	THE EFFECT OF SOIL PH ON NUTRIENT AVAILABILITY


Soil pH has a marked effect on the availability of the nutrients in the soil to the growing plant. In general, a pH below 6.0 starts to limit the availability of major nutrients whilst a high pH above 7.0 starts to limit trace element uptake. The only exception to this is Molybdenum which is more available as the pH rises. It can be seen that the practice of keeping agricultural soils at an average pH of about 6.5 is a compromise for nutrient availability.

The degree of acidity or alkalinity is measured on the pH scale. Readings below 7.0 are acid whilst those above are alkaline. 
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In the above diagram the denser the band shade, the greater the availability, as the shading diminishes availability decreases.
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