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WHY BURLINGTON…WHY NOW?





That is a good question.  Why Burlington?  Because there is no other organization in the area that is addressing the issues that affect the lives of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered (GLBT) persons or those who love and care for them.  That is what PFLAG is all about.  PFLAG stands for Parents, Friends, and Families of Lesbians And Gays.  PFLAG provides support, information, and education for and about issues that have an impact on GLBT persons and their families.  We plan to hold informative seminars, show movies and videos, invite activists and speakers, and speak out about these issues in the SE Iowa area.





Why now?  One only has to look to the news to see the reasons.  You can go back to the high-profiled killing of Matthew Shepherd and the events surrounding his funeral and the trials of his killers, or you can look back to just a few short months ago when and arson fire destroyed the home of two lesbians, Adrianne Ness and Carla Grayson, in Missoula, Montana.  Their only “crime” was to seek spousal benefits from the university where they worked.  And you can read the statement of Revs. Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson that attempted to fix blame for the 9/11 attack on homosexuals and others they consider to be forsaken by God.





PFLAG Burlington/SE Iowa was formed to help raise awareness of these kinds of hate-crimes against GLBT persons and to possibly keep them from happening in our area.  In the process, we plan to hold seminars, classes, and discussions about a variety of issues.  We have a help line available (319-753-1058) to request information about resources in the SE Iowa area for GLBT persons and their families.  We also maintain a web page where announcements and news will be posted as well as informative links to a variety of resources.  Look for this link along with other links in another part of this newsletter.





How can you help?  Join our chapter (membership for a couple is only $40 a year), make a donation, or volunteer your time to help us get organized.  We have a lot to do to make this chapter of PFLAG effective, and there is work available for anyone who wants to help.  You can also spread the word to friends, co-workers, and family members who might be interested in our group.





So, why here and why now?  Look around you and count the reasons.






























































































































































































































































The Bi-Monthly newsletter of the PFLAG Burlington/SE Iowa Chapter
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Hi all!  For everyone who did not go to the Pride Fest in Cedar Rapids, you missed a lot.  There were 28 vendor booths offering food, information, merchandise, and services.  There was also some great entertainment. There were around 12 people from Burlington attending.  Following are some pictures that were taken.  Don’t you think it is time for us to have our own pride fest next year?  It is something to start thinking about.





Joe Mosher singing


“Proud To Be An American”





President of Cedar Rapids PFLAG





Robbin Burr works for American Airlines and it’s parent company AMR.  She maintains an active role in AMR’s GLBT workforce, serving as co-chair of the AMR Diversity Advisory Council.





Cedar Rapids PFLAG booth





Burlington natives relaxing





The Quire


Eastern Iowa’s GLBT Chorus





Pet Pride Parade





Deb Tiemans


Iowa City Recording Artist





Guess who is talking to a fortuneteller?





Lt. Governor Sally Peterson





Other Gay Pride Festival Dates


Iowa City……………………….June 15th


Omaha, NE……………………. June 22nd


St Louis, MO………………….  June 22nd


Madison, WI………………. July 20th-21st


Quad Cities…………………July 26th-27th


Rockford, Ill……………………July 28th








Our next regular meeting is on the 9th of July at the Unitarian-Universalist Meeting House, located at 625 North 6th Street.  Even though there were only 8 people at our first meeting, we hope to get more to attend.  You are cordially invited to attend. Our chapter will only be as strong as our membership permits.  Speaking of membership there is a Membership/Donation form in this newsletter for those of you who wish to join PFLAG or donate.





Many Thanks to the 


Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship


The UU Fellowship of Burlington has been an invaluable source of help in getting this chapter started.  From providing ideas about organizing, a meeting place, and a generous financial contribution to get us started, the congregation has made it possible for us to get off the ground. 


We want to thank the members of the Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship at Burlington, their Council members, and their Social Concerns Committee for all of the wonderful help they have provided.





Steve’s Place


The Place To Be 


852 Washington Street


Burlington, Iowa 52601


Phone 319-752-9109





ARE YOU…








	…a business owner looking to help a good community cause?


	…a leader in your church that shares our concerns about GLBT issues?				…not yet ready to join, yet still want to help support us financially?


	…already a member and want to help increase you visibility?


	…enjoying this newsletter and want to see it grow?





If any of these describe you, please consider becoming a newsletter sponsor.  For a minimum donation of $12, you can help sponsor this newsletter.  In return for your donation, we will place a business card sized ad in the newsletter recognizing you business, organization, or family.  (If you have a logo or text you want in the ad, please include it with you donation.)





To sponsor this newsletter, send your donation along with you name, address, phone, e-mail, or sample business card to: PFLAG Burlington/SE Iowa Chapter,  PO Box 480, West Burlington, Iowa 52655-0480.  Then, look for your ad in the next issue of “The Missing Voice”, when we will begin listing the ads of our sponsors.





Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship


At Burlington


625 North 6th Street


Burlington, Iowa 52601


Phone 319-753-1895





What’s Summer Without A Picnic?





Everyone is invited to a Potluck Picnic on Sunday August 11th at Dankwardt Park.  It will be at the big shelter house from 1:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  Drink & place settings provided.  There will be door prizes given away.  Hope to see you all then.  Phone 319-753-1058 for more information.





WEB PAGE LINKS





National PFLAG 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.pflag.org" ��http://www.pflag.org�


Local PFLAG	� HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/pflagseia/" ��http://www.geocities.com/pflagseia/�


Pride Net Iowa	� HYPERLINK "http://www.pridenet.com/io.html" ��http://www.pridenet.com/io.html�








Our Next Meeting is Sept 10 at 6:45 PM at the Unitarian-Universalist Meeting House, 625 North 6th Street.
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