expect this text to be fulfilled just before
the great chastisement or persecution, which is to come.
Just as men are edting and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, the vengeance of God will strike and destroy
them al (Saint Matthew 24:38-39). But just before this,
certan dect souls will be “trandated”—if we may use
term—not to heaven but into a desart place, where they
will be nourished for “a time and times and hdf a
time’ (Apoc. 12:14).

In chapter twelve of the Apocalypse, we note a reference
to a Woman clothed with the sun, the moon under her
feet and on her head a crown of twelve stars. (Scholars
agree that this woman is a figure of Our Lady and of the
Church, the spotless Bride of Christ.) She is confronted
by a huge red dragon with seven heads and ten horns. He
waits to devour the child she is about to bear. Saint John
tells us this woman flees to a desart place, where she is
preserved by God for a thousand, two hundred and sixty
days. Sheis to be given two wings of’ a great eagle’ that
she might fly into the desart. The dragon is dearly
powerless to harm the woman. But Saint John tells us,
sgnificantly, that he 'went off to make war on the rest of
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her offpring, on those who keep the commandments of
God and bear testimony to Jesus' (Apoc. 12.17)

Chapter 13, which followsthis, is al about the reign of the
Antichrigt. And we learn tha his reign ism to last two and
forty months, meaning three and a hdf years. And we
discover, in verse 7, a great victory over the church by
the dragon. “ And it was given to him to make war with
the saints, and to overcome them. And power was given
to him over every tribe, and people, and tongue and
nation” (Apoc. 13:7).

We have aready been told that a woman, a figure of the
Church, is to flee into the desert, where she is fed and
nourished and protected from the Dragon for three and a
hdf years, the entire time of the reign of Antichris. And
verse 17 of chapter 12 tells us that the dragon, powerless
againg the Woman, goes off to make war on the rest of
her offsring, etc.... And he is successful in this, as
indicated in Apoc.13: 7.

We know with certainty that the Church is to face a
ferocious worldwide persecution in the climax to the great
confrontation between good and evil that is going on the
world today. Our Lady warned us that the world would
be punished by war, famine and persecution if it did not
do penance for its sns and find refuge in the Immaculate
Heart of Mary. And this perhaps explains the mystery of
the agpparent contradictory texts. The answer to the
mystery may be asfollows

The Woman

Clothed with the sun, with the moon under her fedt, is
that specid section of the Church, which is devoted and
consecrated to Mary, the Immaculate Mother of God. It
comprises dl those who have accepted lovingly and
wholeheartedly, the consecration to Mary as taught by
Saint Louis de Montfort and emphasized so strongly by
Our Lady hersdf a Fatima. These, a rdaivey smal
group perhaps, will be trandated miraculoudy to a desert
place, where they will be nourished and protected by
God for the forty-two months of the reign of Antichrigt.

Now it is very dear tha this solution to that difficult text
(Saint Matthew 24:40-41) will seem to involve too many
staggering miracles for some earth-bound minds. But the
Apocdyptic prophecies clearly outline a multitude of
staggering miracles, aswe see. In chapter 13 we find that
the Beast will have the power to do great “sgns’—that
he will have power to make fire come down from Heaven
in the 9ght of men.
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We learn that datues of the Beast will spesk and,
supposedly, address multitudes in far distant countries.
And the Beast will recruit and energize the evil men of the
world in this dreadful war againg dl thet is of God. And
the prophet Danid tells us that he will think himself able to

change times and lavs. “And they shall be
delivered into his hand for a time and
times and a half time.” (Daniel 7:25)

What does this mean? Will he have power to restore to
the aged and decrepit their lost youth, as Mephistopheles
did in the dramatic poem by Goethe? Will he have power
to impart to some, at least, of his followers the knowledge
proper to devils, and magtery of al languages, an exact
understanding of dl the physicd sciences?

Some of the early Chrigtian writers suggested this, telling
us that it will not be possible to hide from the Antichrigt,
that, through his unprecedented preternatura powers, he
will be able to locate us in the remotest caves in the
highest mountains. Only Our Lady can protect us from
this danger. For, as the saints say, where Mary is, the
devil isnat.

All of this is, of course, conjecture. We are free to
believe or not to believe these things.

But if the Antichrist isto be given power to work so many
‘dgns and prodigies, is not Our Lady dso to be given
power to work many wonderful miracles in this time of
great peril for the Church? Of course sheis. And she will
stand by and protect her servants from the crud claws of
the devil, and rescue them if only they will cal out to her
with humble and contrite hearts. Her Divine Son will give
her enormous power to do this, and she will enable her
followers to fight againg the devil, to disSpate his
diabolica counsds, to crush his head, to cause Jesus
Chrig to triumph.

(THE MARYFAITHFUL September-October 2000)
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ONCE UPON A SILENT NIGHT

ecember wears a shawl of white
And every gar is shining bright,
For peace has falen on the earth
To cdebrate the Savior’ s birth.
Each night isfilled with wondrous things
As moonlight spills on angdswings
Caradlsring throughout the earth,
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For every soul hasfdt itsworth.
Every heart has fdt the glow
Of candldlight and mistietoe.
Every heart is young once more,
Pacing wreaths upon each door.
All iscdm dl isill,
As deigh bels echo from each hill,
Where wind-swept pines sway to and fro,
Casting purple shadows on the snow.
There seemsto be no end in sght
Of joyous music in the night,
Of tinseled trees and frosted panes,
And snowmen wearing candy canes.
December mem'ries shdl remain
Despite the snow and wind and rain,
For once upon aslent night,
A savior came... and dl wasright!
CLAY HARRISON

GREETINGS

ay | be no man’'s enemy, and may | be the friend of
that which is eternd and abides.

May | never quarrd with those nearest me; and if | do,
may | be reconciled quickly.

May | never devise evil againg any man, and if any devise
evil agang me may | escgpe uninjured and without the
need of hurting him.

May | love, seek and attain only that which is good.
May | wish for men's hgppiness and envy none.

May | never rgoice in the ill fortune of one who has
wronged me.

When | have done or said what is wrong, may | never
wait for the rebuke of others, but aways rebuke mysdlf
until | make amends.

May | win no victory tha harms ether me or my
opponents.

May | reconcile friends who are wroth with one another.
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May | to the extent of my power, give al needful hdp to
my friends.

May | never fal afriend in danger.

When visting those in grief, may | be able by gentle and
healing words to soften their pain.

May | respect mysdf.

May | aways keep tame that which rages within me,

May | accusom mysdf to be gentle, and never be angry
with people because of circumstances.

May | never discuss who is wicked and what wicked
things he has done; but know good men and follow in
their footsteps.

(GREEK MEDITATION- FOURTH CENTURY B.C)
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TheIMMACULATE CONCEPTION
and theHOLY SOULS

In union with May Immaculate, we are cdled to
merciful intercession for the soulsin purgatory.

Growing up, | had a very limited concept of purgatory. |
thought it was dl about punishment. It was better than
hell, because the punishment wouldn't last forever, but,
while it lagted, it was pretty much the same. Somehow, |
had developed an “eyefor-an-eye’ understanding of
God' s judtice with little or no understanding of His mercy.
If you're bad, God punishes you; if you're redly bad, He
punishes you forever.

My understanding of the Immaculate Conception was
dso vey limited. | thought “Immaculate Conception”
was just a fancy term for a privilege given to Mary a a
sngle moment in time-the moment when she was
conceaived in her mother’s womb.

| had dutifully learned (but not understood) thet, when the
res of us human beings are conceived, we get Origind
Sn. No one | knew could even come close to figuring
out what THAT was. All we knew was that we dl got it
and Mary didn't. That made her specid, but it didn’t
redlly seem to have anything to do with us.

Obvioudy, there s some truth that can be found in dl this.
But there are deeper redlities that are obscured by it.

Since we're deding with myderies here, we will, of
course, never fully understand, but Church teaching on
both purgatory and the Immaculate Conception is quite
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clear and consgtent, and various popes and saints have
offered Sgnificant ingghts.
What has emerged for me is awhole new way of viewing

both of these myderies, and a way of viewing them
together.

REALTY #1: Heaven

“God desires everyone to be saved”
(1 Tm 2:4).

The Church teaches that God wants al of us to share in
Hislife of love forever. He excludesno one! But “Our
God is a consuming fire” (Heb
12:29). Hisloveis o pure and intense that only the
pure can live in it and “see Him as He is, face to face”
Thus, before we can enter heaven we must become pure
and haly, like God (The Catechism of the Catholic
Church, 1023).

REALTY #2: Hdl

“He who does not

Jn 3:14).
If God wants us al to be saved, why does hdl exis?
Because “we cannot be united with God unless we fredy
choose to love Him... God predestines no one to go to
hel.. To die in mortd dn without repenting and
accepting God's merciful love means remaining separated
from Him forever by our own free choice” Hdl isthusa
date of sdf-excduson from communion with God.
(Catechism, 1033, 1037).

REALTY #3: Purgatory

“...to bring you
faultless
1:22).
Purgatory is not a “second chance’ to see if you're
worthy of savation. The souls in purgatory are dready
destined for heaven. They are the holy souls of those
who have died in a date of grace but are not yet
perfected, and ther “find purification” in “entirdy
different” from the “punishment” in hdl (Catechism,
1031, 1054).

As Pope John Paul Il explains, “God, who is Love,
judges through love. 1t is love that demands purification
before man can be made ready for that union with God
which is his ultimate vocation and destiny” (Crossing
the Threshold of Hope).

love remains in

and
(Col

holy, pure,
into His presence”
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REALTY #4

“After you have suffered, Christ will
perfect you” (1 Pt 5:10).

How do holy souls become purified and perfected to the
point that they become haly, like God? Through
uffering!

Chrig Himsdf was perfected through suffering (Heb
2:10), and Our Lady actively participated in His saving
misson, “suffering grievoudy with her only-begotten Son
(Lumen Gentium, 58).

We, too, must take up our cross (Lk 9:23), and drink
the cup of suffering Mt 20:22). We mug dl go
through a “purgatory” of some sort, either in this life or
the next.

REALTY #5

Our growth in holiness is a sharing in May's Immeaculate
relationship with God.

Pope John Paul 11 explains that Mary was “the fird to
receive God's mercy,” and she received it in “a particular
and exceptional way, as no other person has’ Rich in
Mercy, 9). Like us, Mary was redeemed by virtue of
Chrig’s saving sacrifice, but, by a specid gift of mercy,
she was redeemed in advance of that sacrifice, “fashioned
by the Holy Spirit as a new creature’” and “adorned from
the firg ingtant of her conception with the radiance of an
entirdy unique holiness’ (Lumen Gentium, 56).

What does the “entirdy unique holiness’ of this “new
creaturé” mean for usin the process of our own growth in
holiness?

Mary, hersdf, gave us the clue a Lourdes. When
Bernadette asked her who she was, she didn't describe
hersdf as immaculatdy conceived; she named hersdf as
the Immaculate Conception. Thus she implies that she is
not merely holy, but, by the specid indweling of her
Spouse, the Holy Spirit, sheis holinessitsdf.

Mary is the unique dweling place of the holiness we are
dl cdled to share. Pope Pius I X says that she is “the
only one who has become the dwdling place of dl the
graces of the Holy Spirit,” and the Catechism tells us thet,
in her, we recognize the “model and source’ of holiness
(2030). She perfectly reflects God, and this is what we
al must do in order to enter heaven.

One of the examples often used in reference to purgatory
is the firing of slver in a furnace to remove dl impurities.
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The process is not complete until the slveramith can see
hisreflection in the Slver.

Purgatory is the furnace of God's love, in which dl the
impurities, dl the “wood and straw” (1 Cor
3:12) of our lives, are burned away until only the
“dlver” remains--so that we who are created in the image
of God can perfectly reflect that image back to Him, just
as Mary does. Purgatory is thus a continuing act of
God' s mercy, whereby, through Our Lady’s intercession,
we come to share in her immaculateness and are thus
made ready for heaven.

REALTY #6

It is through Mary Immeaculate that the souls in purgatory
are cleansed and released.

Pope John Paul |1 writesthat Mary is “the one who has
the deepest knowledge of the mystery of God's mercy,”
and thus we look to her asthe “Mother of Divine Mercy”
(Rich in Mercy, 9).

The great mercy that God gave to Mary (in creating her
as the Immaculate Conception), He dso wants to give to
us through her intercesson. Mary is the Mediatrix of
mercy. In her, “the Holy Spirit fulfills the plan of the
Father’s loving goodness’ and brings us, the “objects of
God's mecful love into communion with Chrigt
(Catechism, 723).

Theologian Father Peter Damian Fehlner, FFI, points
out that Mary is created immaculate, preserved from dl
dan of sn, 0 that she can serve as Mediatrix of dl
graces. Thus, she becomes, in effect, the instrument of
the Holy Spirit, the instrument of Mercy.

“The ultimate in mercy,” Father Peter goes on to
explain, “is, of course, completing the cleansing of our
souls. If we don't complete it on earth, we have to
complete it in purgatory. The way we are cleansed on
earth is dways through the mediation of Our Lady, and if
thet is true while we are in this vae of tears, it's dl the
more sO when we ae in purgatory, where we can no
longer take any kind of active initiative. Thus, the basc
initiative for freeing souls, for completing their purgation, is
precisely that of Our Lady.”

What does dl this mean for usin practica terms?

It means that awe should continuoudy turn to May
Immeaculate, for ourselves and everyone ese, offering her
al our prayers, works, and sufferings, and entrusting to
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her our own sdvation and that of those who have gone
before us.

Our prayer for the Holy Souls then becomes a meaningful
act of fraternd love which thus dso purifies us. As we
pray for the hastening of their purification, we aso hasten
our own.

(“THE BULLETIN’ Fall, 1995, by Vinny Flynn)
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PILGRIMS of FAITH MARIAN
CENTER (PFMC)

We are not a church, store or travel agency but have
aspects of dl three. We operate as a ministry
whose volunteers are modly lay persons professng a
belief in Jesus Chrigt, Our Lord and Savior, through the
universad faith and teachings of the Roman Catholic
Church. We profess dlegiance to the Magisterium of that
Church led by Pope John Paul 11. In agmilar fashion as
those who approach members of famous families such as
the Carters and the Kennedys as well as the British Roya
Family through the matriarchs or mothers, we bdlieve that
gpproaching Jesus through his Blessed Virgin Jewish
Mother, Mary, may be of benefit in the answering of our
prayers.

We operate on donations for dl our activities. These
activities include retreats and days of recollection at the
PFMC where Holy Mass and Adoration take place for
the public with Bishop DiMazio's pemisson. The
PFMC was edablished based on pilgrimages to
Medjugorje, Bosnia-Hercegoving, and other holy places
or shrine worthy of pilgrimage. Books, pamphlets and
religious articles brought back from pilgrimages were
placed on display for others to view and take based on
donations. We are NOT astore.

For books, pamphlets and religious articles, we operate
like a church pamphlet or bookrack where you make
sdlections and offer a donation based on vaue posted or
received. We have items from our inventory on display at
Epiphany House and have produced order forms in the
past. See the order forms enclosed in previous issues or
loaded on the Internet Web Site,
http:/Mww.geocities.com/pilgrimdfaith, for a partid liging
of items that can be obtained from the PFMC through
donations. If you wish to order, please fill out your order
request, make out a check or complete the information
for use of a credit card and mail to PFMC, 61 Cooper
Road, VVoorhees, NJ 08043-4893. If you do not have an
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order form, cadl us a (856) 768-9228 with a FAX
number or mailing address and we will send you an order
form. If you know what you want and we carry it, you
can order over the telephone using your credit card.

Pease come and see the PFMC. We know you will
enjoy what you see and find away of helping out.

Thank you and God bless you,
(Kathleen and the Volunteer Staff)

DONATIONS by CHARGE CARD
ACCEPTED

e accept DISCOVER/PRIVATE  ISSUE

(NOVUS), MASTER CARD (CIRRUS) and
VISA (PLUS) for dl donations to the PFMC. This
includes for books and religious aticles, pilgrimages,
retreats, conferences, seminars, “The PILGRIM,” or the
building debt retirement fund.

BLESSED OIL

Bottl&s of oil blessed a Holy Mass in Saint James,
Medjugorje and then carried to Vicka s house to be
present in the room during an aleged gpparition are
available from the PFMC. Volunteers transfer the oil to
small bottles for you or members of your prayer group to
use as a sacramentdl.

Read the articles in the November and December 1994
issues as well as the Bible readings for the Holy Week
Chrism Mass about Blessed Oil and Holy Oil of
Gladness. If you no longer have these articles or never
received them, you may request copies from the PFMC.

Oil from Medjugorje is a sacramental and should be
handled as such. It is NOT the same as the oils blessed
by the Bishop for officid church ceremonies or during
adminigration of the sacraments by a priest. People
being sgned with oil as a sacramenta should not be
mided into thinking that use of a sacramentd by the laty
in any way replaces blessng by a priest, whose Holy
Hands are consecrated by the Bishop in the sacrament of
Holy Orders.

We request a $5 donation per smal bottle. This covers
$3 for the bottle, packaging and specia handling plus $2
mailing or postage expense.

The PILGRIM
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BULLETIN NOTICESfor PFMC
AREA EVENTS

ould you be so0 kind as to copy or cut out one or

more of following BULLETIN NOTICES and
take them to your Pastor and / or Parish Bulletin
Coordinator?
AsK your Pastor and / or Parish Bulletin Coordinator to
publish these notices to support the events for which you
have an interest. It does wonders when a parishioner
asks for a bulletin notice as compared to the thousands of
requests that come in from outside the parish. Thanks for
your assistance, we redlly need and gppreciateit.

WEDNESDAY 7 PM to 9 PM
TEACHING by DEAN PULCINI

The PRilgrims of Fath Maian Center (PFMC), A
Religious Association, Inc. hogts teaching on Liturgy by
Dean Pulcini, Wednesday, 7 PM to 9:15 PM in the
Upper Room a Epiphany House, 61 Cooper Road,
Voorhees, NJ.

Call (856) 768-9228 if you need directions.

THURSDAY 2:15 PM to 2:45 PM
“Put on the Armor of God” RADIO
PROGRAM on WTMR, AM-800

Kathleen and Keith Werner host a weekly program with
In His Sgn (HIS) Radio Network
http://mwww.inhissign.com. This half-hour is sponsored by
donations to the PRilgrims of Fath Marian Center
(PFMC), A Rdigious Association, Inc.

Thereis prayer, scripture reading, discussion of Ephesians
6: 11-17, and, following announcements, cdl-in time,
discusson with callers, heding prayer and summary. The
cal-in number is (856) 962-8178.

30 NOVEMBER 2002 - RETREAT with Father
John M cFadden, Assisted by Norma and
Tom Finneran

The Rilgrims of Faith Marian Center (PFMC) will host a
Day of retreat in the Upper Room of Epiphany House, 61
Cooper Road, Voorhees, NJ 08043. Father John
McFadden, Norma and Tom Finneran, will provide
guidance on working with PRAYER AND
INTERCESSION FOR OUR FAMILIES.. They have
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teamed together for the benefit of many souls over the
past severa years.

For an informaion sheat with resarvation form vist
http://Amww.geocities.comvpilgrimsfaith or call (856) 768-
9228.

6 DECEMBER 2002 “CHRISTMAS
OPEN HOUSE” at PFMC —4to 7 PM

The Rilgrims of Faith Marian Center (PFMC) will host a
“Christmas Open Housg” with refreshments in the Upper
Room of Epiphany House, 61 Cooper Road, Voorhees,
NJ 08043, on Friday, 6 December 2002 from 4 to 7
PM.

For directions cdl (856) 768-9228 or
http:/Aww.geocities.com/pilgrimsfaith

vigt

14 DECEMBER 2002 “MIRACLE of
CHRISTMAS’ TRIPto LANCASTER,
PA

The PRilgims of Fath Maian Center (PFMC) in
conjunction with Saint John Neumann Paish in
Sicklerville is sponsoring a bus trip to “Miracle of
Chrigmas’ with a stop for dinner and shopping in
Lancaster, PA on Saturday, 14 December 2002. Busses
will depart from Marshdl’s parking lot a NJ 73 and
Cooper Road. The cost is $99 per person.

For an information sheet with reservation form call (856)
768-9228 or (856) 728-1060.

9 and 30 JANUARY —LEARN HOW TO
PRAY THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS

The Rilgrims of Faith Marian Center (PFMC) will host
two training sessons of the Liturgy of the Hours. These
sessons will be hed in the Upper Room of Epiphany
House, 61 Cooper Road, Voorhees, NJ on Thursdays, 9
and 30 January 2003.

These sessons will concentrate on the single volume
Liturgy of the Hours book with its annua guide. Books
are available through the PFMC and must be in hand for
the sessions.

The Shorter Verson of the Liturgy of the Hours and the
four-volume set of books for the Liturgy of the Hours will
be briefly discussed.

Volume 13, Number 11 - November 2002

Page 23

For more information cdl (856) 768-9228 or vidt
http://Mwww.geocities.com/pilgrimsfaith

25-27 JANUARY 2003, FATHER BILL
McCARTHY —TRIDUUM SEMINAR

The Rilgrims of Faith Marian Center (PFMC) will host a
Triduum seminar sudy of “THE TABERNACLE (OLD
TESTAMENT TO NEW TESTAMENT), THE
LAMB’S SUPPER, THE 7 COVENANTS OF THE
OLD TESTAMENT AND ONE OF THE NEW
TESTAMENT, THE EUCHARIST, AND THE
SACRAMENTAL SYSTEM” taught by Father Bill
McCarthy, M.SsA., co-founder of My Father's House
in Moodus, CT.

These sessons will be hed from 9 AM to 5 PM in the
Upper Room of Epiphany House, 61 Cooper Road,
Voorhees, NJ on Saturday, 25 January 2003 through
Monday, 27 January 2003.

For more information cal (856) 768-9228 or vist
http:/Mmww.geocitiescom/pilgrimdfaith

12 FEBRUARY 2003 RETREAT for
WOMEN with FATHER ROBERT
DeGRANDIS, SSJ

The Rilgrims of Faith Marian Center (PFMC) will host a
specid retreat for women with Father Robert DeGrandis.
This retreet will be held in the Upper Room of Epiphany
House, 61 Cooper Road, VVoorhees, NJ on Saturday, 12
February 2003.

It will concentrate on forgiveness, prayer, and hedling for
those women who have been abused, physcdly,
emotionaly, and/or sexudly.

For an information sheet with reservation form vist
http:/Mmww.geocitiescom/pilgrimsfaith or cal (856) 768-
9228.

2003 RETREAT CONFERENCE

The Pilgrims of Faith Marian Center (PFMC) 2003
RETREAT CONFERENCE (2003 RC) will be at the
Hilton Hotd, Cherry Hill, NJ. The dates are Friday
through Sunday, March 14", 15", and 16™, 2003.

The 2003 RC theme is “He must increase; |
must decrease.” (John 3:30) [NAB].
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Father Bill Halbing, Father Andrew Apostoli, CFR, and
Father Robert DeGrandis, S.SJ. will be festured
speskers. They will speask on “Hedling in our Faith.”

Father Michadl Semana, founder of the “World of Hope
Foundation,” will return for a concert Saturday evening as
well as his very generous work with the youth and young
adultsin the Youth Track (YT).

Joseph Terdlya will spesk on Saturday night before the
concert via his interpreter.

The Metuchen Diocese Charismatic Musc Group
“REFUGE” will be back to provide the weekend music.
Al Barbarino has agreed to EMCEE for the Weekend
and to provide background music for the 3DX. Other
musicians induding Maty Rotdla, “HEARTS AFIRE,”
“CEDARS in CHRIST,” “SELAH,” and “VOYAGE,”
have been invited.

Father Robert DeGrandis and his sster Dorothea
DeGrandis Sudol will share the seminars and workshops
of the 3-Day Extenson (3DX) on “Heding of Memories
- Inner Hedling.”

The 3DX will be on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday,
March 17", 18", and 19", 2003.

Rooms may be booked at the $92 rate with 1-4 persons
in a room for both the 2003 RC and 3DX as well as up
to 7 days before or after the events. Rooms have either
one King bed or two Double beds. Roll-avay beds are
avalable This rae and avalability of additiond rooms
expires on 2/19/2003. For Hotel reservations please
call NOW: 1-800-HILTONS or locdly (856) 665
6666. Please make your reservations with the
PFMC and HILTON as soon as possible. Consider
thisasa Christmas gift.

For an information sheet with reservation forms vist
http:/Aww.geocities.comvpilgrimsfaith or call (856) 768-
9228.

16-18 MAY 2003, RETREAT WEEKEND
for MARRIED COUPLES

The Pilgrims of Faith Marian Center (PFMC) will host a
married couples retreat chaired by Father Bill McCarthy,
M.Ss.A., co-founder of My Father’s House in Moodus,
CT. It is planned for the evening of Friday, 16 May
2003, and 9 AM to 5 PM on Saturday, 17 May 2003
and Sunday, 18 May 2003. Donation requested is $30

per couple.

The PILGRIM

If there is sufficient early regidration interest, this married
couples retreat weekend may be moved to a loca hotel
with overnight accommodations available. Cost of rooms
will be kept reasonable. Sign up early to asss us in
meaking this latter decison.

For more information cdl (856) 768-9228 or vist
http://Mww.geocitiescom/pilgrimsfaith

(Kathleen aswell as all the PEFMC Volunteer Staff)

WOULD YOU LIKE to SPONSOR a
PFMC RADIO PROGRAM?

Every Thursday on WTMR 800 AM from 2:15 PM to
2:30 PM, Keth and Kathleen present a radio
program cdled “ Put on the Armor of God.” It congsts
of looking a Ephesans 6:10-17, and using the Bible,
Catechism, and Church teachings to evangdize and help
you with your prayer life. We need sponsors for this
program.

If you are interested in donating to help us we will mention
your name on the radio as our sponsor for that week.
You may donate in memory of aloved one, and we will
mention their name,

Prayer groups can come together and donate for their
prayer intentions and we will mention the prayer group
and as many of thelr intentions as time permits.

We thank you for listening, and for your support.
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