Salem Witch Trials


This week we’re learning about the Salem Witch Trials.  

Today we’ll take a closer look at where these events took place.

We know that the village of Salem was located in the Masachusetts Bay Colony.  Until 1691, the year before the trials, this colony had been called Plymouth, which, as we learned previously, was one of the thirteen original colonies.  Here is a map of the original thirteen colonies.  Do you see the little curve at the edge of Masachusetts?  Now, look for that curve on this map, which is a close-up view.  You’ll see Salem just north of that curve.

Here are some photos of buildings in Salem from the time of the witch trials.  They’ll give you a good idea of what the world looked like to the people involved in the trials.  The first one is called The House of the Seven Gables and it’s the oldest mansion in New England.  It was built in 1668, so it was 24 years old when the trials occurred.  Of course, not many people were rich enough to live in mansions.  Most people lived in places more like this home in Salem Village.  

Do you remember Rebecca Nurse, the 71-year old woman who was put on trial as a witch?  Well, her house is still standing today!  It’s called the Rebecca Nurse Homestead and you can visit it if you ever go to Masachusetts.  This is what it looks like inside the Rebecca Nurse Homestead.  Does it look plain or fancy to you?  All of the furniture is very simple, isn’t it?  Another view from within the Rebecca Nurse Homestead gives us a good picture of how simple the Puritans thought that life should be.

Bridget Bishop is another woman who was tried as a witch, and then executed.  The Bishop House is still standing today, too, over 300 years after the witch trials.  A family even lives there! Isn’t that amazing?  Guess why Bridget was accused of being a witch?  Because she had a noisy party at her house at night!  Remember, Puritans believed in living a simple, holy life.  I guess that didn’t include parties!  

One of the powerful men in Salem who accused others of being witches was Nathaniel Ingersoll.  The first three women who were accused of witchcraft, Tituba, Sarah Good and Sarah Osborne, were brought to the Ingersoll House to see the Salem Town Magistrates.  (A magistrate is kind of like a cross between a modern-day judge and police officer.)  You can still see Sarah Osborne's House, too.  Sarah Osborne was very old and died in jail, so after she was taken to the Ingersoll house, she probably never saw her home again.  

Here’s a photo of Gallow's Hill, which is where some of the people who were convicted of witchcraft were hung.  Of course, as we’ve learned, it didn’t take long before the people of Salem Village came to their senses and realized that they were putting innocent people on trial.  After a while, people began to feel so bad about it that they made a special place to remember the people who died unnecessarily during the hysteria in 1692.  It’s called the Salem Witch Memorial.  If you ever happen to take a vacation to Masachusetts, you can see all these places for yourself!  Salem Village is now called Danvers, and lots of tourists go there every year so that they can see for themselves where the Salem Witch Trials took place.  

