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The oldest technology known to man is transport; it pre-dates house building an 

working the land. Probably the first transport was a tree trunk floated on water,

later rafts built of reeds, legs, grasses and other materials were built. After the raft

man progressed to making boats, using a framework covered with skin; from this

evolved kayaks, coracles and canoes.

About 5 000 years ago the first canals were constructed, they were used to carry 

supplies over considerable distances. In more recent times canals were used

throughout Britain and Europe as a cheap form of transport. There was no land

vehicle capable of carrying such heavy loads as the barge. However, the coming

of the railways was soon to change the face of transport.
The first railways were used for commercial transport but in 1825 a public railway

was opened between Stockton and Darlington. The enterprise was a huge success

and was extended to include more towns. Gradually the railways took over the

work of the barges amidst bitter opposition from the canal barges. Today most of

the canals have silted up and only a few canals are now open for the enjoyment of

tourists and holidaymakers.

Roads had a distinct advantage over the railways – they cost less to build and a 

road could serve almost every house and factory. Before the turn of the century

roads were scarred by ruts, bumps and pot-holes. It was not unusual for coaches

and carts to be taken to pieces and carried by teams of men over the worst

sections of the road. When the internal combustion engine was invented in 1855

road transport multiplied. The horse and carriage was

