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Canterbury Cathedral dominates the beautiful city of Canterbury in the county of

Kent, otherwise known as the “Garden of England”.

The Romans established a settlement here, called Durovernum, in AD43 and were

followed by the Anglo Saxons. The Danes were frequent invaders. In 597

St Augustine arrived on his mission to spread Christianity to the English and he

built a cathedral. Since that time Canterbury cathedral has remained the centre of 

Christianity in England.

Nothing now remains of the original cathedral structure and the oldest part of the 

existing cathedral is the crypt which dates from 1100. In the Trinity Chapel is the 

site of the Shrine of St Thomas a Becket, archbishop from 1162 to 1170, who was

murdered by order of Henry II.

The city originally had eight gates but today only one remains as it was; this is the 

West Gate and it guarded the entrance to the city from the direction of London. In

the 18th century the owner of a travelling circus wanted the gate removed to allow

his procession of caravans to enter the city. Fortunately the Mayor of the city used

his authority to save the gate. It subsequently became a gaol and is now a

museum of the history of Canterbury. The old prison cells retain the original doors

and fittings and there is a collection of old fetters and manacles. The condemned

cell still contains the timbers of the old gallows.

The castle of Canterbury contains one of the earliest stone keeps in England. It

was built late in the reign of William the Conqueror and is also mentioned in the 

Domesday Book. The keep is the fifth largest of its kind in England but only the

shell now remains. It was of little military significance as it surrendered to the

French in 1216 without a fight.

Geoffrey Chaucer gave fame to Canterbury in his “Canterbury Tales” written in 

mediaeval times which told the story of a group of pilgrims travelling to Canterbury.

Modern day pllgrims still come but the majority of these visitors are tourists who 

come in their millions. Because of its proximity to the channel ports, Canterbury

has now become almost a local shopping centre for continental visitors and with 

the proposed channel tunnel this is certain to continue. Canterbury is also ideally

situated for London which is only now hour away by motorway. During the summer

months French students crowd the city and others come from as far away as

America and Japan to soak up the historic atmosphere of this beautiful city.

