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Almost as soon as the engagement has been announced is the time for the
couple – together with both sets of parents – to get together and decide how many guests are to be invited to the wedding. That, after all, will

determine which types of reception venue are considered – there’s only one

thing worse than jostling for space in an over-crowded, over-heated marquee

and that’s playing spot the guest with three dozen other people in a hall

designed for a thousand!

With numbers decided, next discuss the style of reception: is it to be 

formal, with a sit-down meal at an hotel, or an informal dinner for close 

friends in a local restaurant? Is there a pub close to the church with a 

functions room that caters for large numbers, or even a village hall that

could be transformed for the day, with caterers brought in? An increasingly

popular venue is a marquee set on the lawns of either bride or groom’s

family home, again with “imported” catering. For those who crave the

unusual, some stately homes (notably not those owned by the National Trust)

sometimes hire their magnificent salons, or you might even book one of those

riverboats that cater for parties.

Whatever form the reception takes, it is customary for the bride and groom

and their respective parents to welcome each and every guest – and in turn

to be congratulated.

Once the meal is finished, the toast-master asks for silence and announces

that the cake will be cut by the bride and groom. This done, the cake is

whisked away to the kitchens, there to be cut into portions while the

speeches are being made.

The order of speeches follows a set pattern – keep to a maximum of three or

four speeches, and ask everyone to make them fairly succinct, or else guests

will start to get fidgety.

The order is: firstly the bride’s father says a few complimentary things

about the bride, adding how excellent the ceremony/reception has been; he

then proposes a toast to the bride and groom.

Next, the bridegroom replies on behalf of “my wife and I”. He thanks the

first speaker for his comments, the guests for attending and for their

presents, his parents-in-law for the part they’ve played. He then proposes

a toast to the bridesmaids and pageboys and to the best man.

The best man responds on behalf of the attendants, and , if he is a 

raconteur, might include a few jokes at their point. He will then invite

guests to join him in drinking a toast to the bride’s parents. After that, 

the couple mingle with guests again, until it is time for them to leave to 

change for their honeymoon.
