Scouts have plan
Trying to save Camp Timken
By Ian McCallum 
Times-Journal Staff 
Elgin Scout leaders have formulated a five-year program plan designed to justify the continued operation of Camp Timken, currently under threat of closure by a Scouts Canada property review committee.
The plan hinges on increasing local membership after several years of dramatic decline, explains a former area commissioner.
Karen Palmer told the Times-Journal on Wednesday the Camp Timken program plan is now being vetted by the Tri-Shores Council of Scouts Canada in London before it is submitted to Central Division officials for consideration.
Following an Aug. 26 appeals hearing, Elgin leaders were given until the end of this month to formulate a program plan for the 26.3-hectare (65-acre) campground near Iona.
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“Increasing registration in Elgin is a big part of our five-year program plan,” explained Palmer.
“Although September is when we get the most registration, it is on-going with each group in Elgin establishing specific sign-up times.”
Youth can be matched to the group that is best suited to them, either by location or the nights they meet, said Palmer.
And each group is able to accommodate families who may require financial assistance with registration fees.
“Our goal is to develop youth to their full potential mentally, physically, socially and spiritually,” she said. 
For registration information and the location of groups in Elgin county call Chris Whalen at 633-2404. 
Meanwhile, Palmer noted Camp Timken will be the site this weekend of a ‘Scout eh!’ camp, where participants will attempt to “manifest changes to Scouts Canada from within.” 
“This is a group with over 130 members across Canada who are looking at seeing if there isn’t some way of changing Scouts Canada from within. They are trying to get ordinary members back into a voting position to take back Scouts Canada as a democratic, volunteer-led organization instead of a business unit.” 
The Scout eh! website notes the group “is dedicated to democratizing Scouts Canada and making the organization accountable to all its members.”
“Scouts Canada does not recognize this group,” advised Palmer.
“They remain registered members and they are trying to manifest change from within. They have not quit Scouts Canada to form a separate organization. They are an organized voice within the Scouts Canada structure.”
For more, visit the Scout eh! website at http://www.kapn.net/scouteh/.

From: St.Thomas Times-Journal Sept.23/04
