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HISTORY OF THE HEROINES OF JERICHO

August, 1969- July, 2002
After many years of research, tracing the origin of females degrees in great detail, it was found that the Heroines of Jericho degrees were first brought to perfect order in France 1220 A.D. and continued north to the domains of England, Germany, Scotland and many other established governments.

It has been proven that Ancient Craft Masonry is almost as old as Creation. The Heroines of Jericho degrees were well known and practiced by Master Masons, their wives and daughters, even though there were no regular organized courts until 1790 A.D.

These degrees were presided over by some of the most imminent ladies of Paris and other cities of France.

Among the many hundreds of female’s degrees born in the past 100 years, the Heroines of Jericho have outlived them all – unchanged.

It has been assured and well established that these degrees came with the introduction of Masonry into America. The Royal Arch Masons of today are the Ancient Craft Masons of old. Every Royal Arch Mason was required to take the Heroines of Jericho degree, a symbol of the close relationship between Heroine and Royal Arch Masons.

As it pertains to the Washington State Jurisdiction, Sarah W. Dupee Court was organized in 1926 laboring under the Missouri Jurisdiction. Subsequently, the Court was attached to the California Jurisdiction. Under California Jurisdiction, Rainbow Court was organized in 1963 and Deborah Court in 1969.

In July of 1969 a request was made to Prince Hall Grand Lodge for permission to organize a Grand High Court in the State of Washington. That request was granted and on August 2, 1969 the Grand High Court of Washington was legally constituted, consecrated, and dedicated. Additional Courts now have been added.

Rebecca Court # 4 – Vancouver, Washington, 1970

Lilly of the Valley Court # 5 – Seattle, Washington, 1971

Willie K. Jennings Court # 6 – Tacoma, Washington, 1977

Starlight Court # 7 – Olympia, Washington, 1983

Hadeshah Court # 8 – Hanau, Germany, 1987

Addalana M. Weathersby Court # 10 – Okinawa, Japan, 1998

Clara B. White Court # 11 – Tokyo, Japan, 1998

The Grand High Court since its inception has membership in the National General Conference of Grand Courts and Organized Youth Palaces.

We contribute annually to scholarships. The women of today are requested to share more and more responsibility with the Masonic Brothers in their projects, programs and studies together and as a unified body, all undertakings can be minimized and resolved satisfactorily.

The object of this Organization is to promote sincere Friendship, practice Charity and Relief, and assist in relieving suffering and to promote opportunities for us to improve Morally, Socially, Spiritually and Intellectually.

Prince Hall Grand High Court has selected dedicated leaders over the past 33 years.

PAST MOST ANCIENT GRAND MATRONS

EDITH ALLEN

ADDALANA M. WEATHERSBY *

WILLIE HAWKINS

DORA DONES*

WILLIE MAE GRAY *

SARAH BOOTH

ESTHER BRIGHT *

BETTY B. SOLOMON*

LUCY B. MARSHALL

LESSIE F. LARIS

DOROTHY J. GREEN

RUBYE McCULLAR

JEANETTE JACKSON

ROSE E. ENOCH

CARLETTA J. GARRAWAY

ALICE DURHAM *

VIOLET A. BAILS – PRESENT – 2000 -

HONORARY PAST MOST ANCIENT GRAND MATRONS

EMMA SNOWDEN*

FLOY W. RUFFINGS*

MYRTLE PITTS*

HILLIARD JIMMERSON

MARGARET DAVIS

IDA JONES

* DECEASED MEMBERS

PAST GRAND JOSHUA’S

WILLIAM L. HAWKINS *

GERALD BALDWIN *

CHARLES STUBBLEFIELD *

JAMES A. DAVIS *

CHARLES HAMPTON *

ERSKINE A. SOLOMON JR. 

LESTER LARIS

MARVIN BLYTHERS

HENRY JACKSON *

HOMER D. CHRISTOPHER

CECIL R. SOFTLI

KENNETH SWANIGAN

CECIL S. ALLEN

WENDELL O. HUTCHINGS

HAROLD O. PHILLIPS

CHARLES MURDAUGH

EDDIE L. ENOCH – PRESENT (2000 –

HONORAY PAST GRAND JOSHUA

WILLIAM CHARLES *

* DECEASED MEMBERS
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