Speed test 2

Phoebe Tang 1a (27)


Sudden changes in direction and height, quite often at angles of 90
degrees, are things the reader can find in almost all the reports of light

phenomena collected by us. Frequently it is the description of these movements,

defying the laws of inertia, which make us include the evidence in our list of

Rumanian sightings. Take for instance a report sent in by a particularly well-

qualified observer – 45-year-old Bota Octavian, a professor of civil engineering

at Cluj Polytechnic Institute. His scientific training and accurate account of

the matter dispel all doubt about the movements; and just as little can we doubt

the analysis he made of what he saw. This sighting took place on

4th August 1967 at Singeorz-Bei:


I was on holiday at Singeorz-Bei and at 22.30 was peering out at the

completely clear sky when I observed an unusual spectacle. An object, gleaming

with a bluish-yellow light, was approaching from the east or north-east. It

looked like a falling star and I was convinced that it was a meteorite about to 

land on earth but to my surprise it slowed down and then suddenly changed direc-

tion, climbing steeply and altering colour from a bluish to a whitish yellow.

It was then that I thought it might be an artificial satellite at a low

altitude. But the object changed direction right at the last moment again and

went off at totally unexpected angle of about 90 degrees without any perceptible

increase or decrease of speed. It crossed about half my field of vision at a 

speed I estimated at 4 – 5 times that of ordinary satellites, then changed

direction again at an angle of 90 degrees. During this last part of its route

the colour varied from yellowish-white to yellow and rose-yellow. In cross-

section it grew smaller as it became more distant. In the course of its first

and second traiectories, and at the start of its third, the object had an

(apparent) diameter of 5 – 6 times that of a normal satellite. It was perfectly

dummy-shape, the circumference boldly outlined and fully coloured – there was

no trace of smoke and the complete flight lasted about one minute.

Analysing the situation afterwards I was unable to conclude that it was

like any other known phenomenon such as an ordinary satellite, jet aircraft or 

ball-lightening etc.

