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 The team  was formed  by selection of university friends although not all contemporaries but all aquaintences.

Some had  been part of the CUAC effort  to assist  UK manufacturers with their long distance world record attempts BMC  with 3000  Healey  and for  Ford  the Corsair,  these  were usally  run at  Monthlerly just.outside Paris.

The banked oval ,used  for record attempts was just useable in  those days   for long distance  events but  deteriorating, more about this later.

The plot was for us  to build and  prepare a team of three A35 cars with the A series engine cost being important factor ,

The team was to be initially JABTaylor (Arthur) Gerry  Boxall and  Brian Whitaker  for the first season,  

To this  end  an approach was made  initially by, I, believe Arthur  Taylor to cost out a budget price  for a seasons racing using 3 Austin.A35s " The Cambridge Racing " team was   being  born,    The “A” series engines tuned to be competetive but not to the degree of being unreliable,  most usefull with the mini over the horizion.                               The  support vehicle was a new Ford Popular van, owned by Arthur  Taylor .

We fitted  it with a Murry  overdrive  as the std item was a three speed  gearbox. The side valve engine was modified with a special combined inlet and exh  bunch of bananas,  worked  well in normal temps but 

 Cold and damp produced  severe  Carb Icing . Designated  later on as the tow vehicle for the, Lola two car team double deck trailer , by todays standards  totally illegal  as the trailer was a huge angle iron structure  weighing at least twice the weight of the tow vehicle.                                                                                                                The A35s were  prepared  and carried out  a very succesful  seasons competition  for such relative newcomers.  Producing   what was a very  reasonable  result  stream of  8  firsts 11  seconds  and 5  thirds  in 1959.coinciding with the  saloon car championship efforts  of  a certain Doc Shepherd  This was my  first real  taste  of  the sport that was to almost dominate the next forty  years of  my life.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Lancastrian John Clarke joined the team with his  ex works Healey 100/6  campaigned so well  by  Nancy  Mitchell the  lady  rally star. John was to run the car to get  experience  to  enable a  concerted  effort to be made at  Le-Mans  in  a couple of  years

.1959  saw  the launch of the mini  and all  that that meant for the  Motor  sport Fraternity 
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 Gerry  Boxall (left) Brian Whitaker Snetterton                         Arthur Taylor In carRay(Castrol)Simpson

      Late due to colision with sheep                                                                  PKW on  Rt

    All  three  cars were in  black with  white stripe  & grilles  coloured  for  identification  purposes 

      The specifications of these three cars was slightly strange as they  had  diferent carburettion all     

   Variations on the SU theme  one on 2x11/2” two  on   2x11/4”  

   At  the end of the day the times put up were  surprisingly similar  all other things being equal

   The 2x11/2”  car  was accepted as being the best.

Following the 59 saloon season Arthur Taylor fancied  an open  wheeled  car , at  this time the transition was in hand from front engine to  rear engine in  all forms  of open wheeled  racing 

Inc  F1 and F2,

Eric  Broadley of  Lola  Cars had  produced  his  Formula  Junior  front engined rear drive  visually very similar  to a scaled down Vanwall a very attractive car in the pure traditional  perception  of a  single seater race car.Two cars  were ordered and  delivered.

These  cars  were to have ford power units , & to get to grips  with the production of a race unit  to  compare with the  success  levels enjoyed  with  the  BMC  a series,  Don  purchased a  105 Anglia to  use as a rolling test bed. The upgrades went ahead to the engine and as such  progress  was being made  inspite of the many problems  the 105 engine  showed  as it  progressed towards  a race worthy unit up  grades of valve material specs  and loadings  of the valve gear  received  early atention. Don  had  distinct  preference  for  SU  carbs as  opposed to  the Italian  fixed  jet Weber Carburettori  Arthur Taylors Lola had a 4 x1/14 SU set up at one stage.

                                                                                                                                                                                              The pace of development  on this engine was led by  Mr  Keith Duckworth of  Cosworth engineering.

          With  the security  of  a  Ford   backed  contract  and one assumes  adequate finance in place

          Prodigous  power outputs and eventually excellent reliability  made their unit the class of the field, 

          Proving  to be the spring board  towards so many  magnificent achievements  by the, then Northampton  based operation.

The  second Lola  in the team was that of Jeremy Bates an  aquaintence of Arthur Taylors hailing from the Borders  of  Scotland, regularly  attaining astonishing averages in  his “ Wilkie”  tuned  XK 150 on

 the run down to  Cambridge  usualy very early in themorning before motorways high eighties were  the norm.

.Jeremy had a college contemporary that was one of the leading  lights  at Cosworth  being a college chum  it  made  sense for the power unit for his Lola to be sourced  from there in  view of the rate of progress made at Cambridge, the BMC cooper development work had to advance

apace  alongside  the  Lola project  “no contest”due  to  the high profile Dons BMC reputation had attained,.bringing with it  considerable Tech  assistence and inside  info straight from comp dept at Abingdon.

 Arthur Taylor being a  mere  6ft3”  tall  had the problem of having rather more of himself exposed to the                           

      slipstreem than was efficent or indeed safe, a roll over would have been  a real  problem, inspite of my adding height to the roll over hoop, .Jeremy on the other hand posed a completely diferent set of problems,


Due to  a climbing accident  in  his  earlier years he  had suffered severe frostbite  to both sets of toes  loosing  them all.

Wearing special  surgical boots that  were plated to give him  walking  support   but  giving some problems  when driving ,  especially from the start line , this required  much practice ,and  some  special hand control adaptions I managed  to engineer  seemed to suit him and give him confidence.resulting in some pretty  remarkable performances  bearing in mind  his  disability.  


  Both  these drivers  were  acomplished  conductors  having a considerable  natural  flair of the two Jeremy  was marginally quicker and posessed  a greater degree of  controled  agression when in competition which  is  a must in  this sport if  good  results are to be attained ,  this is an unfortunate feature  of  any adversarial sport .

 The Lola  programe  was  all  happening at  the same time as the minis  initial forays into the world of 

Motor sport  initially in 850. GP1  form later on with much more power  as development went on        . To  some degree this diverted effort  on the  Lola  project with the supersesion of open wheeled front engine rear drive cars  in  favour of  mid  engine  rear drive  as opposed to the saloon car world going the other way to front engine front drive.Don  doubted  the long term value of  the Lola project to his business. His interests focusing strongly on the Mini revoultion with all  the now historical successes of people whom we had the pleasure to call  customers.
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Racing from cambridge place

Lola Jnr Lookalike The Mighty  Vanwall





Two car trailer and tow car and me





Memories of this outfit  stalled Iced up on the hill leaving Grantham one mech having to slurp fuel into the carb  from a can to get to the top to enable 


A rest on level ground.  This was none other than Frankie Hamlin  of NZ.








