
Peter’s Congresolutional Stuff

First of all all things: highlighted in yellow are for the neg, green for the aff, blue means a suggested amendment, purple means goes either way depending on interpretation and opinion

An Act to Make the Draft Registration Extend to Women
1 
Whereas women have asked for equality for years.


2
Whereas prejudice against women has existed for not being involved in the draft.

3
Therefore: Be it enacted by the Vassar Student Congress here assembled that: 

4
in the event of a draft, all branches of the armed forces, both civilian and military, will 

4. 
draft women and men 
as equals.

5. 
Section 1. Failure to do so will result in a loss of 25%
 of allocated funding.

6. 
Section 2. This bill will go into affect in exactly 1 calendar year
 after its passage.



Respectfully submitted,

Great Neck South

A Resolution to Create a Virginia Terror Alert System

1
Whereas the current national Terror Alert System as created by the Department of 

2
Homeland Security is not specific for a state’s needs
,

3 Whereas the current national Terror Alert System has varying shades of concern with no

4 specific procedures to each level of alert,

5 Whereas the current national Terror Alert System places an undue financial burden on

6 states potentially unaffected 
by the national level of alert

7 Therefore, be it resolved by the Vassar Student Congress here assembled that Virginia

8 adopt its own Terror Alert System that will taken into account the needs of Virginia, as 

9 informed by the Department of Homeland Security,

Respectfully Submitted,

Randolph-Macon Academy

An Act to levy a value added tax of 6% on all businesses that sell goods over the Internet and ship the item from the United States. 


Be it hereby enacted by the Vassar Congress: 


1 Preamble: Whereas Internet companies in all states are currently not required to collect 

2 state sales tax even if the customer lives in that particular state
, exempting Internet 

3 commerce from taxation. Current laws rely on self-reporting by customers making 

4 enforcement impossible in most cases. And whereas state governments and the national

5  governors association have cited revenue losses of $170 billion in 2003 because of the 

6 lack of sales tax enforcement. A decline in retail sales can be attributed to the lower 

7 prices available on the Internet because of this tax exemption. 

8 Section 1: All businesses engaged in Internet commerce in the United States will be

9 subject to paying a value added tax of 6% 
to be included on their federal tax return. The

10 tax would then in turn be, at a business’s leisure, included on a customer’s bill and the tax

11 would be considered as proceeds from the state where the company shipped 
the item.

12 Section 2: The proceeds of the value added tax would be regulated and enforced by the 

13 Internal Revenue Service. Each state will receive a grant equal to 90% of the proceeds of 

14 the tax that the particular state brought in from Internet commerce. Each state will receive 

15 a different amount encouraging certain states to promote Internet growth. The additional 

16 10% will be used for processing fees and costs 
incurred by the Internal Revenue Service 

17 for the institution of the tax. 

18 Section 3: All Internet companies shipping products from another country to American

19 customers will be exempt from the tax as it is out of U.S jurisdiction. If an Internet

20 company ships products both from another country and the United States the tax will only

21 be levied on products shipped from the United States
. Any product shipped from the 

22 United States from an Internet business will be subject to the tax. 

23 Section 4: Value added taxes restricted to Internet Commerce would allows the Federal

24 government to avoid problems that may arise in regards to state jurisdiction rights and 

25 sales tax enforcement. It allows a modified form of sales tax to be collected indirectly and 

26 paid back to the states in the form of federal grants. It benefits states that are reliant on a 

27 steady flow of cash to build infrastructure and support other necessary programs. 

28 Section 5: All laws contrary to this legislation will be considered null and void upon 

29 passage. 

30 Section 6: This bill will be enacted 91 days after passage.

Respectfully submitted,

Great Neck South

A Resolution to tie international support with international peacekeeping
Whereas international support is a major component of the US budget,

Whereas the US offers humanitarian and other aid to many nations in the world,

Whereas some nations and groups within some nations are developing weapons of mass destruction,

Whereas some nations are harboring terror cells either directly with knowledge or indirectly through failure to investigate,

Whereas US aid can
 either directly or indirectly support governments and factions that are inimical to the US and UN goals of limiting proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and eradication of terrorism,

Therefore, be it resolved by the Vassar Student Congress here assembled that the United States no longer offer any kind of aid 
to any country that is developing weapons of mass destruction or harboring terrorist groups that are inimical to international peacekeeping.

Respectfully submitted,

Randolph-Macon Academy 

A Resolution on International Adoption
Whereas: Hundreds of children born in other countries are being adopted by

Americans, and

Whereas: the adopted child first has to obtain immigrant visas, and after the child enters the 

U.S., the adopted child receives U.S. citizenship, and

Whereas: the adoptive parents must go through a time-consuming process to adopt that takes 

at least 2
 years
, and

Whereas: The ICARE (Intercountry Adoption Reform Act) has been introduced to 

the Senate, and

Whereas: The bill states that no visas will be required for the child, and the child will be 

admitted into the U.S. upon presentation of a valid U.S. passport, and

Whereas: adoptive parents find this act very beneficial to them as well as their child,

Therefore: Be it resolved by the Vassar Student Congress here assembled that: ICARE be put 

into effect and international adoption be continued.

A Resolution to Halt Government Use Of Torture

WHEREAS: government use of torture is morally unjust, 

WHEREAS: the United States of America was founded on principles of freedom 
and civil liberties
, 

WHEREAS: the term torture does not have a set definition 
and those rights given 
under the Geneva Convention are allowing loopholes, 

WHEREAS: the U.S. allows for torture
, while looking down upon countries 
which ignore civil liberties, giving them hypocritical views,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Vassar Student Congress here assembled that 
the term torture be given a precise definition, allowing for minimal to no 
loopholes, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the United States government use of torture 
and direct affiliation with those countries that practice it be formally identified 
and halted.
A Resolution Concerning Eligibility for the Iraqi Reconstruction Contract

Whereas:  Many nations that did not support 
our decision to enter Iraq want contracts for Iraqi reconstruction; and

Whereas:  Their competition would ensure we
 receive the best quality work for the best price; and

Whereas:  Nations are angered 
that they do not have the option to receive the contracts.

Therefore, be it resolved by the Vassar Student Congress here assembled that Nations that did not support us in Iraq are eligible for the reconstruction contracts.

A Bill to Base Federal Affirmative Action on Socioeconomics


1
All federal affirmative action programs will be based on the socio-economic standing 

2
of the person who asks to receive it, not on race.

3
The definition of those qualifying for the affirmative action is 

4 
A)
anyone who on their, or in the case of a minor (17 years/younger) their guardian,

5 

filed an income below the established poverty line during the previous tax year.

6
 
In the case of a college applicant
, it will be based on the income of their parents/ 

7

guardians.

8. 
B) 
In the case of a college applicant he may qualify for affirmative action benefits if

9. 

he attended a school that averaged below a 65 
on the state mandated English and

10. 

mathematics 
exams.
11

In the event of a disagreement between those seeking affirmative action and the 



provider

12

of the affirmative action benefits they may bring there case before a judge in their 

13 

state 
who may determine whether they qualify.

14

Benefits will be the same as provisioned under the original affirmative action


15 

legislation

16 

The Department of Justice will be responsible for enforcement of this legislation

17

The bill 
will go into effect 1 year after passage
.


Respectfully submitted,

Great Neck South


A Resolution to Uphold NATO’s Current State

Whereas: The practice of cooperation and unity are the greatest mitigators of International conflict, and

Whereas: The establishment of NATO has helped to promote peace for many years, and

Whereas: NATO has had no major operational flaws since its establishment, and

Whereas: NATO provides a sense of stability for the Northern Atlantic region as well as the civilized world, and

Whereas: NATO upholds the ideals and morals established by the civilized world through the Geneva Convention and other forms, 

BE IT RESOLVED: That NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) continue to operate under current form, and shall not be altered or otherwise changed. 

A Resolution Regarding Contracts in Iraq

WHEREAS: The countries who were denied contracts in the Iraqi reconstruction 

were denied so because of their lack of support for the war, and


WHEREAS: The countries that seek contracts without having supported the war 

are doing so for their respective financial gains
, and

WHEREAS: These same countries are under investigation for accepting bribes 

from former dictator Sadaam Hussein in order to stay out of the war, 

therefore


BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VASSAR STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED 

THAT, countries such as France, Russia, Germany, and Canada be 

formally denied contracts in the Iraqi reconstruction regardless of pressure

from the U.N.


Respectfully Submitted,

Sherando High School

A Resolution to create HOT-lanes in Virginia.

Whereas:  Numerous transportation experts in Virginia have spend the past

decade in search of plans to ease traffic in crowded urban areas
.

Whereas:  The current budget crisis in Virginia has limited the possibilities

for major road or transit improvements.

Whereas:  HOT-lanes have the possibility to offer financial relief to the state

budget in as little as a year.

Whereas:  The deputy transportation secretary in Virginia considers 

HOT-lanes as a potential way to contribute to the cost of widening 

the Beltway, and other major roads in Virginia.


Therefore, be it resolved by the Vassar Student Congress here assembled to support 

the creation and future implementation of HOT-lanes in crowded Virginia 

urban areas where traffic congestion is a significant problem.

A Resolution to abolish the use of the Dillon's Rule

Whereas: Many counties within Virginia are in need of more money to be able to function 
properly and,


Whereas: The Virginia General Assembly, by enforcing the Dillon Rule, 
continually denies 
counties from collecting money 
for their individual use for necessary services and,


Whereas: Some counties receive back as little as one fifth, i.e. 20 cents on the dollar
, for

each dollar they send to Richmond for tax payments and,


Whereas: Dillon's Rule is antiquated, outdated and overbearing in its use upon individual 
counties within the Commonwealth of Virginia,


Therefore: be it resolved by the Vassar Student Congress here assembled, that the Dillon's Rule 

is hereby abolished and stricken from any application within the Commonwealth of Virginia.

A Resolution to Ban Smoking 
in Virginia Restaurants

Whereas:  Environmental Tobacco smoke, also known as second hand smoke, is 

classified as a Class A carcinogen by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and

Whereas: 53,000 non-smokers die of Environmental Tobacco Smoke in the United States a year, and

Whereas: The ventilation systems don’t remove the toxic chemicals that are present in tobacco smoke, and

Whereas: Utah, Maine, New York, and Vermont have banned smoking in public restaurants.

Therefore, be it resolved by the Vassar Student Congress here assembled, that Virginia should ban the smoking in all public restaurants. 

A Resolution for Virginia To Severely Restrict 
the Use

of Cellular Phones While Driving

Whereas, cell phone usage while driving causes a steep increase in the possibility of an accident on our roads, and 

Whereas, a study conducted by the New England Journal of Medicine found that those who use their cell phones while driving are four times more likely to be involved in an accident than those who do not, and 



Whereas, drivers who use their cell phones while driving become distracted and consequently put themselves, their passengers, other vehicles, and pedestrians at risk,

Therefore, be it resolved by the Vassar Student Congress here assembled that the state government of Virginia 
severely restrict the usage of cell phones while driving, and

Therefore, be it further resolved that fines be imposed upon residents of the state of Virginia who fail to comply with the state’s policy of cell phone usage while driving.

A resolution to repeal Virginia’s sodomy
 laws

Whereas current Virginia law regulates intimate sexual behavior between consenting
Adults, and

Whereas these laws are archaic and based upon the doctrines of a particular religion,

and

Whereas the recent Supreme Court decision effectively rendered Virginia’s sodomy
laws unconstitutional
,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VASSAR STUDENT CONGRESS HERE 
ASSEMBLED THAT Virginia’s sodomy laws should be repealed.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherando High School

A Resolution to permit the people of Iraq to try Saddam Hussein for crimes against humanity and serious war crimes.

Whereas:  The International Criminal Court (ICC), believes any perpetrator of 

genocide or crimes against humanity first goes to the courts of their own 

country.


Whereas:  The Iraqi people deserve to make their own judicial decisions as a 

new democratic country on the path to self-governance.

Whereas:  The Iraqi Governing Council has created a special tribunal 
to

handle such matters relating to crimes under both international and Iraqi law.

Therefore, be it resolved by the Vassar Student Congress here assembled to permit the 

people of Iraq to try Saddam Hussein for crimes against humanity and serious

war crimes.

SUPERSESSION LEGISLATION
Resolution Expressing Disapproval for the Efforts of the European Union in Creating a Constitution

Whereas, the European Union is a conglomeration of many different nations, and,
Whereas, the creation of a constitution by members of the European Union is the first step
in creating an international government, and,
Whereas, this action threatens the sovereignty of the European Union’s member nations, and
Whereas, as an international governmental body, the European Union’s existence will 
disrupt the balance of power prevalent in the international community today, 
Therefore, be it Resolved by the Vassar Student Congress here assembled that: the United States 
express disapproval for the efforts of the European Union in creating a constitution.
SUPERSESSION LEGISLATION

A Resolution to Establish Diplomatic Relations with Iran

Whereas: The United States needs allies in the War on Terror, especially in the Middle East,
Whereas: The Iranian government is making progress toward social reform, has elected
a moderate leader, and does not have direct connections to terrorism,
Whereas: A country that meets those characteristics would be a valuable ally,
Whereas: The United States does not currently have open diplomatic relations with Iran,
Therefore be it resolved by the Vassar Student Congress here assembled; that the United States 
should establish diplomatic relations with Iran rather that isolating it in 
order to further the cause of peace. 
A Resolution to Eliminate Standardized Tests as a Means of College Admission
Whereas: standardized tests such as the SAT and ACT are not adequate means to
determine the academic ability of students.
Whereas: standardized tests put on so much pressure on kids that above-average 
students may do poorly.
Whereas: a student’s GPA, Extra-Curricular Activities, Personal Interview, and 
Academic Portfolio are better ways to determine a student’s aptitude in the
classroom.
Whereas: the underachievement on such tests prevents able students to be 
accepted into worthy schools of higher learning
Therefore be it resolved by the Vassar Student Congress here assembled that:

All city, state, and federally funded colleges eliminate standardized tests as a means of college 
admission or face the penalty of funding being pulled in certain institutions.
Be it further resolved: that private schools be encouraged to find alternative
ways to assess the capability of students other than that of standardized testing.
�True equality means surving your country as equals, right?


�Decreases reverse sterotyping against women


�  Effectively Crippling their budget if they do not comply


�Allows time for draft registration centers and the armed forces to adequately prepare required facilites for more wome in the militrary i.e. barracks, bathrooms, training facilities etc.


�Department of Homeland Security said recently it would connect its database with all 50 states, territories, districts, and US controlled areas – see http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/theme_home6.jsp


�How can any state be unaffected, we don’t all live in a bubble, 9/11 affected every state and just about everywhere in the world, this statement is just plain naïve.


�No deadline for its implementation: maybe amend it so that it is to be implemented in 91 days or a full 365 day year


�National Governors Association (line 4-5) is actually against putting a tax on internet goods!!! 


See- http://www.nga.org/cda/files/ITFAOverview.PDF


�Some states have more than a 6% sales tax, and some less or none, you could amend it to say that they must pay a tax = to whatever the tax is in the state from which the items would be shipped.


�What about companies based in places with sales tax and have warehouses from which the producted will be SHIPPED that are located in places without sales tax, or in different states, who recieves the sales tax then?


�Includes method of upholding the law that is fair and adequate.


�In section 2 it says that businesses may put the tax on the customer’s bill but if they are shipping to an overseas customer the US if forcing someone from another country (not under US juristdiction) to pay this tax which would not only be an infringement but it would encourage a decline in US goods being bought by people abroad with the potential to harm the economy more than it helps it.


�Make’s it a non-urgent bill and therefore only needs a majority to pass.


�Great example- US gave the taliban US made missiles to fight off the communists which they then used against us recently to kill our soldiers, and which were given to terrorist cells


�What about natural disaster aid, how can we deprive the citizens who have nothing to do with WMDs, India has weapons of mass destruction, but we help them in many ways, and we should continue to (its our moral obligation!!!).


�Most of the processes that must be done befor e an intenational adoption can occur are for the child’s benefit, an affidavit of personal wealth must be filed, pictures of your home, references from friends and family members saying you’ll take care of the child, questionaires to determine whether you are ready to be a parent, reasons for adoption (whether you want to give a child a nice home or just live vicariously through them) etc.


�They’re trying to do a good thing and therefore they shouldn’t have to wait 2 years to adopt a child, in that time the child who might live in a country with poverty, might die.


�Bill of rights prohibits use of Cruel and Unusual Punishment (is this bill just trying to enforce and extend on the bill of rights, or is it unneccessary)


�Use this as an example of why the bill is good if you want to support this bill as it is therefore extending the bill of rights to a definition


N.B. if going agaist this bill you can say that this bill itself doesn’t give torture a definition.


�Iraqi Prisoners kept at Guatanimo Bay


�They didn’t support us, why should we support them by allowing them to receive contracts?


�It’s the iraqi people who will receive the quality of  work, our obligation is to our country so it would be more beneficial to have contracts from our own country and our allies as it would help our economy


�We already have enough anti-US sentiments we should try to get countries back on our side again


�Prevents reverse stereotyping against african-americans and helps those who may be caucasian in color but are underprivilidged in actuality


�Just want to point out that I included college applicants as separate because many are 18 and therefore not minors, but their parents are still going to pay for college (plus some people under 18 file as an independent of their parents for tax purposes (ask your mom or dad about it)


�That way people in schools that are established to be failing the states minimum requirements are by definiton underprivilidged


�Why just English and Math (why not science)


�Why is it handled by a judge, why not by a representitive of the department of the interior or something (ask Mr. Neville about what department might be more logical to uphold it


�Schools and companies already know how to implement it so the bill will be inexpensive because they already know what they should give and what benefits and advangtages are fair


�Might want to ask if you are not authoring it that it be amended to say that anyone currently benefiting from the affirmative action will not loase their benefits.


�Gives organizations time to prepare new policies if needed


�A little background note, incase you’ve been living under a rock, the US and the UN have been arguing, perhaps when this is explained the author will say that it means will listen to the UN instead of acting unilaterally, I have no idea


�ALL THIS BILL DOES IS STAY THAT OUR CURRENT POLICY NOT BE ALTERED THIS BILL DOESN’T ACTUALLY SAY ANYTHING SHOULD HAPPEN!!!!!


�Basically saying we go against the previous bill about letting them have contacts


�We don’t own Iraq


�They need money too


�The contracts are from corporations that are in those countries, yes it would give them tax money, but we can’t punish corporations for the acts of their government


�Why should we get  more people mad at us by acting unilaterally why not just follow the UN’s lead like in the previous bill.


�Basically to allow private companies to build their own highway lanes that are regulated by tolls very confusing see this site for more  info


http://www.washingtontimes.com/op-ed/20030806-092211-4413r.htm


�This is actually used outside of San Diego on I-15, they vitually pay for themselves


�It may make companies lots of profits in the long term and help the state out, but trying to find a company willing to shell out millions of dollars to build a pay highway, right next to the free highway is kind of like trying to find someone willing to give you a dollar just  to allow them to walk through the classroom door before you.


�Dillon’s rule basically says that if a state doesn’t explicitly say that a municipality can make a law, the municipality can’t make that law (the opposing theory is Home Rule which says that if a state doesn’t say that you can or can’t do it, you can make a law on it, provided it doesn’t conflict with state law)


See: http://www.madisonmatters.com/Government/dillon_villain.html


�Give’s the state legislature complete control of any municipality should it so choose to do something


�Obviously the legislature said that all municipalities must pay their collected taxes to the state capital (richmond) and the state will appropriate funds in return) Hemce for the negative you could say that the state may not give enough but it gives what it feels each community needs.


�Is that all they need or is that not enough for some communities


�It’s an infringement on our rights, not specifically, but our right (as someone over 21) to buy and smoke cigarettes


�Not related to restaurants but, states receive large amounts of tax from cigarette packs, allowing people to smoke when they want generates revenue for the state, if they’re going to do it you might as well let them do it when they want to.


�Many people who suffer from asthma have attacks in the presence of cigarette smoke


�I’m from New York and I enjoy having no smokers in restaurants and public places


�How far does this extend, having a cell phone in your hand, an earpiece, video gps systems are just as distracting but are common place, if someone is going to do something a cell phone is better because at least you can still be looking foward


�Many drivers who talk on cell phones are between 18-24 (they have more cell phones) most are drivers who are very unexperienced.


�They put other people at risk which is bad, but this law could cause it to constitute reckless endangerment which depending on severity can be a felony, A FELONY FOR TALKING ON  A CELL PHONE!!!


�Suffolk county put a ban on talking on cell phones in cars and it has been extremely ineffective


�1 : copulation with a member of the same sex or with an animal�2 : noncoital and especially anal or oral copulation with a member of the opposite sex


�Separation of Church and State


�Virginia Banned Gay Marriage, why then should it allow Sodomy which is copulation of the same gender.


�The Nuremberg trials against the Nazis was conducted by an international committee, not by Germany


�They should prove the ability to self-govern before the trial, besides isn’t it a bit dangerous to make the first major trial, possibly the biggest war-crimes trial  since Nuremberg


�Tribunal made of Iraqis possibly supporters of Saddam Hussein
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