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Dear Parents,

Your child will begin the fourth unit in Open Court.  Please read the following information on our new unit, Survival.  In addition, I have added some suggestions on how you can help your child with this concept and the standards taught in this unit.  If you should have any questions or suggestions please come see at your convenience.


Within 6 weeks your child will be tested on fluency.  The goal for this unit is to read 116 words per minute.   In order for your child to obtain his goal it is necessary to read at least 30 minutes a day.  Your child may read the stories on survival from his Open Court textbook however this is not necessary.  As long as your child is reading he may select any book that is of interest to him.  Keep in mind that the book should not be too difficult nor to simple.  


You can help your child with comprehension by asking him questions regarding what he has read.  Questions such as, who, what, where, why, and how?  Your child should also be using his reading strategies.  The reading strategies are visualize, asking questions, making connections, clarifying, and summarizing.  When your child finishes reading ask him about the strategies he used that allowed him to understand the story.  Perhaps if your child is struggling with the comprehension then suggest he use the strategies to help him clarify parts of the story.


The writing for this unit will be a narrative.  Encourage your child to keep a journal while we’re on this unit as this will him/her on the writing test.  In order to help your child with spelling, practice the weekly spelling list.  Other helpful strategies are to find the definition of  the word, know the part of speech, and use the word in a sentence.  In addition, you help your child write about current events related to the them of surviving.



Here are some ideas to help your child with the unit on survival.

The news, magazines, newspapers, the internet, and books are useful resources to locate information.  Once your child finds information of interest then a short report can be written or illustrated and brought  to school and shared so it can be placed on the Concept Question Board.





Yes it’s that time of year your child will be taking the CST Test within four weeks.  Your child has been taking test taking strategies here in school.  Some ways you can help your child do well on the CST is to make sure your child knows addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts.  

The CST tests will also include Reading Comprehension, Spelling, Vocabulary, Writing, and Grammar.  When the testing day finally arrives make sure your child goes to bed early and eats a healthy breakfeast.  It is also important that your child feel confident and has a positive attitiude.  We want the students to do will but adding unncessary pressure on them could actually produce negative results.  If you should have any questions please come speak to me before or after school in room 29.
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