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	In today's St. Thomas Times Journal, letter to the editor- 
"Scouts Canada commissioner wants to clear the air”

Editor:
A great deal has been reported in the media lately, including this newspaper, concerning Scouts Canada's intention to reduce the number of properties it maintains and operates in Ontario. As the head of Scouts Canada, a volunteer position, I feel it is important to clear the air and ensure that everyone, both our adult and youth members and the general public, has all of the correct information concerning this situation.
Two years ago our eight Ontario councils began to look at more than 260 properties we own/lease in Ontario. This was done by a committee made up of volunteers and has involved extensive consultation with our members in communities across the province. The process included a call for submissions from local camp committees, meetings with those committees, surveys of our youth and adult members as to their camping needs and numerous meetings with senior volunteers across
Ontario. All of this took place to ensure that we conducted an open and transparent process seeking widespread input from our members.
Our first priority for all of our camps is to meet the highest standards for health, water quality and safety to ensure our youth are always in the best possible environment. This has placed an increasing financial burden on the organization. In order to maintain these standards we must reduce the number of camps we support. The positive side of this reduction is that we will be able to upgrade
the facilities at remaining camps.
I also understand and respect the fact that some Scouters have developed ties with some of these properties, which makes the process an emotional one. I ask, however, that everyone keep in mind our mission of contributing to the education of young people and focus on providing top-calibre facilities and programs.
For those camps that have been designated for closure there is an appeal process now under way so we can make sure we have not missed any important information in doing our analysis. Our position has always been that if the camp committee has a plan to make their camp financially viable we will keep it open. However, we will not subsidize camps in such a way that will cause us to increase
membership fees or divert scarce financial resources away from program activities. Any proceeds from the sale of a camp will remain in the community to be used to help improve neighbouring camps or assist with local membership development.
Scouts Canada's goal is to provide excellent outdoor experiences to Canada's youth. This objective is very close to my heart as I was a Section Scouter as recently as two years ago, prior to becoming Chief Commissioner. Even with the prospect of selling some of our camps, I feel very comfortable that our Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Venturers and Rovers will still have extensive opportunities to enjoy Canada's great outdoors within close proximity of their homes. We will not only continue to own a large number of camps but also have access to provincial/federal parks, land reserves, and privately owned facilities.
I am confident that Scouts Canada is moving in the right direction. We must stay focused on our number one priority: providing great programs to Canadian youth. It is essential that we not become too tied to camps that may not be meeting our needs today. After all, a Scout must be wise in the use of his or her resources."


Mike Scott

