


Imagine the day when Homo Sapiens took their first tentative steps into the world. It was a frightening place for them no doubt. They could not explain even the simplest daily things that we take for granted nowadays; like, why does the sun rise every morning? They visualised the sun as a deity and formed the opinion that He was prone to "mood-swings". Thus they started worshipping the Sun-God to make him rise every morning. Worship, fear and superstition followed lack of understanding--a practice almost unbelievably practiced at certain parts of the world even today! Nature became a deity; to be revered, feared and worshipped. However, there were some people who, apart from merely worshipping nature, started observing it. They observed how the sun rose extremely regularly every morning, how the winds moved, how the stars were fixed relative to the sky, how water boiled when heated etc. They started observing nature, and were the first scientists. They were Observers. Thus began the Age of Scientific Observation.


The ancient Greeks were a great civilisation. Their primary achievement, I believe, is democracy; a remarkable achievement. Administration and governance were the Greeks' major strengths. Along with it came the arts. The Parthenon and the Acropolis are one of the great architectural feats of the world. But of course, Greek history would be incomplete without mentioning their great philosophers. Socrates, Plato, Archimedes...the list goes on. These fantastic minds set their sights on understanding how nature works. Their approach was philosophical. They did not work with levers and pendulums in a laboratory. Their minds were their laboratories; their intellect their tools. Their notions and ideas survive until now, the most famous being Archimedes' Principle. After the Greeks, scientific pursuits took a definite backseats with the rise of military nations and the Dark Ages. This scientific curiosity was rekindled with Galileo Galilee. He was the first to use experiments to validate scientific facts. Galileo was followed by Isaac Newton, whose ideas dominated the scientific community until the nineteenth century. By the end of the nineteenth century, classical science had come to a standstill. The scene was taken over by Quantum Mechanics and the Theory of Relativity. These two fields dominated scientific research in the early half of the twentieth century. Then on, it was the turn of Biotechnology and computers to join in. With the discovery of the structure of DNA in 1953 and the transistor in 1947, both due to quantum mechanics, science as we know today has come to consist of three leading categories: biotechnology (involving the hugely popular and fast-growing field of Genetics), computers and quantum mechanics. By the middle of the twenty-first century, these fields will have neared their research-limits, and the second age--The Age of Discovery, would end.


What then? Man has observed and understood nature. What is left? Mastery! It will then be time for mankind to fulfill its destiny and truly start mastering the forces of nature—Immortality, Artificial Intelligence, regulating solar fusion, Time Travel, Instantaneous Space Travel at velocities far exceeding that of light...the possibilities are limitless. Thus will begin the Age of Mastery, at the end of which Man will become the true MASTERS OF THE UNIVERSE.

