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Editorial


A few words 


by the Editor





Dear readers, 





In this newsletter you will find an article by Reena Cheruvalath relating to Philosophy and Physics and an article of Dr. Khawaja Muhammad saeed about the Islamic technology and different approaches between East and West. 


The very comprehensive analysis of Bob Groves is continued here in third and last part. You can also read about the history of Michael Dertouzos, and things concerning Atkinson’s and Mercury’s studies. 


Finally, you will find at the end of the journal a research proposal concerning the questions: What about teaching in nature by the trees and ricers and which is the impact of the diet habits to learners?


I hope you find this current issue enjoyable … once again. 





Be informed on ….








Interesting Sites………..…..page 2





Study Proposal..……....….. page 2





VIPs reminder ………...……page 3
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California, USA (Un.ofCal.)..page 3
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Higher Education 
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Lost Points of the History of the European Education….… page 14





Educational 


Research………………..… page 15





Short Editorial Note


The editor welcomes contributions from Forum members. These can include letters to the editor, notes of books published on themes of cross-academic interest or other matters. These should be sent (in English) to the editor by e-mail. We would be grateful if material for publication could be sent as soon as possible (details on page 12).











Read… by…








LEARNING IS A WAY OF BEING IN THE SOCIAL WORLD, NOT A WAY OF COMING TO KNOW ABOUT IT- part III 


(by Bob Groves) 


…………………….…..…..….page 8


The Concept of Force: Philosophy and Physics 


(by Reena Cheruvalath) 


…………………….…..….….page 10


ISLAMIC TECHNOLOGY: AN APPRAISAL ON THE RECIPROCAL EXCHANGE BETWEEN THE EAST AND THE WEST 


(by Dr. Khawaja Muhammad saeed) 


…………………….…..….….page 11


A Byzantine lecturer in Oxford: John Serbopoulos


(by F.Vassileiou & B. Saribalidou) 


……………………………….page 14


The First woman Philosopher: Christin de Pisan


(by F.Vassileiou & B. Saribalidou) 


……………………………….page 14





Editorial Board 


Fotis Vassileiou


Barbara Saribalidou


Vassiliki Egglezou


Maro Michalakakos
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is published by


Ancient Philosophy Forum for Lifelong Learning and Education and PHIL-LLE e-society. 
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International Discussions on Philosophy�for Lifelong Learning and Adult Education�in Higher Education (Colleges and Universities).





Very Important….





Please, check the site of Ancient Philosophy Forum for LLE for our distance learning seminars free of charge only for members. The programmes are distributed by the Open Academy for the Philosophy and History of European Higher Education. After the end of your attendance to the programme you will receive a Certificate. 


You have to send an email to ask to participate to the programme and after you will receive the reading text and questions. You have to send the answers to the tutor (and have a contact with him in order to help you) in order to successfully complete the programme. 


Their attendance will be so easy because they are based just in the simply “by distance learning” philosophy. Titles: 





1) General History of Higher Education on Byzantine academics in Western Europe 





3) General History of Higher Education on Byzantine and non-Byzantine academics in Western Europe





3) General History of Higher Education on early Rennaisance Greek scribes and printing press in Western Europe 





4) General History of Higher Education on Byzantium and Western Europe





You can send us your interest as soon as possible by email on your preferred title of seminar.
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How the word 


Academologist born …








On 13th of August the Editor (Fotis Vassileiou) took the decision to create the word Academologist where the meaning was: the academics who are discussing on academia practical and theoretical matters beyond ethnical, religious, or any kind of superstition and prejudice. This title is only for open-minded philosophy and science-oriented thinkers of academe. This word created to be used as the title of this journal discussants.








The final intention is this word to include people who have expressed their academosophy, meaning their opinions, expressions and concepts of all kinds of levels of the modern academic world. 





Fotis Vassileiou – The Editor





Educational Research…


Something Different….





What about Education by walking in nature and which is the feeding impact to learners?





Two questions for your answers in this issue. 


One is about Education by walking in nature.


The other one is about the feeding impact to learners/ students. 


You may know about Peripatetic philosophers. Theophrastus was a philosopher of Greek antiquity whose writings on the classification of plants started the science of botany. He probably studied under Plato; he was certainly a student and close associate of Aristotle, succeeding him as head of the Peripatetic School at the Lyceum in Athens. He is often cited as a "vegetarian" philosopher. Also Rousseau in “Emile” told us about the nature to be used as teaching classes. 





Forum Director Proposes:


So, which is your opinion on these two issues: a) Education by walking in nature and 


b) feeding impact to learners. Please, think about your opinions and your suggestions (based on his writings) and send them to the Editor.











SEND YOUR ARTICLES…








Dear Members-Subscribers,





Please explore your LLE thoughts concerning links to ancient, medieval, renaissance or even 17th-18th century philosophical aspects (through the eye of researcher, educator, student, manager and/or historian). You may forward this announcement to colleagues who are interested in, but remind them to ask for membership before. 


�Your article contributions must be around 300 words; “anti-thoughts” submissions must be around 80 words. Short personal descriptive details will be accepted (not more than 30 words). Articles exceeding these lengths will be subject to partial publication under the editor’s judgement. Bibliography (books, periodicals, magazines and/or internet references) is necessary for articles (at least 2 of them per article).


�The submitted articles and “anti-thoughts” should consist of a reflection with your special thoughts or studies in a subject concerning Adult, Lifelong or Further Education within Higher Education. Their indicative area could be in History of Education, Educational Philosophy, Educational Management, Educational Research, Curriculum Design or Educational Psychology.


�Subjects must include reflective analysis (or comparative analysis with present day situation) regarding Ancient (Greek, Roman or other), Medieval or Renaissance (basically European). (Articles concerning 17th-18th century historical research will be subject of consideration to be�published in some issues). 


�"AcademoSophy" is published by the Ancient Philosophy Forum for Lifelong Learning and Education.


�To subscribe or cancel your subscription in “AcademoSophy” or “Ancient Philosophy Forum for Lifelong Learning and Education” please�email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:vanasar@yahoo.com" ��vanasar@yahoo.com� or to � HYPERLINK "mailto:vanasar@england.edu" ��vanasar@england.edu�. 


�The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of the editors.�Please, send your contributions, suggestions or comments to � HYPERLINK "mailto:vasfotis@yahoo.co.uk" ��vasfotis@yahoo.co.uk�.
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Be informed on…


Internet Sites …








The European Library





This is the official website of the European Union Library. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/index.html" ��http://www.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/index.html�








GENESIS








Genesis supports research into women's history. It consists of:


a) A database with descriptions of women's history collections from museums, libraries and archives in the United Kingdom and


b) A Guide to sources that provides access to a wide range of international web resources on women's history.





Genesis was developed with funding from the Research Support Libraries Programme (RSLP) and is currently maintained by the staff of The Women's Library at London Metropolitan University. 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.londonmet.ac.uk/genesis/" ��http://www.londonmet.ac.uk/genesis/�





The Women’s Library





The Women's Library is a cultural centre housing the most extensive collection of women's history in the UK. Access is free and open to everyone.


 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.tandf.co.uk/sara" ��http://www.londonmet.ac.uk/thewomenslibrary/� 











STUDY PROPOSAL:





The Thesis and the Book: 


A Guide for First-Time Academic Authors





Editors: 


Eleanor Harman, Ian Montagnes, 


Siobhan McMenemy





The Thesis and the Book has come to the aid of graduate students in their quest for publication. The doctoral dissertation, usually the first book-length study completed by a scholar, is, however, only rarely publishable as a book. Understanding the differences between the two forms is a crucial part of one's education as a scholar. 








It is published by


University of Toronto Press


ISBN: 978-0802085887


Total Pages: 176











Be informed on…


Book Reviews …














The ARTS Scheme 





The web site provides basic guidance for students from all disciplines and at any stage of their studies and simple tutorials ready to be used from tutors in their class. However you can book an onsite tutorial at your university that gives a far greater depth of information, including a detailed introduction to The National Archives (the Public Record Office) and instruction on how to start research at county record offices and other national institutions. 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/oso/public/index.html" ��http://arts-scheme.co.uk/�











Music proposals… 





Gran Turismo�by Cardigans














The Fall of Constantinople�by Medieval composers:


Manuel Chrysaphes, 


Guillaume Dufay, 


Manuel Gazes, 


John Plousiadenos
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The VIPs reminder…


Who was Michael Dertouzos?





Michael L Dertouzos (Greek: Μιχαήλ Δερτούζος) (November 5, 1936 - August 27, 2001) was a Professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Director of the M.I.T. Laboratory for Computer Science (LCS) from 1974 to 2001. Born in Athens, Greece, Dertouzos came to the U.S. as a Fulbright Scholar. Following a Ph.D. from MIT in 1964, he joined the MIT faculty, where he is now Professor of Computer Science and Electrical Engineering. Dertouzos was a graduate of Athens College and attended the University of Arkansas on a Fulbright Scholarship. He received his Ph.D. from M.I.T. in 1964 and joined the M.I.T. faculty.








The late Michael Dertouzos was Director of the MIT Laboratory for Computer Science (LCS) since 1974. For more than a quarter century, the Lab has been at the forefront of the computer revolution. Its members and alumni have been instrumental in the invention of such innovations as time-shared computers, RSA encryption, the Spreadsheet, the NuBus, the X-Window system, the ARPAnet and the Internet. 


The Lab is currently home to the World Wide Web Consortium, an open forum of companies and organizations led by the Web's inventor. Dertouzos spent much of his career studying and forecasting future technological shifts, and leading his lab toward making them a reality. Most recently, Dertouzos was an advocate for what he calls "human-centric computing"-a radical transformation of the way we use computers. As part of this effort, LCS recently unveiled the $50 million Oxygen project, intended to make computers easier to use and as natural a part of our environment as the air we breathe.








Dertouzos was a dual citizen of the U.S. and the E.U. He worked extensively with the European Commission, in particular as a frequent keynote speaker on ESPRIT and other EC technology programs. For several years he was an adviser to the Prime Minister of Greece, as well as to other governments.





Dertouzos was a member of the United States National Academy of Engineering and the Athens Academy of Arts and Sciences. He held an honorary doctorate from the University of Athens, and he was honored by the Hellenic Republic as Commander of Greece's Legion of Honor.








Dertouzos is the author/co-author of seven books, including MADE IN AMERICA: Regaining the Productive Edge (MIT Press, 1989), with over 300,000 copies in print, WHAT WILL BE: How the New World of Information Will Change Our Lives (HarperCollins, 1997), which has been translated into thirteen languages and the magnificent sociological manifesto of him Finishing the Unfinished Revolution. 











In this manifesto, Dr. Dertouzos introduces a radical vision of human-centered computing intended to make computers more usable, based on natural interaction (such as speech recognition), automation, individualized information access, collaboration, and customization. He was buried in Athens, at the First Cemetery.





Academic Digital Libraries in…





California, United States, 


University of California





University of California, Berkeley Library 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/index.html" ��http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/index.html�





University of California, Davis Library 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lib.ucdavis.edu/" ��http://www.lib.ucdavis.edu/�





University of California, Irvine Libraries 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lib.uci.edu/" ��http://www.lib.uci.edu/�





University of California, Los Angeles Library 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.library.ucla.edu/" ��http://www.library.ucla.edu/�





University of California, Riverside Libraries 


� HYPERLINK "http://library.ucr.edu/" ��http://library.ucr.edu/�





University of California, San Diego Libraries 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ucsd.edu/libraries/" ��http://www.ucsd.edu/libraries/�





University of California, Santa Barbara Libraries 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.library.ucsb.edu/" ��http://www.library.ucsb.edu/�


�














� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/1604240490/sr=1-9/qid=1194422607/ref=dp_image_0/002-2815594-8662467?ie=UTF8&n=283155&s=books&qid=1194422607&sr=1-9" \t "AmazonHelp" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51jn4kAF89L._AA240_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








�








“The Wind in the Willows”


by Kenneth Grahame


Hardcover: 256 pages 


Publisher: Egmont Books Ltd


Language: English 


ISBN: 978-1405228220





About the book: 





Something… different and a good choice for Christmas present for children or not children who likes to remember. All times classic….


First published in 1908, this title features illustrations by E H Shepard who visited the riverside places, which had inspired Kenneth Grahame, and produced the images of Mole, Ratty and friends.


























A Byzantine lecturer in Oxford: John Serbopoulos





John Serbopoulos (in Greek: Ιωάννης Σερβόπουλος) was born in Constantinople. He was a professor at Oxford in 1430 when he was recognized as the person who first introduced coffee into Britain from Constantinople. It is claimed that the reason was to keep his students to be awake for studying!


He lived in the abbey in Reading where he transcribed several Greek manuscripts. These have been preserved in Oxford and Cambridge Libraries as well as in Greek monasteries (Saint John Prodromus Monastery in Mount Athos-Greece, etc). 


Between 1489 and 1500 he wrote a number of Greek manuscripts. These manuscripts consist of: 


two copies of Theodore Gaza’s Greek Grammar, Isocrates ad Demonicum, Isocrates ad Nicoclem, commentators of Aristotle’s Ethics, Chrysostom on St. Matthew, a Psalter and a completion of Corpus Suidas. 


Historically we know that he stayed in Reading Abbey, something which has been verified by some of his writings from around 1494 B.C.  


John Servopoulos copied two pieces of the Gaza’s Grammar in Reading. These were the only copies of Gaza’s Grammar in England (around 1489). This Grammar is very important for the Greek Studies in Europe, because is the Grammar which have been used until 1900 with changes and appendices from Desiderius Erasmus (who was the beloved student of Theodore Gaza in Italy). 


Just for the records, a copy of Gaza’s Grammar (written by John Rhosus of Crete in 1479) was bought by Bishop Shirwood at Rome around 1487. Here we have to mention that Shirwood was Bishop of Durham (1483-1493) and British ambassador to Rome. He founded the College of Corpus Christi in Oxford. He studied at Canterbury College (the home of Benedictins in Oxford). He heard Gaza in his lessons in Rome and other Byzantine scholars in the rest of his theological studies in Padua and Bologna. Another famous student of Gaza was Roel of Huysman or Rodolphus Agricola, humanist philosopher and lecturer in Heidelberg. 








Fotis Vassileiou & Barbara Saribalidou


History of European Higher Education Researchers





� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/B00000DLVA/ref=dp_image_0/002-2815594-8662467?ie=UTF8&n=5174&s=music" \t "AmazonHelp" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/31HMPHGDZNL._AA240_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/B000J4QW7C/ref=dp_image_0/002-2815594-8662467?ie=UTF8&n=5174&s=music" \t "AmazonHelp" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/618%2BmtAB24L._AA240_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





�





�








Nonetheless, in philosophy, the concept has been mentioned by Empedocles in different way even before, Aristotle. According to him, the objects of experience do change, but the basic elements from which these objects are created do not change. He gives the explanation for why does change happen. 























The reason is that basic elements enter new combinations under two forces. They are love and strife, which are essentially forces of attraction and decomposition. Love is the uniting force that attracts all things and thereby creates new objects. On the other hand, strife is the dividing force and so it separates and destroys the objects. It shows that most of the scientific principles are based on philosophical assumptions and both science and philosophy are complementary to each other.


References 


Brooke Noel Moore & Kenneth Bruder (ed.), (2005), Philosophy- The Power of Ideas, Tata McGraw-Hill Publishing Ltd, New York


The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy


� HYPERLINK "http://www.thebigview.com/greeks/empedocles.html" ��http://www.thebigview.com/greeks/empedocles.html�














“The Concept of Force: Philosophy and Physics”








by Reena Cheruvalath





Philosophy can never be separated from other scientific disciplines. For, there are many concepts in the latter are established on philosophical ideas or assumptions. For example, the concept of ‘Force’ is the most fundamental concept in Physics. However, the origin of its use can be found in philosophy earlier than in physics. In physics the adopted meaning for the term ‘force’ is based on Aristotelian usage, by which “the state of rest  is the most preferred state  and therefore, a state of motion, even that of uniform motion in a straight line, must have continuous cause for it.” Aristotle distinguished between the innate tendency of objects to find their natural place, which leads to natural motion and unnatural or forced motion, which required continued application of a force. However, the formal usage of the term depends on the validity of the Newton’s Laws of motion. Thus, force is what changes or tends to change a state of rest or motion in an object. It makes the object to accelerate and add to the over all pressure of the object. 


The formula for force is:


F = ma,


Where ‘F’ is the force, ‘m’ is the mass of an object and ‘a’ is the acceleration of the object.








�





�





The latter in particular was important because it rejected the concept of completely abstract learning. For Lave especially, learning was always 'practical'; her earlier book on the learning of mathematics originated the novel idea that there were various 'kinds' of maths - for instance maths as used by shoppers doing rapid bill calculation at supermarket checkouts, maths as used by gamblers working out odds, and maths as used academically within the school system, etc. Because the situation of operation was different in each case a different kind of practical mathematical 'skill' was used by the practitioner. It therefore followed that maths as taught in schools didn't always give the best opportunity for learning about number usage in the practical world where contexts required considerable numerical adaptability.


Lave and Wenger's book on situated learning developed this idea as a generalisation away from maths.


It proffered the radical idea that there was no such thing as abstract learning and that even the most seemingly abstruse topic had a social context which determined the language and practices of those doing the learning. It's interesting to note that this view also dumps the hoary old concept of 'informal learning' which has been habitually generated as a catch-all label for all learning that happens outside of formalised educational institutions (and is therefore seen as somewhat negligible, 'messy' and lower down the learning-value hierarchy). Since all learning is situated, it therefore follows that those examples of learning which are formal (i.e. learning in colleges or university) are just as socially contextualised as those examples where the adult has learned at work or at home or in some unspecified activity – and therefore both are governed by the same learning rules, and both closely interlinked in their impact upon the learner.


Secondly, Lave and Wenger describe a process of legitimate participation that systematises and drives the learning experience. Adults join learning groups as legitimate participants – legitimacy here being a two-way process by which both the individual and the group-being-joined accept the presence of each other according to a set of linguistic and behavioural rules which are part of the group identity.








“Learning is a way of being in the social world, not a way of coming to know about it”


(William F. Hanks, in Lave & Wenger1991)


PART III








by Bob Groves





Situated Learning


My acquaintance with Wittgenstein was partially developed in my degree dissertation in 1997, entitled 'I don't know my way about: An investigation of Epistemological Problems in Competence-based Education and Training' (Sunderland University), which was later worked up for a much shorter article for the NIACE 'Adults Learning' magazine under the same title. This was a critique of the underlying linguistic problems inherent in the NVQ system of assessment, and as such was my first foray into a 'new' Wittgensteinian educational theory. Much of what is stated above was already apparent then, though in a much diluted form. After I'd finished the degree I promised myself I would write one formal article per year at least so that I would be motivated to be engaged with learning theory, and simultaneously I ended up working with trainee tutors via the APTT's (Association of Part-Time Tutors) teacher education programme, so there was plenty of opportunity to discuss concepts of learning. Around this time I came into contact with the work of Jean Lave and Etienne Wenger, coauthors of the book 'Situated Learning: Legitimate Peripheral Participation' (published 1991).


Once again this was a watershed for me. Lave and Wenger's' book was important not because it was a philosophical text this time, but actually an analysis of learning written from an anthropological standpoint. The authors studied the learning systems of cultures around the world (Central America, Africa) and in varied social situations (the navy, the meat trade, 'alcoholics anonymous' groups) and attempted to synthesize a overall concept of what learning meant which suited all these varied contexts. Their conclusion: that learning was a social activity, not a 'mental' one and it was predicated on two elements, (1) participation in learning communities of various types and (2) learning is always situated in some context or other.





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�
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Members’ Philosophical 


Anti-Thoughts…








Here you can read the thoughts /anti-thoughts based on a members’ first submitted philosophical concept. 





After that, the editor provides some thoughts based on writings of important academics and scholars of human history. 





Send your thoughts to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:vasfotis@yahoo.co.uk" ��vasfotis@yahoo.co.uk�





This time, Fotis Vassileiou presents a thought on a philosophical approach of mind, soul and education vs technology.





What Dertouzos says 


(MIT socio-technical philosopher 1936-2001)…








Jean Jacque Rousseau in his Manifesto “The Unfinished Revolution” in wrote: 





“The computer science and information technology development will redistribute people by taking them away from towns to healthy, chipper and family-oriented countryside places. They will work by distance. They also will study by distance. Education is the most vital good which determines the future society because it is the only way to eliminate the gap between rich and poor. 


	So you can teach reading and writing to Africa, professional degrees to all experienced workers, learning to adults, specialisation to academics/researchers and easy access between students and teachers beyond space and time limits.”








 


�





ANTI-THESIS 


Do we succeed as human beings by creating and inventing technology or we just loose the most important good in order to characterise ourselves humans (meaning our mind and soul which are only developed via education). 


by Fotis Vassileiou








Education is the most vital good for human life.


I can give no more words to this phrase. 





What Rhigas says 


(Greek Social Philosopher 1757- 1798) …








Rhigas in his Manifesto “Thourios” wrote: 





"Education is not a privilege or a right; education is a duty."”














 


�




















�








� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Rigas_Feraios_01.jpg" \o "Rigas Feraios" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/ef/Rigas_Feraios_01.jpg/180px-Rigas_Feraios_01.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





�





Lost Points of the History of European Education 





Old De Pizan teaching her students





�





The most remarkable exchanges took place in the Iberian peninsula where tolerant ruler of the Umayyad caliphs and their successors established friendly relationship between Muslims and Christians.


 Muslim techniques in agriculture, irrigation, hydraulic engineering and manufacture were an integral part of daily life in the southern half of the peninsula and these Muslim technologies passed from Spain into Italy and also in the various parts of the Northern Europe. Indeed, Europeans accelerated Muslim technological and scientific inventions that influenced   various parts of the West for the many centuries. 17 It is worthy to mention that Muslim irrigation system with their associated hydraulic works and water-lifting machines remained as the basic foundation of Spanish agriculture, which in due course passed to the European world.18 Some other installations passed into Christian hands, like industrial plant at Jativa near Valencia two large water clocks on the bank of Tagus at Toledo were found by the Christians when they penetrated in the city in 1085 A.D. These few indications prove that the Muslim ideas were assimilated in European science and technology. Various other examples of technology transfer are also found which can be expressed as an integrated outlook of Muslim technology to the West such as Foundry technology; Wrought products technology Powder technology etc. and these are the Muslims adopted techniques as a major tool of technological processing.19 It is well known that Muslim scientists studied deeply on the fundamental questions of science and technology, specially Ibn Sina made intensive study on force, motion, light, heat, vacuum etc. that paved the way for theoretical and applied mechanics. Useful works were done in the field of mechanics on the wheel, axle, lever, pulley, inclined plane, windmill, water wheel, toothed wheel etc. The name of Al Khazini is very significant who made study on mechanics, hydrostatics and physics. His book Mizan al Hikmah (Book of the Balance of Wisdom) is very remarkable in this regard. Beside these, Ali Ibn Rustam al- Khurasani was a notable constructor of clocks and therefore, he was called as al- Sa’ati (the clock maker). Another Muslim Mechanician of the 13th century A.d. was Ab’ul Isa Isma’il Ibn Razzaz (the son of rice merchant) Badi al Zaman al Jazari. He wrote many treatises on Geometrical mechanism. One of the famous treatises is Kitab al- Marifat al Hiyal al Hndsiyyah   that was mainly discussed on hydraulic apparatus that was considerd as a best material in Arabic mechanics. 20 So the Mutual and reciprocal transfer of technology is perceived in the Muslim world.


WATER LIFTING TECHNOLOGY:


The supply of water for irrigation, drinking, domestic and industrial purposes has always been consideration in the Muslim countries. The climate and topographical conditions of the Muslim countries are something different from the European lands. In Muslim countries particularly in the Middle East the heavy rainfall, abundant rivers and streams do not occur and found. These problems motivate the Muslim farmers of those regions for finding alternative measure in lifting water from various sources for their everyday needs. Generally, in the steppe lands or in the desert, water is coming out from the wells and that are to be supplied for cultivation, irrigation, drinking and cooking purposes. The easiest means to uplift water from the well is to tie a rope to a bucket and then drown the bucket into the well to pour water into it and then it is taking back. Some times, more advanced is the well –headgear consisting of a drum upon which the rope is wound and a windlass to turn the drum. In the settled population where the requirements are high there these methods were not very sufficient.








Dr. Khawaja Muhammad saeed, Department of Philosophy, University of the Punjab, Lahore, Pakistan
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The First woman Philosopher:Christin de Pisan





Christine de Pizan (or de Pisan) was born in Venice, Italy 1364. It is claimed that she is the first woman writer and teacher of Europe and the first one philosopher wrote an essay for the human piece. Her father, Thomas de Pizan accepted an appointment to the court of Charles V of France, as the king’s astrologer, alchemist, and physician. In this atmosphere, Christine was able to pursue her intellectual interests. She successfully educated herself by immersing herself in languages, in the rediscovered classics and humanism of the early Renaissance. In order to support herself and her family after her husband’s death, de Pizan turned into writing.


Between 1393 and 1412, she composed over three hundred ballads and poems but she is well known for her socio-philosophical works and her famous teaching abilities. By 1405, Christine de Pizan had completed her most successful literary works, The Book of the City of Ladies and The Treasure of the City of Ladies, or The Book of the Three Virtues. The first of these shows the importance of women’s past contributions to society.


In The Book of the City of Ladies de Pizan creates a symbolic city in which women are appreciated and defended. De Pizan, having no female literary tradition to call upon, constructs three allegorical foremothers: Reason, Justice, and Rectitude. She enters into a dialogue, a movement between question and answer (the most known as Platonic way of writing- we have to remember that de Pisan was ancient Greek philosophy and literature lover), with these allegorical figures that is from a completely female perspective.


Overall, de Pizan hoped to establish truths about women that contradicted the negative stereotypes that she had identified in previous literature. She is also known as the first woman historiographer. Her final work was a poem celebrating the achievements of Joan of Arc. In the poem Christine pointed out that it was a woman who had saved the kingdom of France, "something that 5,000 men could not have done." Christine de Pisan died in about 1430.
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Implications and Conclusions


It seems plain to me that there are many areas of overlap between the communicational, philosophical and anthropological views I encountered above. Wittgenstein's concept of noownership and the theme's in Lave and Wenger's work which eschew the mental aspects of learning clearly have much in common. Both seek to take learning out of its habitual metaphysical state and bring it down to earth within the accessible region of social development. Similarly, these chime well with Berlo's concepts of communication as a foundational human skill that underpins social cohesion.


But above all they recognise learning as a social activity that is valued for its own sake rather than for some superior instrumental outcome. In order for learning to be understood by tutors and teachers within this framework it is necessary for attention to wholly direct itself to social interactions. This needs the sensitive direction of practitioners who realise that their presence (in the role of Laveian 'old-timers') is as vital a component in the development of learning groups with whom they work as anything they may feel they may 'give' about the subject they are ostensibly teaching. Within this framework, less needs to be said about the managerial approach of curricula and progression, and more needs to be done about long-term fostering of learning cultures that naturally attract adults and allow them to develop in an 'organic' fashion. The Wittgenstein-Laveian approach requires:


 An end to short-termism – learning groups need time to develop


 Emphasis of the importance of social contact across groups and in informal situations


 Talk about 'progression' substituted by the concept of development


 Understanding that entrepreneurial economic activity comes from learning which is fostered in an atmosphere of democratic co-operation


 Valuing all learning in real (not just pious) terms – especially in its general contribution to a more equitable society


 Developing cross-curricula contacts and networks that allow adults to extend their learning experiences beyond formal boundaries


 Etc.





Participation means what it says: the entrant to a group takes active part in the groups procedures, firstly as a 'newcomer' (i.e. peripherally) where they are habituated into the routines and attitudes of the groups, thereafter proceeding over time to become an 'old-timer' (Lave's terminology) who is one


of the key figures engaged in mentoring newcomers as they join the group. In any healthy learning group there will therefore always be a degree of group 'churn; happening, as newcomers join and replace old-timers that have left.


What is vital about Lave and Wenger's work is that lack of a 'mentalistic' aspect. Learning here is seen as a social practice where habit and discourse are the only factors that matter. What determines the efficacy of a learning situation is how well the individual gravitates into the group from its periphery.


As William Hanks says in his preface to Lave and Wenger's book:


“Understanding is seen to arise out of the mental operations of a subject on objective structures. Lave and Wenger reject this view of understanding insofar as they locate learning not in the acquisition of structure, but in the increased access to of learners to participating roles in expert performances...


Learning is a process that takes place in a participation framework, not in an individual mind. This means, among other things, that it is mediated by the differences of perspective among the coparticipants. It is the community, or at least those participating in the learning context, who 'learn' under this definition. Learning is, as it were, distributed among coparticipants, not a one-person act” (Lave & Wenger 1991)


This is also a value-free theory; Lave does not try to say that some learning is 'better' than others, or that some learning needs a mental/informational aspect to work. Indeed, Lave and Wenger do not even try to say that this process of situational legitimate participation always produces 'good', 'effective' or 'useful' learning – all they do say is 'this is how it happens'; the good or useful bit has to be determined by external factors such as political or social need and how learning systems are organised and interact with the outside world.








Muslim scientists developed cavalry and new weaving techniques that were transmitted in the various parts of the Europe. Harun al – Rashid’s (766-809 A.D) Khizanat al- Hikma had played a significant role to develop science and technological knowledge in the Islamic society. Thereafter, Bayt-al-Hikma of al Mamun (813 A.D. reign stand) had rendered a great service to develop the thought of science and technology among the Islamic people of the globe of that period.10


 Muslim scientists and technologists received the heritage of their predecessors and later on they developed it in their own endeavors and grew into their own science and technology through a continuous process of invention, research and development. Al- Jazari (12th century A.D.) and Banu Musa brothers have not accepted the predecessor’s thoughts; rather they have boldly criticized the predecessor’s activities and established their own methods. Therefore, it is generally believed that the works of Homer, Thucydides and the Greek dramatists were the part of the cultural background of every educated European, but in science and technology the scenes were something different in the medieval period, particularly in the 6th century A.H.  Corresponding 12th century A.D. the writings of al-Farabi, al Ghazali, al- Farghani, Ibn Sina and Ibn Rushd were translated into Latin and became known and popularized with high esteem in the West.11At the same time the writings of Aristotle got a predominating influence on Islamic society and his works were translated into Arabic.


 Among the various luminaries in the Islamic firmament the role of Ibn Sina (Avicenna to the West) and Ibn Rushd (Averroses to the West) were very prominent. Their critical approaches and logical acumens on Aristotle’s writings became the foundation of European scientists and philosophical thoughts. Beside these, numerous other scientific works had originally been translated from Greek into Arabic. Charles Singer, in the Epilogue of the 2nd volume of A History of Technology maintained that in the medieval period in skill ness and inventiveness “East was superior in science and technology.”12 The adoption of Islamic techniques is reflected by the many words of Arabic derivation that have easily passed into the vocabularies of European language. A few examples we may indicate here as – in textiles- Muslin, sassanet, damask, taffetah etc.; in chemical technology-alembic, alkali, alfalfa etc.13 Some scholars says, Spanish is particularly rich in words of Arabic origin and that has deep link with Islamic Irrigation and agriculture, such as tahona for a mill, acena for water wheel, acequia for an irrigation canal and so on.14   In the medieval period numerous Arabic works on science subjects were translated into Latin by the generous activity of the translation bureau of Toledo (12th century A.D.), which can be considered as a notable example of this exercise.  Comparatively in technology, the Arabic translations were not so available like science but around 1277 A.D. in the court of Alfonso x of Castile, a work in Spanish entitled Libros del Saber de astronomia was compiled under the direction of the king. 15  


  Relations between Christian Europe and the Islamic world were not always hostile. Muslim rulers were often enlightened men and well tolerant towards their Christian. Furthermore, commercial intercourse helped a lot to the establishment of communities of European merchants in the Muslim cities, while group of Muslim merchants settled in Byzantium where they made contact with Swedish traders. More specially we can mention here that there was a deep commercial contact between Fatimid Egypt and the Italian town of Amalfi in the 4th and 5th century A.H., corresponding 10th and 11th century A.D.16
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design a future policy for scientific and technological development apart from the religious manipulations. Because, the epistemology of Islam emphasizes upon the development of knowledge, the Islamic term ‘ilm actually incorporates almost every branches of knowledge from pure observation to the highest metaphysics. No science and technology is indifferent from metaphysics. Thus ‘ilm can be acquired from revelation as well as from the reason/ intellect, from observation as well as intuition, from tradition as well as theoretical speculation. Therefore, the various diverse ways of studying nature and reality are equally efficacious in Islam. Muslim scholars were able to access with other civilizations. Hence, its attempt is to synthesize the existing sciences of various civilizations that they inherited from their predecessors. In Ibn Hazam,s treatise the Categories of Sciences (Maratib al Ulum) we find perfect fusion of knowledge and values. While establishing a hierarchy of sciences, Ibn Hazm also insists on their interdependence.26


Now the dimensions have changed and there are many scientific as well as technological advancements are perceived in the world but the classical exchanged of science and technological thoughts are still considered as the remarkable incidents of the annals of mankind.      
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Beside this, the first machine is the shaduf that was known in ancient period in Egypt and Assyria. It consists of two posts made from wood, masonry or other materials. Between them a horizontal wooden bar was attached which provided a fulcrum for the routable beam of the machine, dividing it approximately in a 2:1 ratio. At the end of its short arm is a counter weight made of stone or clay that lifts the full bucket. The bucket is suspended by the rope or pole fixed to the end to the long arm of the beam. The operator bears down on the beam or the rope and lowers the bucket into the water and the counter weight   brings the bucket up and its contents are tipped into the tank and sometimes the water reached to the field for cultivation or irrigation.21 


Two other technologies were used for water lifting by the Muslim scientists were the saqiya and the noria/ na’ura. One was driven by animal power and the other by water. In Arabia this techniques were used prior to the advent of Islam and during the period of the Prophet Hazrat Muhammad a special term nadih was used for the camel driven water-lifting system from the wells. Most probably this technique was transmitted to Spain from Syria, when the Muslims introduced their irrigation method to Spain. 22   From Ibn Bassal’s account it is understood that saqiya was a standard technological method of water- lifting device by the luxurious people of the Islamic world. Another type of water- lifting technology was most suitable in the areas where the fast flowing streams were available and whose courses was not far distance below the surrounding areas of the fields. Al Muqaddasi (d.390 A.H./ 1000A.D. informed that there were many norias on the rivers at Ahwaz in Iran. They raised water and flowed through aqueducts into cisterns in the town and also through irrigation channels to the orchards. Al- Idrisi (584 A.H. / 1154 A.D.) described that it was used to supply water of Talvera. The wheel was 90 cubits (135 feet) in diameter and it raised water from the river Tagus and delivered into an aqueduct that led into the city. His installation was therefore very equivalent to the norias of Hama. 23   In subcontinent the utilization of Saqiya and Naura were prevalent for a long time and subcontinent Muslims were very much depended on this water –lifting technology for a long time. The famous historian Irfan habib has discussed on the history of this technology in his book in detail and took the decision that this system proved that there was a very good link between subcontinent and the Muslim countries.


Spain was famous for remarkable Muslim scholars   on Agriculture, and the lst reputed writer was abu Zakariyya Yahya Ibn Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Ibn Awwam al- Asbili. His valuable book was entitled as Kitab al Falaha. This book was based on the Greek, Roman, Nabatean and Muslim Predecessors where he was not confined to their thoughts only rather he included many points that are considered as his own observations.24 


Another important book on Agriculture was written by Shaikh Radi al Din al Qarshi and that was entitled as Jami Far’id al- Malaha fi Jawami Fawa’id al Falahah where the concept and technology of Watering, digging of canals, wells and water-lifting devices were discussed. 25 


Modern Islamic technology is facing some problems that are basically related to religion. All religious sections are against the dreaded nuclear arms, against utilizing poisonous gasses as weapons, against spoiling the environment and nature etc. However, Muslims are not pessimistic in this aspect. There are two main ways to approach the problem, one is to explain all the controversial points in the light of reason and the second is to 
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“Divine Comedy”


by Dante Alighieri





Hardcover: 524 pages 


Publisher: Book Jungle


Language: English 


ISBN: 978-1604240498





About the book: 





This epic poem was written between 1308 and 1321. It is divided into three sections; the inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradise. The Roman poet Virgil leads Dante through the first two sections. Beatrice, whom Dante considers the perfect woman, leads him through Heaven.
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7th Congress of the International Society for the History of Philosophy of Science (HOPOS-2008)





18-21 June 2008





Vancouver BC, Canada 


The International Society for the History of Philosophy of Science (HOPOS) will hold its seventh international congress in Vancouver, Canada, June 18-21, 2008. The conference is open to scholarly work on the history of philosophy of science from any disciplinary perspective. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.hopos.org/hopos2008" \t "_blank" �http://www.hopos.org/hopos2008�
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Coming Conferences…





Careers in Academia information





Monday 12 November 2007 (Manchester)





Careers in Academia events were also held in Bristol on 14 May 2007 and Glasgow on 3 September 2007


Following the success of last year’s Careers in Academia events, UK GRAD are running a further three one-day events in 2007, to explore what a career in the academic environment is really like.


Like most careers, there are many elements that make up a career in academia, and you need specific skills to succeed in what can be a very competitive environment. Here’s your chance to find out what really is involved, what skills and strengths it will take to succeed, and to decide if this is the career for you.


These one-day events give participants an insight into some of the areas that make up a career in academia.








Computability in Europe (CiE 2008), 





15-20 June 2008





Athens, Greece 





This is the fourth in a series of conferences organised by CiE (Computability in Europe), a European network of mathematicians, logicians, computer scientists, philosophers, physicists and others interested in new developments in computability and their underlying significance for the real world. Previous meetings took place in Amsterdam (2005), Swansea (2006) and Siena (2007). 


CiE 2008 aims at bridging the gap from the logical methods of mathematical and meta-mathematical flavour to the applied and industrial questions that are involved in devising and choosing the right algorithms and analysing their effectiveness and efficiency. 
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“Scotlands of the Mind”


by Angus Calder


Hardcover: 220 pages 


Publisher: Luath Press Limited


Language: English 


ISBN: 978-1842820087





About the book: 


These soul-searching questions are probed in this timely book by prize-winning author and journalist, Angus Calder. Informed and intelligent, this new volume presents the author at his thought-provoking best. The abosorbing journey through many possible Scotlands - fictionalised, idealised, and politicised - is sure to fascinate. �This perceptive and often highly personal writing shows the breathtaking sope of Calder's analytical power. Fact or fiction, individual or international, politics or poetry, statistics or statehood, no subject is taboo in a volume that offers an overview of the vicissitudes and changing nature of Scottishness.


Through mythical times to manufactured histories, from Empire and Diaspora, from John Knox to Home Rule and beyond, Calder shatters literary, historical and cultural misconceptions and provides invaluable insights into the Scottish psyche. Offering a fresh understanding of an ever-evolving Scotland, Scotlands of the Mind contributes to what Calder himself has called 'the needful getting of a new act together'.
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Read a book…





“Reading Cicero: 


Genre and Performance 


in Late Republican Rome”





by C.E.W. Steel





Hardcover: 144 pages 


Publisher: Duckworth Publishers


Language: English 


ISBN: 978-0715632796





About the book: 





Cicero was a prolific writer, his writing covering an astonishingly wide spectrum: oratory, letters, epic and didactic poetry, pamphlets, philosophical and rhetorical treatises. He was also a major political figure at Rome during the Late Republic. The relationship between these two facets of his career is the subject of this book, which argues that our understanding both of Ciceros oeuvre and of the practice and theory of public life in the Late Republic is transformed if Ciceros writings are read�as a unified whole in the context of Roman politics.
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First Formal Epistemology Festival: Conditionals and Ranking Functions 





28-30 July 2008





Konstanz, Germany 





This is the first of a series of small and thematically focused events in formal epistemology organized by Eric Swanson (Michigan), Jonathan Weisberg (Toronto), and Franz Huber (Caltech and Konstanz). 


The background for the first Formal Epistemology Festival is the 40th anniversary of Robert Stalnaker's "A Theory of Conditionals" and the 20th anniversary of Wolfgang Spohn's "Ordinal Conditional Functions. A Dynamic Theory of Epistemic States". 








Tivoli, Abraham bar Hiyya, Robert of Chester, Herman of Carinthia and Rudlof of Bruges were studied in Spain and translated numerous Arabic writings on astronomy, alchemy, astrology in their own languages.


The Europeans interest in Muslim science developed gradually and as a result many of sciences came into being for Arabic works apart from the Spain. The   centers   of translation of Toledo, Seville and Salerno are noteworthy and approximately 150 years these centers functioned smoothly. 3Among those associated with the centers the following are worthwhile, like, Adelard of bath, John of Seville, Domingo Gundisalvo, Alfred of Sereshal, Daniel of Morley, Gerad of Cremona and Michael Scot. Gerad of Cremona is the most reputed among them and he translated 92 works of the Muslim scientists. 4 This translation activities sometimes were not preserved rightly, like the Ptolemy’s famous work “Megale Syntaxis” had become extinct, though it was preserved by the Muslims under the title “ al- majasti”, whose Latin translation made from the Arabic was entitled “ Almagest’. 5 Not only in science but also in technology Muslims have made some distinctive impact for its improvement. Roger Bacon, the father of modern science, learnt from Muslims the experimental method because he was a student of Muslim institutions of Spain. Roger Bacon’s method immediately reached to the various parts of Europe and popularized as the Baconian method and the Copernicus, a leading astronomer of Europe borrowed much from Muslims works. 6 As a result the introduction of experimental method mainly various branches of science and technology, such as medicine, chemistry, astronomy and physics registered great advance in Europe, of which the universities of Salerno, Bologna, Paris, Padua and Oxford, patterned after Muslim institutions were the center. Basically, this revival and reciprocal exchange is an end of dark ages and the beginning of the Industrial Revolution in Europe. 7 Thus Alessandro Bausani opined rightly as “ … It is also true that during our middle ages the Muslim world was considered more or less like America now i.e. the world to which one had to go perfect oneself in science and technology”8 Science & Technology is an instrument through which the civilization of a society can be measured. In the medieval period scientific & technological and the philosophical achievements were the basic parameters to judge Islamic civilization. Hence, that civilization was synthetic in character. It will not be impertinent to remark in this context that the translation activity of many Greek works reached Europe only through Muslims. And in this regard we may say that one hand pre-Islamic science and technology have played a pivotal role to enrich this Islamic civilization, where the activities of Byzantium scientist, like, Philon (3rd century B.C.), Heron of Alexandria (1st century A.D.) provided main impetus for the growth of Muslim technology. On the other, Islamic scientists developed extensive thoughts of the classical Greeks and opened a new avenue for reciprocal exchange. On the course of time, the activities of Philon and Heron have provided very good source materials to the Muslim scientists and that have been translated into Arabic because, they have described ingenious devices that embodied the principle of mechanics, aerostatics and hydrostatics. Prior to this in the 1st century B.C. Vitruvius described a number of mechanics that includes water –mill with a vertical undershot wheel, various water-lifting mechanism and several heavy weight raising mechanism etc.9 


We know that the vertical undershot, overshot and horizontal water wheels were the common practice in the Middle East. Civil engineering mechanical systems of Egypt and Iraq were used for intensive irrigation that was incorporated wax dams, shrices and wires.
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“ISLAMIC TECHNOLOGY: AN APPRAISAL ON THE RECIPROCAL EXCHANGE BETWEEN THE EAST AND THE WEST”


by Dr. Khawaja Muhammad saeed





I submit that I fully know and accept the scientific contributions and innovations made by non – Muslims through the various phases of human civilizational development. But since my focus in the article is to highlight scientific contributions and Philosophical ideas introduced within the Islamic world, I only projected them in detail. As a Philosopher I am fully cognizant that knowledge, Science and academic scholarship in a human venture in which people of all religions orientations have played their parts.


Scientific and technological developments are the main criteria of a developed nation. It is believed that only the West is capable of making such credit and achievement. Indeed, progress /development are not exclusive to a particular nation and region which may inherit it to succeeding generations.  Progress depends largely on acquisition and one who wills so and makes endeavor in this direction is bound to be rewarded with progress. Hence, it will not be considered as the legacy of a particular group or region. Moreover, the edifice of modern science and technology, however impressive it might appear today, is based largely on the achievements made by Muslim masters in the past. Therefore, the achievement of the Muslim scientists in modern science holds the same place as the foundation does in the building. If the foundation is weak, the building cannot be able to erect for long time. It is very clear that modern science is closely related to Muslim science and that some times was accompanied by technology. At that time there was no such sharp distinction between these two. They relied on sense power as well as reason for ascertaining reality. To awake from the domination of Greek philosophy Muslim science and technology abandoned deductive and analogical methods and opted the experimental method. Greek masters never realized the need for establishing laboratory. Aristotle, Pythagoras, Galen, Aristocres had no laboratories. But Muslim scientists not only employed this but also insisted on using the experimental method in studies related to material realities. And today, the modern science also stands for experimental method. Experiment and science are so inextricably interwoven with each other it is very difficult to designate them separately. Muslims scientific and technological accomplishments are not related to the establishment of laboratories and observatories but also they have invented various instruments for its progress. Western historians of science have also borne testimony to the aforesaid facts. The West though acquainted with the scientific achievements of the Greeks, was amazed to note the scientific development of the Islamic world, and that are basically the fruits of the Islamic scientists. Ray, Merv, Baghdad, Damascus, Cairo, Cordova and Grenada were famous for the centers of Muslim scientific reflections and progress.  In this regard the role of Spain was very significant, it was accessed students from France, England, Portugal, Italy and Germany to study astrology, astronomy, medicine, alchemy, physics and mathematics in the universities of Grenada, Cordova, and Madrid. These students were translated and contributed extensive works on science, the name of John of Lorraine (953A.d.) and Gerbart Aurillac (d.1003) who was latter known as the Pope Sylvester-ii. 1 He was educated in Barcelona. Dr. Irving opines that he was first to learn and introduce the Arabic numerals in Europe.2 


Pedro Alfonso (d.1110) contributed a monograph on astronomy along with a world map and drowned heavily from the Muslim scientists. Some students, such as Hugo Sancta lenis, Plato of





Loud and Clear - a voice for 


work based learners








28th November 2007








University of Derby, Derby 











Learning through Work at Derby sends a positive message that work-based learners are willing and capable of taking responsibility for shaping and managing their own university programmes, that they can initiate and sustain academic discourse online and at a distance and that they feel a sense of pride and achievement in doing so. 





David Young has been involved with the development of award-bearing work-based learning since the mid-1990s. He led the development of Learning through Work (LtW) at Derby from 2001. He has had significant experience in external examination, staff development and consultancy in the field in the UK and internationally and has also presented extensively at local, regional, national and international conferences. He led the University of Derby team which won the Times Higher Education Award in 2006 for Most Imaginative Use of Distance Learning. He was awarded a National Teaching Fellowship in 2007.
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Call for part privatisation 


of education system in Malta


The Malta Institute of Management (MIM) believes the education system should be partially privatised in order to achieve the efficiencies that are not always achieved in a bureaucratic environment. Through privatisation and through rendering Malta a centre of excellence in education, the system could head towards self sufficiency without losing the social element, the MIM believes. MIM was commenting and presenting its proposals on the pre-budget document published by the government for the next budget. The MIM expressed satisfaction that parts of its recommendations have been included in the document and said it was sure that the government would consider incorporating even more of its proposals to accelerate the momentum of Malta's economic and social development. MIM noted that the main limitation within the education sector from a country's perspective was funding and sustainability. Although from year to year each administration increased the amount of allocated funds to the system, it was a recognised reality that it has not been enough. MIM said that the interpretation of the VAT Act with respect to education provided by Maltese enterprises representing foreign entities must be revisited. The way that the VAT Act was being interpreted by the VAT Department was leading to certain parts of higher education being subject to VAT. "This anomaly should be addressed without further delay as it is creating injustices on students and rendering parts of the private sector not competitive," MIM insisted. The government should also provide for tax credits with respect to the attraction of foreign students to Malta. 








Higher Education Newsboard…





Private Colleges in UK to award degrees





A profit-making company received the right to award degrees. The Privy Council has given the licence for giving degrees for undergraduate and postgraduate studies to the BPP College (now BPP University College) a private business training company (owned by BPP Holdings plc). In 2006 the same power was given to the College of Law (a not-for-profit Organisation) when American-private training company Kaplan University is trying to get as soon as possible this privilege as well. 
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Council of Church Colleges and Universities in UK will change employment contracts.


�The Council of Church Colleges and Universities in UK decide to give emphasis to the Christian ethos in employment contracts in order to help Universities to that staff hold Christian beliefs. The most known of these Universities are: Canterbury Christ Church University, Chester University, Chichester University, Gloucestershire University, Liverpool Hope University, Roehampton University and York St John University. This regulation will support these institutions to follow their targeting direction (in their “constitution”) which is to promote Christian ethos. The rule will firstly apply on senior staff and teachers of theology (which is something obviously understood).








Freddie Mercury studied on art.





Mercury completed his education in India at St. Mary's (ISC) High School in Mazagon before returning to Zanzibar. At the age of 17, Mercury and his family were forced to flee from Zanzibar, due to the 1964 Zanzibar Revolution. The family moved into a small house in Feltham, London He enrolled at Isleworth Polytechnic (now West Thames College) in West London where he studied art. He ultimately earned a Diploma in Art and Graphic Design at Ealing Art College, later using these skills in order to design the crest of the band Queen. Mercury remained a British citizen for the rest of his life..Following graduation, Mercury joined a series of bands and sold second-hand clothes in the Kensington Market in London. He also held a job at Heathrow Airport before starting to sing for the famous band of Queens.





Famous Alumni from: 


Queen’s College, Oxford & Newcastle University


Rowan Sebastian Atkinson (popular MR BEAN) studied electrical engineering at Newcastle University. He continued with an MSc at Queens College, Oxford, first achieving notice at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in 1976. At Oxford, he also acted and performed early sketches for the Oxford University Dramatic Society, the Oxford Revue and the Experimental Theatre Club.





� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Freddieinmontreux.jpg" \o "The statue of Freddie Mercury in Montreux" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/6/6c/Freddieinmontreux.jpg/400px-Freddieinmontreux.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����The statue of Freddie Mercury in Montreux





AcademoSophy


 the newsletter of Ancient Philosophy Forum for Lifelong Learning and PHIL-LLE e-society











2
                                               © AcademoSophy 2007 by Ancient Philosophy Forum for Lifelong Learning and Education®
1
© AcademoSophy 2007 by Ancient Philosophy Forum for Lifelong Learning and Education®

