


“800000 years into the future. The human race has segregated into two sub-races: the morlocks and the eloi. The former are denizens of the dark while the latter are childlike creatures of light. Into this fantastic world travels the Time Traveller, and encounters adventures beyond his…or anyone’s belief.”

This is basically the subject-matter of H.G.Wells' "The Time Machine", and it is a perfect portrayal of man's desire to master the fourth dimension and journey through it. But how? The question, unfortunately, remains unanswered till this day and probably will for quite some time.


But that does not mean no one has ever thought about it. Many ideas have been put forward. Most have been rejected; some have been dwelt upon but only theoretically. The bottom-line is, even with all our "giant leaps", mankind is yet to find the door to the time-portal, much less open it.


Science-fiction writers have a good theme to write about—time-travel, the practice pioneered by Wells himself. We frequently read about people going through outrageous "time machines" and "inter-dimensional portals" to land thousands of years into the future, and find a very different world from the one they left. Sometimes we see some people going back in time to experience the past of their fantasies.


Time travel, if theoretically possible, poses several paradoxes. For example, in the movie-series "Terminator", we see a cyborg being sent back in time to kill a certain person. Instead, the robot itself gets terminated. With its body-parts, a scientist creates a super-computer which spawns hundreds of these cyborg killing-machines, one of which was the one sent back. Now, the paradox is; this cycle does not have a cause-effect relationship. It is a chicken-or-the-egg problem. Each event has equal probabilities of being the cause as well as the effect. Which is the actual cause? That is the talking point.


Another insurmountable paradox is that of you going back in time to kill your own parents. Viewing this as an insane science experiment, suppose you do manage to do the gruesome thing and kill your father before his marriage. That would mean that you will not be born! But it will mean that you will not be able to go back in time to kill your father, simply because you do not exist! But if you fail to kill your father, you will be born, which will mean that you will be able to kill your father which means...



A distinguished scientist had once said, if time travel did indeed become a possibility in the future, why did the representatives of that time not come back to visit us? That proves that time travel is impossible! Q.E.D.



However, a thinking point is; would the people who came back from the future (if they do) reveal themselves. Logic would advise against it. That would probably mean they would be disguised. That might mean they are already here among us. Perhaps not all of them have noble intentions. Who knows? Only TIME will tell.
