Our Virtual Field Trip !!!!!
Hello there fellow Shakespeare adventurers.  It is time to take a necessary trip around the world of Shakespeare to help us all write our own soliloquies.  I know we have all read them in class but it is important to read the definition of what we are about to compose.  It is best for us, as we have learned over the semester to see different points of view.  Here are many different definitions of soliloquy.  

TO BE OR NOT TO BE…

The next stop on our little trek through Shakespeare’s world is to visit the online Shakespeare library.  I know for some of you the word Folger only is a brand of coffee you might see at the Kroger when grocery shopping with your parents.  But the Folger Shakespeare Library is the authority on everything Shakespeare.  Please take some time and explore this link.  Go to the Folger Library homepage and search the word soliloquy.



  

I understand that to be able to write your won soliloquy you are truly going to need two important sources.  The first source is going to be Shakespearean soliloquies.  We all know that The Bard’s English is certainly not the easiest to understand.  If you are to be able to write your own soliloquy you must be able to understand what Shakespeare’s mean.  Here is a Shakespeare “dictionary” for you all to use when writing your personal soliloquy.  Remember language choice is critical to meaningful expression.  So choose your words wisely and maybe someday the following quote may be uttered about your work:

When I read Shakespeare I am struck with wonder
That such trivial people should muse and thunder
In such lovely language.
D. H. Lawrence Quote (1885 - 1930) 

Last, but certainly not least you will all need to see some examples of student written soliloquies.  Shakespeare is an unparalleled genius.  To ask you to just read his and be so awed by his greatness that it moves you to compose might be as far fetched as some of the Bard’s work.  So in all fairness to you here is an example of a student written soliloquy.  Feel free to keep some of Shakespeare’s language in your own piece, just make sure to change enough to get your idea across.  I hope none of you feel about our class the way that Ms. Green feels about hers!!!

As you know as part of this project you will be performing your soliloquy for our class. One final stop on this trip is to our local Shakespeare festival.  This link will allow you the opportunity to see what things “Shakespeare” are available right in downtown Louisville.  The festival puts on shows all summer and there is a calendar so you can go hear actors and actresses perform soliloquies.  The language of Shakespeare is quite important, but how that language translates to the stage and then into the heart and mind of the collective audience is what is most important.  Remember Shakespeare never wrote these works on paper, someone else did.  The language and ideas must have been quite moving, for that person to take on such a task.  



Thank you for joining our little trip through soliloquy writing.  Good luck and Godspeed to you on writing your own and performing it for your audience.  

But Shakespeare’s magic could not copied be;
Within that circle none durst walk but he.
John Dryden Quote (1631 - 1700) "Essay of Dramatic Poesy"
