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The Seven Deadly Sins

Pride: Also known as vanity, is excessive belief in one’s own abilities or value.  It has been called the sin from which all others arise.  A character filled with pride often considers himself better then everyone else.  She believes that she can do no wrong and that all of his actions and opinions, no matter how small have great importance.

Greed: Is the desire for material wealth or gain.  A greedy person covets what he does not have and holds on dearly to what he does.  More then keeping a nest egg for the future, a truly greedy person hoards anything and everything he owns and constantly craves more.

Envy: Envious people desire other’s traits, status, abilities, or situation.  An envious person often feels inferior to others.  Such a person usually tries to sabotage the target of his envy whenever he can.

Wrath: Manifests in the individual who spurns love and opts instead for fury.  In the dangerous and violent world of RPGs, wrath can be a constant companion for some.  A wrathful person is dangerous, violent and unpredictable.  Wrath is the source of some of the worst actions imaginable. 

Gluttony: Is an inordinate desire to consume more then one requires.  A gluttonous person eats every scrap of food they have and hungrily watches the food of others with a covetous eye.

Lust: Is an inordinate craving for pleasures of the body.  A base emotion, lust can cause a person to act in a completely irrational manner.  A lustful person is obsessed with sex, allowing it to dominate his life.  A lustful person will often judge others solely on their looks or consider them nothing more then objects of pleasure.

Sloth: A slothful person avoids work, whether physical or spiritual.  This laziness prevents a person from taking care of day-to-day duties and often prevents them from achieving important goals.  With sloth comes a disregard for responsibilities.  In extreme cases, sloth also manifests as not caring for appearance, profession, family and health.  Sloth paralyzes people preventing them from doing the right thing.

The Seven Goodly Virtues

Humility: A humble person sees himself for what he is and does not compare himself to others – not considering himself above or below anyone else.  Even when his power and righteousness are obvious, a humble person does not boast of them or abuse them.

Generosity: A generous person parts with material goods, knowing that they ultimately have no real value.  Generosity also means allowing others their time in the spotlight, or their fair portion, without expecting anything in return.

Love: One of the most ephemeral virtues, love is expressed by a person through combinations of kindness, empathy, and the desire to see others do well.

Kindness: Instead of approaching a situation with violence, a kind person seeks a peaceful solution with patience and compassion.  A kind person strives to overlook the faults of others and offer friendship, understanding and aid.

Temperance: A temperate person accepts the natural limits of pleasures and preserves this balance.  This does not pertain only to food, but to entertainment, goods and even the company of others.  He consumes only what is required to survive, avoids excess, and seeks a natural equilibrium in his life.

Chastity: Self-control prevents sexual pleasure from killing the soul by suffocation.  The act of pleasure should serve to strengthen the soul and the desire to live.  Chastity to the extreme is nothing more then masochism, especially if it is coupled with guilt.

Zeal: This is not obsessive, or excessive zealousness of a cause (which is harmful), but being energetic, proactive and motivated to do the right thing.  The seven deadly sins often have the effect of causing ennui, lethargy and cynicism.  Zeal works to counter these harmful effects, allowing a person to face evil directly, forcefully and with determination.

Acknowledgement: The above descriptions of the sins and virtues was taken from Dragon magazine (Issue 306), in an article by Eric Cagle – “Betraying your Evil Nature”, that presents detailed rules for tracking temptation and redemption (which are not used or described here).

