A Brief History of the Labour Party
January 1979 – Jim Callaghan, successor to Harold Wilson, resigns after economic difficulties and strikes - the winter of discontent.
Michael Foot becomes leader of LP.  Much soul searching within the party, in 1981 the SDP is formed.
1983 – Labours move to the left results in the worst defeat since 1918 - 27.6%, not much more than the liberal/SDP alliance.
1983 – Kinnock becomes leader of the labour party.  He removes the far left groups in the party, such as Militant.
1985 – Makes a public stand to attack Militant.  
Labour starts to change its image – Peter Mandelson is appointed to the communication and campaigns department.  The red flag is replaced with the red rose at the 1986 conference.
1987 – Labour loses election heavily.  Policy review is evidently needed.
“Meet the Challenge, Make the Change”
· No more CND
· No more commitment to high taxation

· No more old school nationalism

1992 – However labour is forced to defend its position on tax during the election and the Major conservative’s win with 21 – seat majority.
Kinnock succeeded by Scottish lawyer John Smith
1993 – JS passes “One Member One Vote” removing direct union representation in parliamentary selections.  He only got the vote through due to John Prescott’s last minute speech.
1994 – Record breaking local election results for smith – “a chance to serve; that is all we ask”.  11 may 1994.  He died the next day from a massive heart attack.
Blair elected leader of Labour Party
1995 – Clause IV (common endeavour, hands of many rather than few) revised

1996 – Publication of “New Labour, New Life for Britain”.  All of their proposals are costed to avoid the problems they faced back in 1992.  Centres around the five pledges:
· Education
· Crime
· Health
· Jobs
· Economic stability
1997 – Tories in trouble due to tax, sleaze and internal division.  Lab wins the election with a majority of 179.
2001 – Wins with 167 majority

