Chapter 18 – Mayella takes the stand.


In chapter 18 Mayella testifies.  Her side of the story was that Tom was the one who took advantage of her and raped her.  She called him inside of the gate and offered him a nickel to bust up a chiffarobe.  When she went inside to get a nickel she turned around and Tom was right there.  She said she fought, screamed, and hollered as loud as she could but it was no use. 

 As Atticus is questioning her you can notice that Mayella is a lonely 19 year old girl with hardly any friends.  Atticus treats her with courtesy and respect calling her “mam” and “Mrs. Ewell” a way that makes her feel out of place, because of this she accuses Atticus of being rude and mocking her.  Judge Taylor reassures Mayella that Atticus is only being polite. 

Chapter 19 – Tom Robinsons side of the story


In chapter 19 Atticus calls only one witness to the stand, Tom Robinson.  Tom testifies that he did not take advantage of her at all.  He says that he passes by the Ewells house every day on the way to work, and that mayella would often call Tom inside the gate and ask him todo a chore for her.  


One day Mayella called Tom into the house to get a box down from on top of a dresser.  When tom climbed on a chair and reached for the box Mayella grabed him by the legs.  Tom got scared and jumped down from the chair.  She then proceded to hug him around the waist and told him to kiss her.  As tom struggled to get away Mr. Ewell saw them through a window.  He called Mayella a whore and threated to kill her.  As Tom herd this he got scared and ran away as fast as he could.
Chapter 20 – Mr. Dalphus Raymond


In chapter 20 Dill and Scout, after leaving the courtroom, run into Mr. Dalphus Raymond, Who is a rich white man with a colored wife.  Mr. Raymond tells Dill to take a drink from a bottle in a paper sac, which Dill & Scout at the time thought was alcohol, but it turns out to be Coca-Cola.


Mr. Raymond explains that he pretends to be drunk to provide other white people an explanation for his lifestyle, when truly, he just prefers black people over white people.


Returning to the courtroom Scout and Dill hear Atticus’s closing statements.  He goes over all the evidence again and points out that Mayella is a poor lonely girl who committed the act of lusting after a black man.

Chapter 21 – Guilty? Or not?

In the beginning of chapter 21 Calpernia comes in and delivers a note to Atticus saying she hasn’t seen the children since noon.   Mr. Underwood tells Atticus that they are sitting in the colored balcony.


Atticus tells Scout, Dill, and Jem to go home with Calpernia and eat supper.  After supper, if they would like, they could return to the courtroom

After Jem, scout, and Dill get done eating they go back to the trial to find that not much has changed.  They wait there until 11 o’clock to finally discover that Tom has been found Guilty.  As Atticus leaves the courtroom the whole colored balcony rises in a gesture of respect. 

Chapter 21 – A gesture of Respect


In chapter 22 Atticus awakes to piles of food that Maycomb’s black community had delivered to the finches house in the morning.


When Scout, Jem, and Dill are over at mrs Maudies house , mrs Maudie points out that many people tried to help Tom in the trial, such as Judge Taylor.  He appointed Atticus as Toms defence lawyer instead of using a regular public defender that the blacks usually get.  When they leave Mrs. Maudies house they see Mrs Stephanie who rushes over to tell them that Mr. Ewell has confronted Atticus.  He spit in his face and swore revenge. 

