Lesson Topic: Introduction to Precipitation

Date Taught:  Fri, October, 21, 2005
Teacher: Michelle Boyd (Jonathan Valley)

Student Teacher: Pamela Gunter
Grade: 2
SCOS Objectives: 
Science 

Competency Goal 2: The learner will conduct investigations and use appropriate tools to build an understanding of the changes in weather.
2.03 Describe weather using quantitative measures of:

· Temperature. 

· Precipitation.
Computer Skills

2.12 Use teacher-selected Internet resources to locate, discuss, and compare information about your local community as a class/group. (6)

Key Questions (What do you expect students to know and be able to do?):

	1. __What are the 3 main types of precipitation?

2. __When does each types of precipitation occur?

3. _How can I find out what the weather will be this weekend?




Materials/Resources/Technology:
· Computer with internet access for each student ( I used the computer lab)

· Power point covering 3 types of precipitation (Rain, Snow, Sleet)- See slides attached

· Projector for teacher computer.  

· Smart Board
Procedures (beginning, middle, end):


I will start by introducing precipitation to the students with a slide that says precipitation and has clouds with raindrops.  I will ask them what they think Precipitation is.  We will then go over the power-point one slide at a time.;  I will ask leading questions such as when does this type of precipitation happen, how do we measure it, and are there any special tools we use with this type of weather.  During this we will talk specifically about the temperatures during the different types of precipitation.  

After the power-point, I will have the students go to the weather channel homepage, http://www.weather.com.   From here we will enter the zip code and follow the links to the local 10 day weather forecast.  This will all be shown in visual representations on the smart board, and I will also go around to each computer to help the students open the correct pages.  I will offer a short explanation about the weather chart and talk about what the predictions for the given day are. I will then ask different students to tell me what the predictions are for other days that they can see on their screen.  I will show them how they can click on any given day and get more details about the weather for that day.    
Differentiation:
· Students will be able to see everything on the smart board and I will be going around to the individual computers to address other problems.  

· I will have the assistant in the room help monitor the computers and work with the student who has cerebral palsy.  

Assessment (How will I know students learned?):

I will base assessment on oral answers to the questions that are asked.  Assessment for this lesson will be very informal; the information will later be used in other weather activities where more formal assessment will be used.  
Next Steps (Follow-up/Homework/Enrichment):

The next week in the computer lab students will be placing the predictions into a weather book and then comparing them to what the weather actually is as the week progresses.  


While they are completing the book there will be a variety of activities in it that relate to the different types of weather. 

On a bulletin board in the classroom, students will be making a pictograph of the daily weather. 

Students will also be learning how to use and read different weather instruments. 

Reflection - Classroom Management Notes/Lesson Modifications (What would I do differently?)


This lesson went well, but it was harder than I expected.  When I first told the students that they would be doing something different in the computer lab that day they were upset.  They wanted to do the games that they usually play to help with math and reading.  However, after the lesson started they were very interested in it and seemed to enjoy it.  They all loved getting on the internet and playing around on the weather site.  I had more students than I thought I would who had trouble typing in the address.  I went and checked all the computers to see who was having trouble and I would type it in for them to help save time.  After getting to the site they didn’t have much trouble typing in the zip code or clicking links.  I had the volunteer assistant work with the child who has cerebral palsy to help him get to where he needed to be.  


The power-point seemed to hold the attention of the students and they did a good job answering the questions and getting involved with the presentation.  Some of the students were comparing the pictures of the website and exploring around on it so a few of them were lost during the questions.  I helped to get them back on track.  The smart board was a great way to do this. I wish I had one in my classroom and not just in the computer lab.  Having a visual representation that the student could look at to compare their screen was very helpful to both me and the students.  If I did this lesson again I might try to find some way to book mark the weather site to save time, but it really wasn’t that hard to go and help the individual students.  I might also check my animation on the power-point.  I had check to make sure all of the slides had transferred correctly from my home computer, but I didn’t think about checking the animation.  On the computer I transferred it to it didn’t all work correctly.  

.  

