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        A Place to 


  Grow Home School
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                                                                                                                               Happy Birthday

                                                                                                               Dr. Seuss!

                                                                                                           March 2, 1904

                                                                                                                    To 1991
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                                 Spiritually

                                      Speaking
 
We, the First Presidency and the Council of the Twelve Apostles of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, solemnly proclaim that marriage between a man and a woman is ordained of God and that the family is central to the Creator's plan for the eternal destiny of His children.

All human beings—male and female—are created in the image of God. Each is a beloved spirit son or daughter of heavenly parents, and, as such, each has a divine nature and destiny. Gender is an essential characteristic of individual premortal, mortal, and eternal identity and purpose.

In the premortal realm, spirit sons and daughters knew and worshiped God as their Eternal Father and accepted His plan by which His children could obtain a physical body and gain earthly experience to progress toward perfection and ultimately realize his or her divine destiny as an heir of eternal life. The divine plan of happiness enables family relationships to be perpetuated beyond the grave. Sacred ordinances and covenants available in holy temples make it possible for individuals to return to the presence of God and for families to be united eternally.

The first commandment that God gave to Adam and Eve pertained to their potential for parenthood as husband and wife. We declare that God's commandment for His children to multiply and replenish the earth remains in force. We further declare that God has commanded that the sacred powers of procreation are to be employed only between man and woman, lawfully wedded as husband and wife.

We declare the means by which mortal life is created to be divinely appointed. We affirm the sanctity of life and of its importance in God's eternal plan.
Husband and wife have a solemn responsibility to love and care for each other and for their children. "Children are an heritage of the Lord" (Psalms 127:3). Parents have a sacred duty to rear their children in love and righteousness, to provide for their physical and spiritual needs, to teach them to love and serve one another, to observe the commandments of God and to be law-abiding citizens wherever they live. Husbands and wives—mothers and fathers—will be held accountable before God for the discharge of these obligations.

The family is ordained of God. Marriage between man and woman is essential to His eternal plan. Children are entitled to birth within the bonds of matrimony, and to be reared by a father and a mother who honor marital vows with complete fidelity. Happiness in family life is most likely to be achieved when founded upon the teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ. Successful marriages and families are established and maintained on principles of faith, prayer, repentance, forgiveness, respect, love, compassion, work, and wholesome recreational activities. By divine design, fathers are to preside over their families in love and righteousness and are responsible to provide the necessities of life and protection for their families. Mothers are primarily responsible for the nurture of their children. In these sacred responsibilities, fathers and mothers are obligated to help one another as equal partners. Disability, death, or other circumstances may necessitate individual adaptation. Extended families should lend support when needed.

We warn that individuals who violate covenants of chastity, who abuse spouse or offspring, or who fail to fulfill family responsibilities will one day stand accountable before God. Further, we warn that the disintegration of the family will bring upon individuals, communities, and nations the calamities foretold by ancient and modern prophets.

We call upon responsible citizens and officers of government everywhere to promote those measures designed to maintain and strengthen the family as the fundamental unit of society.

This proclamation was read by President Gordon B. Hinckley as part of his message at the General Relief Society Meeting held September 23, 1995, in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

[image: image17.jpg]


[image: image18.jpg]


                                                   

        Article

     Of the Month

 If you want your children to have a good classical education, isn't your best option a good classical Christian school? Why would any parent choose homeschooling over a private classical school? 

This question is especially timely. Classical education is becoming more popular, and dozens of classical Christian schools have popped up all over the country, drawing many students out of homeschooling. 

There are three reasons why we believe that parents need not abandon homeschooling in order to pursue a classical education. 

Academics 

Some homeschool parents have the attitude, "We can't do the classical approach. We have to leave that to the experts." They unknowingly throw out one of the many strong arguments for homeschooling: private tutoring is much more effective than classroom teaching. Is there something about classical education, which nullifies this argument? Is classical homeschooling not practical? 

In the past, private tutoring in classical education was common. Today, some parents question whether they can act as competent tutors when they have little or no experience in teaching such subjects as Greek, Latin, Logic, or classical literature. But there are many friendly, digestible, self-teaching materials available in these subjects. Any parent with little or no familiarity with classical education can indeed act as a competent tutor with an ordinary amount of effort - a hurdle he has already jumped when he entered the ranks of homeschooling. No special degrees are required, except a Ph.D. (Doctor of Parenthood). 

Homeschooling Helps Parents, too! 

If we parents value a classical education for our children, why should we not value it for ourselves as well? Just because we did not learn these things in our youth does not mean that we should not learn them now, or that we cannot learn them as we teach our own children. We never learn anything so well as when we ourselves have to teach it. What a blessing it is to have children to teach these things. Let's face it; we twentieth-century graduates of public education were cheated out of a lot. We need to teach these things to our children - for our own sake! 

The Correct Socialization 

We started homeschooling in 1980. In 1985, we were involved in an attempt to found a private school based on the philosophy of Charlotte Mason. Despite working very hard at setting up this school, organizing schedules, and deciding on curriculum, one problem persisted: no students. Efforts at arousing interest in such a school failed. Undoubtedly, the only attendees would have been our own children. So instead, we moved away and continued to pursue homeschooling. At the time we were disappointed. We did not then understand, as we do now, the real value of homeschooling. 

Most children who attend a classroom school - private or government, Christian or secular, classical or traditional - are pulled toward their peers. They bond with their peers, and they are drawn away from their parents. The authority of the parents is undermined - subtly and perhaps quite unintentionally, but nevertheless unavoidably. 

In The Socialization Trap, Rick Boyer says, "Peer socialization breaks down family relationships . . . [it] separates kids from both their siblings and their parents through time commitments, interests and emotional bonding." Oh, sure, the child still loves Mommy and Daddy. But the heart, the affection, the attention, the very life of the child becomes bound up with his peers. Parents lose the hearts of their children. 

If you had asked us in 1985 why we homeschooled our children, we would have responded that we wanted our kids to get a good education. We wanted them to learn Latin and Greek. Today, we would tell you we homeschool because we don't want our kids to be socially bonded to their peer group. We want to keep the hearts of our children where they ought to be, with their parents, until it is time for them to marry and to leave home. We parents need the sanctification, which comes from teaching our children, and our children need the same from us. So even if we couldn't teach them Latin and Greek, we would still homeschool them. 

But the fact is that we can teach them Latin and Greek. Our experience is that classical homeschooling is practical for our children, profitable for us parents, and preferable for our family. 

Copyright ©1993-2004 Home Life, Inc.


[image: image19.jpg]



[image: image20.jpg]




This month we will be starting a unit study for science on Solar Systems for grade six. We are hoping to be able to have a field trip to the Science Center in Toronto, build a model of our solar system and do studies on each of the planets. Todd and I have discussed the possibility of purchasing a telescope in the past and perhaps now we will go ahead and do that for the homeschool. In addition to the field trips, experiments and activities, we will be getting videos, CD’s for the computer and the like from the library to supplement this study.


Fantastic Photos!
















March 2004 Newsletter


It’s been a long time since we have been able to send out a newsletter to everyone. We hope that this finds you all well and enjoying the warmer weather we have been having recently. Family life here has kept us busy but we are hoping to be able to send out a bi-monthly newsletter from now on so watch for them in the mail!





On the Agenda





Mondays:


*Todd takes the girls to the church gym for “Phys. Ed” class





Tuesdays:


*Mommy and Abigail go to moms and tots group at the church in the morning


~


* Ashley attends Young Women’s at the church in the evening





Thursdays:


*All three girls attend dance classes at the local dance studio





Taelor (left), Ashley (middle), Abigail (right)





                        Quote of the Month…


“If the schools were perfect, I would still home 


school my children – because it isn’t about 


school. It’s about families taking their children 


back and Educating them as they see best.  It’s 


about giving birth to a child and loving that child enough to 


want to nurture him and be a part of his life until he no longer 


needs you. It is the natural thing to do. School is only a 


substitute for the real thing.”  ~ Kathleen McCurdy





                                      We would love to hear from you! Please contact us at:


                                


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:aptghomeschool@hotmail.com" ��aptghomeschool@hotmail.com�


                                





Updates…


Ashley 





Ashley has been working a lot on her creative writing and has starting working on fractions in math. She has been doing some self-taught art and her drawings are getting better and better as she practices. Ashley is currently writing a speech on the Titanic, which we are planning to have her give in front of a group of friends and family for some “public speaking” experience.





Taelor 





Even though Taelor is supposed to be in Kindergarten we have bumped her up to grade one work in math, reading and writing. She knows how to read, spell, write her numbers to 100 and tell time.





Abigail





Abigail has grasped the concept of counting to 100 with minimal assistance as she gets past 50. She understands that the numbers 1-9 repeat themselves after 20 and only needs to learn her 10’s in order to be able to count to 100 alone. She knows the days of the week, the months of the year and all of her opposites. Although she is supposed to be in preschool, she has completed the preschool curriculum and is part way through the kindergarten.











Tidbits…





Religion: Ashley will be working with last years Young Women’s manual to study Godly Womanhood, Studying the scriptures, maintaining a home and many other themes this year. Abigail and Taelor will be studying general LDS religion.


~


Unit Studies: We are hoping to work on the following Units this month with the younger girls…


Frogs


Plants


Nursery Rhymes


Dinosaurs


*One theme per week*

















Why Give a Classical Education at Home?





By Harvey & Laurie Bluedorn�Printed in PHS #26, 1998.





The Family: A Proclamation to the World


The First Presidency and Council of the Twelve Apostles of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints





                                                       One of the recent crazes on the Internet is                                            


                                        called “Blogging” or, in English, keeping an 


                                        an online journal. These are wonderful because 


                                        you can add photos, graphics and links to other


                                        sites making the journal itself more interesting.


                                        There is a large range of homeschoolers who


                                     Journal about their homeschools and their lives on


these online journals, creating a wonderful forum for other homeschool families to see what others are doing in their own homeschools.  In addition to our web page we also have a “blog”. Please come and visit us at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.upsaid.com/aptghomeschool" ��www.upsaid.com/aptghomeschool� to read more about our daily family and homeschooling lives.








Introducing Taelor Louise Margaret Gnish!





I realize that for some of you, seeing another child join the ranks of our small clan may be a shock. For others, they know the tremendous amount of heartache that has been involved in having Taelor finally come to be a part of our family. Todd was married prior to meeting me and he and his wife had Taelor together. When she was three months old however, her mother fled to the U.S.A with her and didn’t disclose her whereabouts to anyone. After Todd and I were married in 1999, we obtained custody of Taelor here in Canada, but were unable to exercise our rights to be a part of her life, as we didn’t know where she was until December 2003. Through a lot of hard work, frustrations, dead ends and heartbreak, we finally found out where she was living. Todd was able to speak with her on the phone for the first time the day after her 6th birthday, and two days after locating her, we immediately left for Florida to submit our case to the courts in that state. After a hearing with the judge, Taelor was given to us for the weekend and three days after that, we were awarded full and final custody of her and allowed to return home just in time for Christmas Eve. 


Todd is thrilled to be re-united with his daughter, Ashley and Abigail are thrilled to have another sister and I am so glad that I have yet ANOTHER daughter. What more could a mom ask for?





Little Girl, BIG Attitude!





Its time to give up when you look like this because your 3 year old is sitting on your lap sticking tape all over your face and when bored with that, she begins sticking various objects down the front of her underwear.





Abigail in the dryer… when you homeschool, you get to call this “Home Economics”





Always a little LADY





Daddy’s Little Girl





You want me to do WHAT?!?





I know I’m cute… I can’t help it!





Beware small human or I will turn you into a TOAD!





Ok everyone… say AH!





I hope that you enjoyed this brief look into my family… I am so grateful for my children and for the light and love that they bring into my life. I thank Heavenly Father everyday for blessing Todd and I with babies as wonderful as they are!








